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SERVICE AFLOAT. 



CHAPTER I. 

Join an East Indiaman. Alarming sickne$$ among the crew, 
PeriUms prank. Croseing the Line. Anecdote. Tempeet 
off the Cape of Good Hope. Mountain seas. Criticai 
situation of the ship. Progress of disease and distress* 
ing condition of the sick. Great MortaUty. Madras. 
Massulah boats. Tremendous surf. Burning of the Mai' 
abar East-Jndiaman. Exiled Rajahs, Pulo Penang^ or 
Prince of Wales Island. China. Canton. Adventure, 
Chinese urbanity. Danes Island. Whampoa. Chinese 
junk and navigation. Voyage homeward. St. Helena. 

I WAS not quite fifteen when I began my career in the naati- 
cal world as a midflhipman in the East India Company's ser* 
vice; and on the 23d of January 18*— ,embarked on board 
the Boddam, an old ship, on her last voyage to Bfadras and 
China, then lying at Long Reach. 

The events of my first essay on the briny element, were by 
no means calculated to iiumish the most &vourable impres- 
sions of the profession I had choseii ; and had I been less fond 
of a life of adventure and eaniiteinent, my first voyage would 
proboUy have been also my last 
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This was the first ship I had ever seen ; consequently I 
had hitherto formed hut a very imperfect idea of the service 
or way ot life of a sailor. At first, I by no means relished 
those practical parts of the duty peculiar to midshipmen in 
the Company's service, the firequent mounting aloft to box 
ab^t the mizen-tftp-gallant-yard, or the mizen-top-sail ; above 
all those confounded futtock-shrouds, by which one remains so 
unnaturally suspended, like a spider, between heaven find 
earth, puzzled me exceedingly ; and, for a few days, until 
quizzed out of it, I was &in, like other lubbers, to take the 
shorter and more easy road, and creep into the top through 
Lubber's Hole. However, I was soon a match for the most 
adventurous of my young messmates : and one evening", not 
long after I joined the ship, I was very near paying dearly 
for my imprudence, while vying with these in feats of agility. 
As usual with youngsters, on first joining a ship, until the no- 
velty is exhausted, we had been chasing each other up and 
down the rigging, successively scaling every mast in the ship, 
from the mizen-peak to the fbre-top-gallant-mast, when as a 
finale, I must needs take it into my head to descend from the 
fore-top-mast-head by the stay ; this would have been easy 
enough, had not the stay, which I w^as not aware of, been 
recently tarred. I had only proceeded a few feet, when 1 
would have given worlds to get back, but this was now as 
impracticable as to proceed. It being nearly dark, and few 
persons on deck, no one witnessed my perilous situation, and 
I dreaded too much the ridicule of my companions to call out 
for assistance, which I felt, moreover, it would be difficult to 
afford me. Thus suspended, eighty feet above the deck, in 
almost an inverted position, my hands and feet alternately 
glued to the stay, from which it required every tune a fresh 
effort to release them, I persevered, until I became almost 
exhausted, and expected every moment to be obliged to forego 
my hold, and to be dashed to pieces. At length, by the most 
painful exertions and perseverance^ I reached the bow^sprit, 
and felt like a fe]on reprieved, asd firom tiiat time my mount* 
ing ambition was tempered witba little more prudence. 
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We were detmined netrly two month! at the Mothertenk^ 

oollectii^ the fleet, uid wmitiag ft fitTonnhle wiwL At 

length we pat to eea ander ooiiToy of the Ctahran frigate, 

and one or (woother ahipeof war; bat acaiee had wt cleared 

the Cfatannel,. when a malignant fever with aeorvy and dyaen- 

tery broke out among the crew, and in a diort time made ench 

an aiarming progreaB, that ere we reached the latitode of the 

Cape of Good Hcqie, we could not in cases of exigency mne- 

tei a sufficient number of men to peribnn the reqnired duty. 

The crew on leaving Rngbtnd, consisted, officers included, of 

about one hundred and forty; but besides these we carried out 

three hundred, troops, principally nw recraits of the Scotch 

brigade, and it was among the latter that the first iktal symp-^ 

toms of disease made their appearance. At one period of the 

voyage we had upwards of two hundred in the sack list ; and 

at this crisis the melancholy spectacle daily presented itself 

of the coDsigDoient to the deep of the remains of four or five 

of its unfortunate victims 

On crossing the equator, the usual ceremony, with all* the 
rude characteristics of the barbaioos times from which it dates 
its origin,-^wfaich can only plead costom, and one, which, as 
it is liable to much license and abuse, would be infinitely 
more honoured in the breach than the observance, for its tol- 
eration, — was performed with all the dripping magnificence 
befitting such a solemnity. The Ocean God— one of the 
capt&ins of the fore-castle, — with Mr& Neptune by his side, 
in appropriate paraphernalia, the former with his trident, the 
6hip*8 harpoon, and other symbols of his nautical attributes, 
drawn in a car, and surrounded by a motley crew of veritable 
sea-monstera, personatmg tritons, ^c, proceeded in state firom 
the forecastle along the gang-way to the quarter-deck, to wel- 
come and Teceive the homage of the Captain. The usual 
greeting ended, his moist Majesty in the same state descend- 
ed to the main deck, where, enthroned alongside the usual 
wash-deck-tub, almost an epitome of the boundless dement 
from which it was more than half filled, he commenced 
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holding his levee for the reception and initiation of those 
who had nqt previously submitted to the ordeal which al- 
ways accompanies a first introduction ; and thif, in cases of 
contumacy, resistance, or « grudge on the part of the offici- 
ating minister, is by no means a joke. Placed on a plank over 
the aforesaid tub, the feca of the novice being well lathered 
with tar, and then rasped with a rusty jagged iron hoop, — the 
imperial razor, — certain interrogatories are put to him, which 
if he is simple enough to open his mouth to answer, the brush 
once more well primed is crammed into it Half sufibcated, 
and ere he has time to recover from the surprise occasioned 
by a salute as novel as unexpected, the plank is suddenly 
withdrawn, and he undergoes a submersion from which he 
will be fortunate to escape half-drowned. Happy at length 
to fly from the scene of such a probation, he floupders like 
a half-drowned rat, dripping from his bath, and is just con- 
gratulating himself that the redoubted trial is over, when he 
is assailed on one hand with wet swabs, and on the other 
sluiced with buckets of water, as he runs the gauntlet 
through an avenue of some score of the privileged, among 
whom none are more forward than those who but a few 
moments before had undergone a similar operation. 

On this occasion Jack is wonderfully tenacious of his priv- 
ileges, to interfere with which, or deny them theii* full 
scope, might on board merchant-vessels be attended w ith dis- 
agreeable consequences. Among even the passengers, all, 
with the exception of the aged, or infirm, whatever their 
rank, must succumb, unless (which is rarely the case) indul- 
gence is purchased through the Captain or officers by the me- 
dium of a dnuceur. 

Even in his Majesty's ships a singular license is claimed 
and permitted, and for a few hoiurs all order and discipline 
seem suspended. Towards the close of the war, on board of 
one of our frigates, in a high state of discipline, in which I 
myself and a young officer, a commander in the service, were 
passengers to the West hidies, a striking instance of this 
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occarred. Although I, aa well, I believe, as my coid|miuoci« 
had more than once crassed the Line, yet, seeing we could 
oolyaYoid a ducking— a thing, as we were both invalids by no 
means desirable— by getting out of the way until the slorm 
bad blown over, and this not being Easily attainable any where 
below, we agreed to take poet in the misen-top. — This 
however, we etxm found availed us nothing ; the top was re- 
gularly stonned, and, though fcir a time as obstinately de» 
fended,we were soon overpowered by numbers. Seeing the 
futility and folly of ferther resistance, I, for my own part, 
thought it prudent to yield with a good grace; for we were 
DOW completely outflanked by our assailants, who, from the 
top-mast cro6»-treei, which they had mounted, each with the 
light leather fire-bucket, were pouring down upon us their 
liquid broadsides, in a deluge that soon completely drenched 
us. Nothing could exceed the indignation of my ally, natu* 
Tally of an irritable temperament, who still continued with as 
much earnestness and energy as if it had been an affiiir of 
life and death, to resist the assailants, (who in all quarters 
mounted to the escalade,) laying about him with the top mallet 
in a manner that made me apprehensive that some serious 
consequences would ensue by some one being hurled firom 
the top. 

Off the Cape, where we arrived in the month of June 
—the commencement of winter in this hemisphere — after a 
long succession of boisterous weather, we encountered a 
hirious storm, and such a mountain sea as is nowhere to be 
met with but in these latitudes: We had our starboard quar- 
ter-gallery washed away, lost our fore-top-mast and raain-top- 
gallant-mast, and otherwise suffered so much by the storm, 
tiiat we were &in to receive assistance irom two or three 
ships in the fleet, which, on the weather moderating ^ little, 
sent on beard a draft of seamen. For the information of 
those of my readAs who may have nevef witnessed the won- 
ders of the •* mighty deep," I must remark, that the term 
mountain, as above applied, must not by any means be coiv^ 
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Meted an etiLggented or merely poetical figure of speech , 
in altitude and appearance they are literally such^ and a ship 
in the trough or valley formed by two of these g^igfantic 
billows, is sbmetimes completely shut out from the view of 
her consorts at a little distance. When a sudden lull ic^owa 
a*heavy north-wester, these huge waves, shorn of their saowy 
crests, their outline more clearly defined, exhilnt, as they roll 
along in solemn and equable majesty, a scene of sublixae gran- 
deur. But even then, though divested of their more threat- 
ening attributes, their effects te ships are still very formidable 
these, for want of wind to steady them, frequently carrying 
away their masts from the motion. This took place with one 
ot the Indiamen in our fleet, which rolled away all her top 
masts in a calm. 

About this time, nearly al] the medical officers, those of the 
ship as well as military, succumbed to the malady, and were 
rendered incapable of duty. Our situation may be better 
imagined than described. The ship, old and crazy, took in a 
great deal of water ; and a heavy dead- weight cargo ot block, 
tin and pig-lead, caused her to roll so heavily that at every 
lurch we were on our beam-ends, to our general and almost 
constant discomfort, and the total destruction of all the more 
frail articles of mess, the crockery &c. Then, ever and anon, 
the clanking of the pumps, the continual loud and monoton- 
ous groaning and creaking of every mast, gup, and timber in 
the crazy vessel — as if the inmiense fiibric, like some huge 
leviathan, conflicting with and writhing under the lashes of 
the elements or sympathising with the mournful spectacle of 
the dead and dying, was sending forth notes of wail, — ^formed 
a ccHAcert, which, though not calculated to lull to *'soft 
repose," was peribctly in hsrmony and keeping with the 
lugubrigus whole. The 'tween decks, but more particularly 
t\e orlop, were crowded with between two and three hun- i 
dred sick, pent up in hammocks, where thef had barely space 
to turn. Here and there a few feeble lights glimmering 
through, and half extinguished by the dense vapour from the 
constantly wet decks, barely sufficed to render darkness visible 
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wd to discloBe a picture of wretchednev and ^n^nng to be 
not easily fergotteo. On the orlop there are no porta or 
I scatQes ; consequently the only means of ventilatkn waa the 
scanty supply of fresh air by the wind sails and hatchways^ 
aod the customary routine of scouring decks was necessarily 
suspended at long intervals, as much by the weather as the 
crowded state of them, it being impossible to remove the sick ; 
as may be imagined, therefore, the pestilential effluvia ezhal* 
ing from disease, filth accumulated, and stagnant vapour, were 
those of a charnel-house ; and this sufficiently accounts for 
the virulence and ravages of sickness among the crew. 

As for myself, young and unseasoned aa I was, it Was 
scarcely to be expected I should escape the almost general 
lot at this trying crisis. I suffered in common with all iny 
messmates in the midshipmens* berth, but one a tough old 
stager, who had more than once " weathered the Cape.*^ A 
severe attack of dysentery, followed up by one of scurvy, 
which swelled ray face and legs to a frightful size, brought me 
to the verge of dissolution, end in addition to all this when 
ever the motion of the ship was unusually increased, I con- 
tinned more or less subject to sea-sickness, and this predispo- 
sition I did not entirely get the better of during all the pas- 
sage. Youth, however, and a constitution naturally robust* 
carried me- through all ; and change of air and diet on our 
arrival at Madras soon re*establisbifl my strength. Doubt* 
less one, and not the least ajnoQeJjS^ causes to which may be 
attributed my singularly rapid '^avalesccnce, and recovery, 
was that diversion tf mind, titer our monotonous^and dismal 
passage, which eastern scenery, climate, customs, ^jfi man- 
ners are so well calculated to afford. All who havf visited 
India at that period of life, when the mind, fresh and Wgorbus^ 
is most susceptible of vivid iui^ssi^ns, will readily oegBj^* 
nise the interest which objects of so novel ajdnd cani^ot fail 
to excite on a first arrival in this interef^g country : it is a 
new world, a fresh Iftxistence. The doudtess, glowing azure 
of a tropical sky ; the mbuntain surf that foams and thunders 
aloog the coo^t ; the plaintive song of the Massuhh boatmen* 
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dashing fearlessly thtoagh it ; the scenery; the costume of 
tiie grave and inoffensive natives ;-«all is calculated to excite 
the imagination, and fi)r a time to occasion a constant variety 
and rapid succession of pleasing emotions. 

On the 4th of July, being by our reckoning not &r distant 
from the land, all were on the qui vive, anxiously expecting 
from the look-outs, stationed aloft, the cheering announce- 
ment. From time to time this anxiety was more strikingly 
evinced by the querulons and impatient tone of the officer in 
charge of the deck, inquiring and directing them to "' keep a 
good' look-out on the lee-bow.*' At length the joyful sound 
waif heard, and *^ land ho !" b^lowed from the mast-head, was 
in an instant re-echoed by a hundred glad voices below. — 
There is an indescribable charm in this event, breaking in on 
the ennui and monotony of a long sea passage. What magic 
in that one word — ' land!' What an association of delightful 
images does it not convey ! The crystal stream to the parched 
lips of the wayworn traveller of the desert is not more refresh- 
ing than the first tidings, the first glance of terra firwM to 
the longing mind and vision of the impatient voyager, espe- 
cially should the voyage be his first one, such a one as ours, or 
homeward bound. With what complacency of feeling did 
I not strain my eyes, and gaze on the dim, shadowy, undefined 
outline, like a cloud or fog-bank, hardly perceptible in the 
horizon, and inhale the fragrant evening gale from the land 
redolent of spicy odours, a§ we skimmed along the Coromandel 
shores with a distant view of the aromatic groves of Ceylon ! 
The very simounceHient, Jike a^jspell, opi^ated wonders. It 
seemed tjp give ndw life, new hope, energy, and animation to 
all and every thing on board. Objects inanimate assumed a 
more cheerful hue, and spleen, ennui, and the whole fiiiter- 
ni^L of blue fiends, engendered by idleness and the various 
passions, more particularlsL among our numerous passengers, 
either suddenly took fiight, or gave notice to quit The sick 
roan raised his drooping head, looked follh from hiff narrow 
swinging couch, ind, as he leaned fdfwvrd to'obtain fh>m his 
muse and messmate a confirmation of the joyous report vi« 
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brfttiDgonhisearyhiBaimkea^elirii^tffiiq^ bitiaUiQW 
and emaciated vi9Bge sufiused with & hectic glow, ■oomodall 
at cnce to have taken a new leaee of eiiateace ; while the 
ccmvyeaoent, and many invalid0b who previously, uaequal to 
the efibrt, had been eonfiaed Sx weeks to the unwholeeome 
air and n e igoai e effluvia of the orlop, af^eaied renovated with 
new strength, and for the first time crawled on deck, lo satiate 
their longing eyes with the object of their wishes, and respire 
the pore breath of heaven* 

A few days after our arrival in Madras Roads, we witneased 
the catastrophe of the burning and destruction of the Malabar 
Eaat^TndiamaiL This was occasioned by that carelessness 
which, in defiance of so much lamenta'ble experience, is the 
cause in nine cases out of ten of these awful accidents on 
board of merchant Bhip»— the burning a naked light while 
drawing off spirits in the hold. — ^Fortunately, the occurrence 
took place in the day-time, and no lives were lost ; but though 
the most prompt assistance was furnished by the boats oi the 
fleet, and the most strenuous exertions were made to save the 
^p, the fire spread with an alarming rapidity, and in less 
than an hour (die was enveloped in one vast sheet of flame, and 
shortly after, drifting ftom her anchors, exploded, and not a 
vestige o[ her was to be traced. 

The day previous to the sailing of the fleet, we received on 
board as passengers, or rather prisoners, for the island ot Pulo 
Penang, whither they were e:ftilM for aume political d^in- 
quency, two Polygar Chiefly or Rajahs, Currapoovanee and 
Shnnderlingum, by name. The situation of these unfortunate 
men was truly pitiable: torn firom their country, from friends, 
and hone — fbar the first time in their lives on board a i^ip, on 
a strange element, and among a strange people — it was not 
the least among t^ c&talogue pf their ills at this trying mo- 
ment that ihey should be separated firom the only beings to 
whom they might^ook for sjrmpathy or consolation, whose 
services w$re indispensable, and the only persons, in abort, 
owing to their religious prejudicea^ with wl^om they could 
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hold communion. It so happened, they had arrived on board! 
the evening prior to the intended sailing of the fleet ; and not 
having completed Ihe ammgeraents for their voyage, two or 
three native servants, the only portion of their household 
which accompanied them, were sent on Shore for that purpose : 
owing, however, to some misconception, the convoy having 
weighed early the ensuing morning, they were lefl hehiikl. 
To those acquainted with the tenets of the Hindoos, and the 
scrupulous tenacity with which they adhere to them, it will 
readily be imagined that this circumstance, which among 
any other people would have occasioned but a temporary in- 
convenience, was in this case an irreparable misfortune. We 
had, it is true, some few natives^ Lascars, on board, but these 
not being of the same caste, their services were not available. 
It was amusing to observe to what various and minute cir- 
cumstances their scruples extended: the touch of an European 
or of another sect, was shunned as pollution ; and it was no 
easy matter to avoid at all times on a crowded deck, where they 
sometimes came for air, the contact of some one or other. — 
Whenever this occurred their chaffrin was evident 

They were men of an uncommon stature, robust, and of 
noble mien, and bore their lot with dignity and resignation : 
part of the great cabin waff screened off ^r their use : here 
they shifted for themselves as well as circumstances would 
permit They cooked their own plain rice meal : fortunately 
their simple habits required but little, and they had provided 
their own stock of water, and a few other necessaries. 

A pleasant run of some eight days across the Bay of Ben- 
gal, brought, us to Pulo Penang, or Prince of Wales Island 
This is situated at the western entrance of the Straits of 
Malacca, about two miles from the mainland of Queda, the 
strait forming the anchorage. It is about fifteen miles long 
and eight broad, well wooded and watered. A ridge of moun- 
tains rises in the centre. Tl^e scenery ftom the roads — op« 
posite which is the only tow& in the island, inhabited chiefly 
by Chinese— is extremely picturesque and beautiful. At this 
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place we only remained a few days, to take in a cargo of 
rattans for the China market, and to procure an abundant sup- 
ply of the mo6t delicious fruits; excellent ve^tables and the 
best buffado beef that was to be had ; which, after all, is not 
saying much for the latter. The inferiority of this article 
is the more surprising, as the extensive tracts of the richest 
pasture land all round the town appeared well adapted tor 
the rearing of cattle. The first time 1 was ever entrusted 
with the charge of a boat, was on my being despatched 
with the purser's steward for a cargo of Uiis necessary. We 
had to proceed to a spot some miles distant from the town, 
round a point forming the anchorage, and shut out from all 
communication with the ship, where our purveyor grazed and 
slaughtered his beasts. The crew of tJie boat consisted, for 
the most part, of some old men-of-war's men, part of a batch 
x)f from twenty to thirty individuals who had deserted from 
his Majesty's ships at Spithead, just previously to our leaving 
the Motherbank. Frequent symptoms of discontent had 
shown themselves among this party during the voyage, and 
were probably only repressed by the firmness of our comman- 
der. The boat was scarcely beached, and the purser's steward, 
who had to proceed to a considerable distance inland, out of 
sight, when the crew, taking French leave, set off, leaving 
me on a dreary part of the coast with not a habitation or soul 
near. Young and inexperienced, to the real inconvenience of 
my situation Fancy added her terrific shadows ; all that I had 
ever read or heard of savage ferocity, <* of anthropophagi that 
do men eat," now rose before my excited imagination, and 
oaade me heartily wis^ myself once more on board. Subee* 
qaently, I found that my apprehensions were by no means 
unreasonable : the vindictive and sanguinary character of the 
natives of this archipelago is too well known to cause a dosbt 
of the risk I ran of being plundered or murdered in case of 
encountering any of them alone. Hoping that our protracted 
absence would cause a boat to be sent,. I anxiously looked out 
in the direction of the ship, but in vain. At length, proceed- 

ft little distance from the shore to reconnoitre for a road 

2 
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that might lead me to the town, the direction of which I could 
easily ascertain, I espied, at somo distance inland, a shed ol 
hut, which I conjectured might belong to the party who had tc 
supply us with beef. On reaching this, I found one of the 
boat's crew stretched on the floor in a state of intoxication. 
This man, with some difficulty, I persuaded to return to the 
boat with me; and,4ate in the day, being reinforced by the 
purser's steward and another, I was .enabled to return on 
board.- 

The same night the Remainder of these turbulent beings, 
to the number of twenty, quitted the ship, and joined their 
companions'in the interior. The loss of so many of the most 
effective (for they were all neaily prime seamen) of a crew 
already weakened hy disease, made it necessary at all events 
to recover the fugitives. With this view, an officer was sent 
to remonstrate with and bring them back to their duty. Re- 
inforced by several other deserters, they at first rejected the 
overtures made them, and, when threatened with force, evinc- 
ed a disposition to "show fight ;*' but, at length, tired with short 
allowance, and three nights' bivouac in the forest, and alarm- 
ed at the hostile attitude of a party of sepoys sent against 
them, they all returned to the ship, stipulating for oblivion of 
the past, just a^ we were about to weigh anchor. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during the -remainder of the 
passage to China, the coast of which, after a few days' stay at 
Penang, we reached in little more than a fortnight from Mad- 
ras, KoA proceeded to the usual anchorage of the East India 
fleets, ofi the village of Wampoa, ii^. the river of Canton, 
where we remained between three and four months to take 
inacai^aof tea.- 

• •• 
Puslt^ this sojourn, the manners and customs of this sin* 

gulor people, in every thing the antipodes of those of Europe, 

presented a never-feiling source of interest and amusement; 

bat the field of observation of those who trade to China, limit* 

ed as it is lyy the jealous policy of the Chiiie8e» affi>id8 little 
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qpportuiii^ of ooUecting date te more tbui a partial ateteh 
of tba nntinnal habiUi and eoatooM of thk vaiy remarkaUe 
lace. Fareignen are allowed no *^**""*'"*'^*wp with tbe in- 
terior, aad those resident at Canton are confined to the sab- 
orbs, none are allowed to enter the city bat by q>ecial penni» 
don, which is rarely obtained. However^ the range of the 
fonner is sufficiently eztenaive; and the simiUtade of their 
uchitectore, and the loomie of their towns and eitiei^ so eiact 
that, accordiiig to authorities well inlbnned onthe sabject, a 
very correct notion may be fonned of the latter in every part 
of tke empire. 

Canton, the capiud of the province of Quangton, is finely 
ntiiated on the banks of a noble river. It consists of three 
towns, fonning nearly a sqnare, divided by high walls, and 
is said to contain a population ot upwards of a million of inhab* 
itants. The streets, long and narrow, (the widest not more 
than twenQr feet,) are paved with flag stones; no horse-car- 
riage of any description, either for the transport of burthens 
or passengers, being in use. The fimner are generally su^ 
pended on bamboos, between two or more men« and the latter 
carried in sedanaL The houses in general have but one floor, 
built of wood, earth, or sometimes brick, fiintiirticail|r»and 
showily coloured and vamiahed. In the population above 
stated must be included those who continually reside in BfipUs 
OQ the water ; and this amphibious portion are said to consebc 
tute nearly a moiety of the whole. Thousands of these boats/ 
HI apparently equally under tbe municipal regulations, iire 
arranged in admirable order and precisioa in rows, fixrming 
legular streets, communicating with the shore. Europeans 
occupy a range of buildings called "Victories,*' fironting a 

spacious quay. ^< . . ^ , 

... . • 

C^ a. visit paid to our captain, residfiSg^atiii^ ikfter, another 
youngster and myself, stimulated by curlWty,-o**Hther by 
the exaggerated difBcolties said to be cncocui&red in ]]{f;netra- 
ting the sacred precincts, took it into our headsjto n^e the 
attempt. After proceeding a considerable distance in « cen- 
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tral direction, through varioDs long, narrow, and intricate 
streets in the suburbs, we at length reached a stone portal, 
(in its architecture not much unlike the entrance to some 
French provincial towns,) which We had reason to conclude 
was one of the city barriers. As our enterprise would be 
achieved by merely setting foot within this, and taking a 
peep, we cautiously reconnoitred for a moment, and, seeing the 
coast clear, made a bold push, and, without encountering any 
(4>po6iti(»i, passed the interdicted boundary : but we had not 
proceeded many steps ere we were sent to the right-about by 
a native of the Celestial Elmpire, the Cerberus of the gate, 
who no sooner caught a glimpse of us than, rushing forth from 
his lair, with arms extended in the manner of one chasing a 
drove of swinish depredators from a potato-garden, with loud 
cries and menacing gestures, he compelled us to retreat in 
double-quick time. This excursion furnished us with some 
specimens of Chinese urbanity and courtesy ; for, on our re- 
turn, having got involved in the labyrinth of streets, or rather 
alleys, in which we S>und ourselves, so as to lose our way, all 
our attempts by signs (for we knew not a syllable of the lan- 
guage) to obtain information, were treated with insult and 
derision. At length, a" mob having collected, I began to feel 
a littte awkward, and I know not what turn our adventure 
might have taken, had not aforeign gentleman, Resident of the 
Factory, by chance passing by, extricated, us from our disa- 
geeable situation by conducting us to our station. I know 
nfot whether it "originates in the exclusiveness of their gov- 
ernment, but certainly the deep-rooted prejudice existing 
among the lower orders of this empire agamst all classes of 

STp'«^i^^ ^^""^"^ '^'"^ ^^' Europeans,) is very remarkable 
. and the above was by no means Ule only instance, not only 

?etf LXr^"^ "" "^^ neighbourhoi of the a.chi 

intScSite'S^^^^^ 

which hrve h tK t ^ ''*^'°'''' "^'^y ^ ^"^^ the causes 

wnich have hitherto prevented this^otherwise ingeniau3 peo. 
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pie, who lay claim to tlie mTe&tkm of that fint cawntial of 
navigatira, the oompaaB, from making any piogiow in ahi^ 
building or navigation ; for, wj^hoat reference to this, an in- 
feriorit^fto striking woold be an anomaly very inoooaistent 
with the character of this people, so celebrated for industry 
and skill in thearts and in science. Their junks are the most 
unsightly hulks that can be imagined. With a poop and 
fi>recaatle vying in altitade with their masts, of which they 
have generally bat one, and never more than two, each one 
nngle enormous spar, with a matrsail of proportionately gigan- 
tic dimensions, divided fi^m head to foot into reefs by poles 
of bamboo — ^how these unsightly, unwieldly arks, so little in 
unison with Eurof^mn notions cf cause and effect, make shift 
to navigate at all, seems quite an enigma but they neverthe- 
less contrive to make ccoisiderable voyages, hugging the 
shore, and patiently waiting &vourable oppc^unities of wind 
and weather. Many of these craft are from fi?e hundred to 
a thousand tons burthen, with sometimes a crew of from three 
to fbur huiidred men. To obviate the fetal consequences of 
springmg a leak at sea they have adopted an ingenious de- 
vice the hold is divided into numerous compartments by 
bulkheads, caulked and rendered water-tight 

In the constractiQn and management of their boats the 
Chinese excel, and it ir really marvellons to observe the skill 
and dexterity with which either sex indiscriminately impels 
and niancBuvres their frail skiffiL This is usually performed 
by a scull, moved on an iron pin in the stern, instead of a 
row-lock : the larger class of boats are generally about twen- 
ty-five feet long, with a cabin built of bamboo, resembling 
in the general profile our municipal barges ; they are divided 
into one or more apartments, in cme of which is always seen 
the household deity, or Jos, in a little niche, resembling very 
much those of the Virgin Mary seen in Catholic countries. 

Nothing is more deli|^tfiil to ^res wearied with gazing «t 
nought but sky and water during a long sea-voyage, than the 
landscape in the immediate vicinity of the anchorage. The 
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whole country on each ode the river is in the highest state of" 
cultivation ; to the right, on a verdant level of meadow, and 
paddy fields, a short distance from the river, the village of 
Whampoa ; on the left a sucession of beautiful hill^islands^ 
insulated by the meandering branches or tributary streams of 
the Tigris ; among which, opposite to the shipping, figures 
Danes Island, memorable among British tars as the scene of 
many a frolic, as well as firacas, with the natives or the seamen, 
of other nations. 

A favourable homeward-bound passage presented an agree- 
able contrast to, and in some measure compensated for, our 
boisterous and eventful one outward. From the h)ng bank oF 
Lagullus, the submarine termination of th^southem extreme 
of the continent of Africa to St Helena, our voyage was ab- 
solutely delightful. With a steady top-gallant south-east trade 
and fine, though in general hazy weather, we ran with a quar. 
terly wind a distance of five or six hundred leagues, scarce 
starting tack or sheet, brace or bow-line, the whole way. All 
on board seemed imbued with the serene influence of the 
genius of the gale. The harpooner, astride the spiritsail yard, 
launched his three-pronged dart at the dolphin or bonnetta 
while others lured them with the glittering bait, or, tlie days' 
duty over, sported, sang, laughed and joked, or danced their 
uncouth jigs to the music of some simple Arion, while the 
mids and other youngsters, stationed on the poop like so many 
monkeys, were climbing the ropes and rigging, and perform- 
ing all kinds of merry antics. 

During the night of the 5th of April, the mean reckon- 
ing by the chronometers of the fleet per signal the day be- 
fore having advertised us of our vicinity to the land, a teight 
look-out was kept in order that we might not overshoot it ; a 
circumstance, from the constant direction of the wmd and 
currents, and the hazy state of the atmosphere, not easily re- 
paired. The morning brok«, lowering and foggy ; but soon 
the mast-head-man's voice of cheering omen was heard, 
AQd St Helena rearmg its dark, and scorched, fiineial crest, 
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lonely and sullen, from the wide boKNn of the ocean* wm teen 
irom the deck looming gloomily wad heavily to the north- 
west. On the first view of this dark rock under similar cir* 
cumstaAes, the imaginative voyager, though ungifted with 
the superhuman foresight into futarity to apostrophize its de^ 
tinies in the language of the ancient seers* {** And thou t0O| 
ocean isle, unfruitful and desolate, a proverb and a by-word 
to the buccaneer, the smuggler, and the fugitive wanderer of 
the deep, shalt not be least in fame in the proud annals of 
kingdoms and of states!**; might, with little exertion of fan- 
cy, well deem it fitted, if not predestined to its late and 
present uses, as the prison and the tomb of " the foremost 
man of all this world." 

For my own part, 1 cannot imagine how the compatriot 
admirers ot the extraordinary beihg, for whom it was re- 
served to fulfil this fiat of fiite, dwuldbb so anxious to remove 
his ashes. If the object of a monument is to insure the en« 
durance of fame, this volcanic rock, — typical of the moral 
convulsion that produced and formed the man, standing alone 
in isolated majesty, and rearing its proud crest, towering 
and lofty as his own aspiring ambition, in the centre of that 
globe filled by his name — amid the wide waste of water% 
profound as his own vast conceptions, and boundle« as 
bis own insatiate wishes — sternly firm and unshaken amidst 
the war of elements as his own immoveable resolves, ui^ 
bending will, and feelings indurated in the carnage and the 
strife of contending nations; and lastly, fruitless as the vanity 
of his selfish will and misdhrected ambition, — if, I say, the 
resting-place of the dead should typify the deeds and char- 
acter of that dead when living, where but on the rock of St 
Helena should lie the bones of Napoleon 1 

The Pjrramids of Egypt will, in a space of time that may 
be reckoned, be buried in the rapidly accumulating sands of 
he desert ; and already the name of Cheops, enveloped in 
doubt and mystery, (to preserve whose memory or remains 
they were perhaps raised by the blood and sweat of mil*} 
lions,) is all that remains of their history. 
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Veadome's *^ proud colaiim» pointing to the skies,^ 
8tiU flrailer memonal of the warrior's blood-stained fiime, — 
at the mercy ot numerous c<Hitlngeneie8 inseparable firom 
war and politics, mayj in mie short hoar, be levelled With the 
dust; whilst that ocean^land shall endure until 



the great globe ilaelf, 



And All whhai ii inherit, shall diaolve. 
And, like Um baaeleas fabric of a Tigioo, 
Leave not a wreck behind. 

Ranging along close under the dark-brown precipitous clifis 
of the eastern side of the island, on one or two points of 
which are military posts, we were hailed by an officer irom 
one of these at the north-east angle of the island ; and, beibre 
we reached the anchorage, were assailed by some tremen- 
dous heavy squalls, which came roaring down the valle3r8 
with a fiirce that made all stagger again. — ^At length we 
reached the anchorage, coming to in deep water q)p06ite 
St James* l\>wn ahd VaUey. Along the shores of this rock, 
mackerel are so abundant and so easily caught, that in a few 
hours every man in the ship, by putting over a line and hook 
of the most simple mann&cture, procured an ample suj^ly. 
A patty as usual was also sent on shore to pick water- 
(vesses, the only vegetable resource on the island. These, 
with a supply of pure water as clear as crvstal, in exchange 
ior the putrid filth we had so long been imoibing, constitated 
na absolute luzuiy. 

Our captain G ^,an cAd naval officer, \diose private 

worth and profes^onal merit insured him the respect and 
esteem of all who knew him, had uniformly throughout 
the voyage shown a truly paternal interest in the com^nrts 
and welftreofthe youngster midshipmen under his charge. 
He affected to- be very proud of his <.' Royal Mids,'* as, 
when introducing us on shore, he used to call us. He did not 
now foigetua A day or two alter our arrival, orders were 
given to allow lis all to go on shore, witili instructions to his 
own steward to attend us as purveyor on the occasion. With 
thia view a large basket, well fVinAted with vme and vi* 
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ands, carried by one of the eervants, wBs prepared ; and after 
a delightful ramble oTer rocks and precipices until we had 
explored the greater part of the island, we sat down to a pic- 
nic dinner in the Governor's garden, at Plantation House; a ve- 
ry pretty place, especially when contrasted with the surroun- 
ding desolation and sterility. A tortoise was shown us, 
which we ^were given to understand was upwards of two hun- 
dred years old. Hitherto the march had been conducted un- 
der the auspices of oar commander-in-chief, the steward 
with an order and harmony that could hardly have been 
expected amongst a set of wild harum-scarum urchins like 
so many ivlld colts just let loose ; but, by the time that our 
magazines were exhausted, to the no small delight of the 
jolly tar at the head of the transport service, a spirit of in- 
Bubordination gradually began to dev elope itself in a variety 
of &eaks and gambols, which our governor vainly endeav- 
oured to check, and which soon, in spite of threats to inform 
the powers, broke out into open defiance. Two of the party 
becoming pugnacious, a combat ensued ~a VAnglaise^ which 
ended in one of them being disabled by some serious wounds 
and braise& With the exception of this iracas, the day pas- 
sed off very pleasantly, and we all returned delighted with 
our excursion. 

A short time previously to reaching St Helena ; we had 
spoken a trader, from whom we obtained the first informa- 
tion of the Peace of Amiens. On leaving the island there- 
fore, there being no farther any necessity fiur convoy, or for 
the fleet keeping company, we separated ; and, as the route 
of each varied more or less, it became a speculation of some 
interest which ship wquld first reach its destination; and con- 
siderable sums were staked on the probabilities. In this 
instance we proved that **the race is not always to the 
swift;'* outward-bound, we were the dullest sailer in the fieet, 
and we now reached England the firsts 
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CHAPTJEll IL 

Voyage to Jarnaica. Azores, Arrival at Kingston. — 
Journey to and sojourn in the Blue Mountains. 3/lag- 
nijicent Scenery. Maroons. Three Jingered Jack, — 
QuMshi. Creole Oversea, Return to Kingston. Voy^ 
age to England. Dreadful Hurricane. Wreck and Dia- 
per sixmo fConvoy. Disaster of H. M. ship Calypso^ and 
melancholy fate of her crew. Narrow escape of the 
Goliath. 

The Peace haying materially changed my prospects in the 
East-India service, it became necessary to turn my views in 
another direction, and a Mend having just returned from 
the Island of Jamaica, where among the commercial class he 
possessed ej^tensive connexions and influence, his advice 
and patronage determined me on taking a trip to that island. 
Accordingly, furnished with credentials to many of the 
most opiUent and respectable of the mercantile community in 
the city of Kingston, I embarked as passenger in the West* 
India i^p Royal Edward. 

Our yo3rage was not remarkable for any event .of interest 
We made the Canaries, and had an oppcotunity for two or 
three days, during which our progress was retarded by light 
wuids and calms, of contemi^tmg the loffy peak of Tene- 
jifle, lifting itself high above the clouds; and, after a 
pleasant passage of between five and six weeks of uninter- 
rupted fine weather, we arrived in the harbour of King- 
ston. 

Anticipation is tlie mother of disappointment My re- 
ception however, on landing, if not quite so cordial as my 
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fancy had led me to expect, was on the whole tolenble ; bat 
the fine hopes I had been led to form from my commercial 
speculations met with little encouragement Trade, I was 
given to understand, was languishing. I was recommended 
to turn planter; and as I had but the choice . of following the 
suggestions, or ibragoiag the patronage, of mj advisers, a^ 
ter a little grave prosing, in which a very pretty picture of 
the advantages and felicity of such a mode of life was delinea- 
ted, I acquiesced. This settled, it was soon intimated to me 
that Kingston being peculiarly unhealthy, and above all in* 
imical to the constitutions of new comers, no time should be 
lost in proceeding to the interior, where, in a purer and more 
temperate atmosphere, I might become seasoned to the climate, 
and have at once the opportunity of essaying my new pr> 
fession. With this view, a journey into the country was 
forthwith decided on ; and, however unwillingly, it being little 
in unison with my inclinations, on the second or third day of 
my sojourn ki Kingston I set oft with two or three acquain- 
tances, proceeding in the same direction, for the place of my 
probation, a coffee-plantation in the heart of the moun* 
tains, some thirty miles from the city. 

Few countries can boast more magnificent scenery than 
Jamaica ; a fact which, in spite of the somewhat nnfayour* 
able state of the atmosphere on quitting the low lands, (at 
times hazy, with latterly some drizzling showers,) I had ample 
opportunity of verifying. The first Gve or six miles firom the 
town, our way led over a flat covered with fields of the su- 
gar-cane ; the remaindef of the journey through a mountainous 
country thickly covered with wood. As we wound along 
the zig-zag paths of the steep acclivities, now on the brink of 
a perpendicular precipice hundreds of feet in depth, with a 
torrent foaming through thedarkabyssbelow,or now emer- 
ging from sdme nanow mountain-pass, whid| conuaaaaded a 
{Hxxipect more extended, the eye was ravished it^Ui every va- 
riety of landscape. Before us, to the northwax$; i^tibe cloadfl» 
broke, we had an occasional glimpse of that Btupendouteen- 
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tral chain called the Blue Mountains, towering above the 
dense volumes of vapour which encircled them. Beneath, in 
dontrast to the frowning grandeur of these, the sight reposed 
on the rich and verdant vaUey ; or, turning to the south, rest- 
ed on the level and extended savannah, with the ocean in 
the distance,, blending its blue horizon with the ethereal 
azure of the sky. Here and there below, in some seques- 
tered dell, the snug planter*s house and negro village 
peeped forth from a grove of clustering bananas, in the midst 
of a forest of the hixuriant and blossomed coffee-shrub. But 
the eye alone can convey an adequate conception of tropi- 
cal scenery, particularly in this island. Here Nature, ever 
bountiful, is prodigal in the extreme ; and whether viewed 
in the awful magnificence in which she sits enthroned in her 
giant mountains, the richness and profusion m which she re- 
vels in the low lands, or the gorgeousness of tint and colouring 
in which she is everywhere arrayed, she alike defies the pen- 
cil^ or the pen to render her justice^ • 

The spot of my seclusion was a coffee-plantation, the 
dwelling-house and premises of which were situated on the 
brow of a small conical hiH, at the bottom and at the eastern 
extremity of a deep valley or basin formed by the surrounding 
mountains; those to the north and east, rising one above anoth- 
er, in an immense amphitheatre, until lost in the clouds; 
while to the southward they were less bolil. Down in the 
ravine at the back of the house fi>amed a torrent, a branch 
of which, turning ofi in a small artificial channel, babbled 
in a crystal stream through the works below^, where it 
served the purpose of turning a mill for the preparation of 
the cofiee, and added at the same time to the beauty of the 
landscape. 

On the estate, and not fiir distant from our abode, was a 
cave, one of the many haunts of the celebrated Obi Man, so 
kng the terror oi Jamaica, and whose fitme, through the medi- 
um of dramatic story, at the beginning of the present century, 
reached to our own shores, under the well-romembered nick- 
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mune, fiom a oamBgaadmg muHlitMn m om of lui hands* 
of Thzee-fingered Jack. 

The theatre of thia smgukr being's exploits having been 
principally on this part of the island^ and tlie frets still re- 
cent on my arrival in Jamaica, I had the opportunity of pick- 
ing ap some interesting particulars from various individuals 
weU acquainted with our 'hero's history, and, among others, 
from the Maroon negro Qua^i alias Jonathan Reader, the 
man who finally put a period to the unfortunate Jack's en- 
terprises, and at the same time his existence.* 

* This mmtk, whom aodaeioiM depredations and ndiievamttf were at onee 
the dremd and admiration of tlie islanders, whose eflTorls. backed by the most 
stieaBiMiieaefftions of the civil and militaiy authorities, he continued so long 
to defy, exercised over the negro population, prone to supentition, the awft 
uolimited inflQenoe, prindpally through their unshaken faith in his super* 
Batumi attribates, he being one of the prelenderi to the diarai of Obi, or 
Afirican necromancy. This belief was strengthened by his ainnst super- 
homan physical strength, activity, and indomitable courage. In muscular 
power, he was said to be a match for any three men in the Colony ; and his 
loooraotiins energies were no less surprising ; his activity and celerity of mo- 
tion being each as to countenance the delusion that prevailed, as to the un- 
earthly agency of which he was said to avail himself. OAentimes. when 
the negroes of an estate, to the amount of two or three hundred, were as- 
sembled at evening muster before the plantation house, when the fame of 
same reoenc enterprift was going round in mysterious whispers among 
these- awe-stiicken, simple people, at a moment whed the scene of the exploit 
was so remote that they could not dream of his proximity, he jvould sudden- 
ly, as though he sprang from the earth, appear amongst them ; and such was 
the veneration or terror which he never fiiled to inspire, that although a 
laige sum was otEered for his capture, dead or alive, no one of the 'multitude 
attempted to molest him. On his holding up the awful mutilated hand, 
the whole would sometimes prostrate themselves before him. He would 
then, nnawed by the presence of the proprietor, or white overseer of the es- 
tate, deliberately levy his contributions, principally offoed, and retreat to 
the woods. — Sometimes he would carry with him one or more of the female 
slaves,— for Jack, though capricious and fond of change, was of a very 
amorous temperament; and it was remarked, that their transient sojourn 
produced a most salutary efiect, they invariably returning sleek and 
healthy, 

Not far distsnt, in the strongholds of the Blue Mountains, dwelt an inde- 
pendent race of coloured men, descended originally ftosi runaway negroes, 
and a remnant of that army, );MincipaUy composed of Blades, which the first 
Etiropean colonisu, the Spaniards, brought into the field to -Of^iose their 
Eoglish assailants, under Pen and Venables,.in the year 16S6. ■ At 4h^ sub- 
sequent conquest of the island, they established themselves in thes^.im^W|p^- 
trable wilds, and had for nearly a century been the pest of the islanders, re- 
sisting alike every amicaUe oflfer, (even a guarantee for thetr- freedom, and 
twenty acres of land a-bead, by the Governor, Sir Charles liyttletODi,) and 
every hostile attempt against them ; until at length, in 1740, under th^ gov- 
ernment of Trelawney, being driven from their fastnesaes, principal- 
ly by a body of Musquito lAdians, taken into pay for the purpose, they ac^ 
ccpted the pacific overtures made to them, and since, the Maroon war of 
1795 have remained peaceful subjects, rendering themselves eminently serv- 
iceable tQ the colonists, agreeably to one of the articles of the original treaty 
made with them, in arresting deserters flroo; the estates. One or these, the 

3 
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One evening, shortly after my arrival, having: retired raihef 
earlier than usua], I had just tumed-in, as the sailara' i^irase 
is, hat had not yet disposed myself to sleep, when I saddenly 
felt the hed, the furniture, and the whole &bric in mc^ticm : the 
sensation this occasioned was of so peculiar a kind, that I find 
some difficulty in conveying an accurate idea of it It seem- 
ed as if some mighty arm, applying a lever on one side of the 
house, had given the building a sudden lift: this wa» succeed- 
ed by a sort of tremour, or ondulatory movement, as slight as 
it was transient, and all again was quiet The solemn still- 
ness of the hour, and the death-like calm, the usual harbia- 
ger of these visitations, made the circumstance more striking 
and perceptible. Not a breath of air sufficient to rustle the 
surrounding foliage was stirring : every thing animate and 
inanimate was hushed in the most profound tranquillity. Un- 
prepared for such a phenomenon, for an instant my mind was 
impressed with that vague and undefined sensation, a mixture 
of surprise and awe, which one may be supposed to experi- 
ence when the imagination is deluded by the idea of a super- 
natural influence. This, however, instantly gave place to the 
conviction that this could be no other than a specimen, the 
first I had ever witnessed, of those convulsions of nature, of 
such fi"equent occurrence in this part of the world ; and I 
learned next morning that this had been one of the smartest 

Maroon Q^aasbi, excited by the promised reward, undertook the capture of 
our h'ro. Headopted^the Christian relii^ion as a coupter-charm to the ma^c 
induence of his antagonist, and took the naihe of Jonathan Reader: Being 
well acquainted with the ha«mts of the fugitive, as well as the intricate path 
and passes of these almost impenetrable forests, he set out'with a young 
Maroon, 'his nephew, strong in his new faith, and confident of success-- 
At this crisis it might be said that. the whole island were on the alert for 
the same purpose ; bodies of troops were scouring the country in all direc 
tions, *ftid all the power of the Executive, so long baffled, was exerted to the 
same end. •• . ■ 

For a considerable time the local sagacity and activity of Reader nearlv 
a match for those of his antagonist, were completely foiled. Once tlievhad 
grappled, but the superior strength of the latter enabled him to escane A* 
length, hunted fom covert to covert, and probably exhausted bv Mb aimn«t 
superhuman exertions, he f«ll into the hands of his deadly adversarv as 
be was sleeping under a tree. On this occasion, after a desperate struMle 
in which he succeeded m disarming and severely wounding his oononent 
be once nMt4 slipped through his hands. But his hour wSs come -for in 
his flight, having to cross ato adjacent valley, he was brought down bv'a mus" 
ket-sbpt. Bs he was mounting the opposite hill; and the fictorl^verinff his 
St5ila2r.um^^' '^^^^^ °^ P^*^"""* ^*« "^^^ ^° tie aiSfel ?he 



shocks of an eaTthquake ezpenenced fer many yearn In Hi 
proper place, I afaaJl ha?e lo treatjnorelafgely on thiaaobj^et 
havingf keen an eye-witneas of some remarkable phenomeDa 
attending the eruptkm of Mount Souffiier, the Tolcaiio in the 
isUnd of St Yincenfa, oa the 27th of Apri), 181% and of oCh> 
&CB, m connezioii with the great eardiqaake at Caraccaa» 
which may throw some new light on the theory of these great 
workingB ot nature, or at least be interesting to men of sci- 
ence. 

A few weeks' pM of the monotoaous and solitary life of a 
planter safficed* with my original disreliBh for the ignoble call- 
ing itself than which the sitoation of the meanest »ilor or 
soldier appeared to me for more respectable, to make me 
heartily sick of it; not that my situation waa by any meana 
akin to that of the general run of the tyros of the profesBioD, 
yclept book-keepers, for, under kindlier ausi»ces than the fh^ 
temity can' geniirally boast, I was placed on the estate of a 
friend <^ one of my patrons, and, on the score of comfort, nay, 
even loxory, indulgence, leisure, and comparative independ- 
ence, there was nothing to complain of: but I had no society ; 
RolHnson Crusoe himself scarcely experienced a more total 
isolation fro^n the world. Indeed, although I had brought with 
me introductions to some respectaide neighbouring ftunilies 
theHistance to these in a country so impracticable was such 
as to preclude any very frequent visits ; so that the only 
civilized being with whom I could exchange ideas waii the 
Creole overseer , or manager of the estate, compared with 
whom Man Friday was perhaps a more intelligent, and cer- 
tainly a far more amusing companion. Never having been 
out of the island, and rarely beyond the precincts of the pro- 
perty which he superintended, the circumscribed orbit of his 
ideas, incapable of ranging beyond his agricultural pursuits, 
was evident accordingly. But if he lAA ik pattcity of ideas, 
he was a man of still fewer words; and l^t ^^ another 
stumbling-block to our intercourse, h^ was morebv^e^ extreWe- 
ly dea£ Day after day would he sit at the do6r of the man- 
sion-house, which commanded a view of the works, with a 
pipe or cigar in his mouth, scarcely exchanging a word, 
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^ile had for a miMress, (a circuiiutaiice of* conmion oeeur- 
reace in the CokHues*) (me <^ the aegreases of the estate, who 
auperiutended the meHoget and whoee c^trol over the house- 
hold made her a penon oi no small consequence in our little 
&miiy. For reasons which it woM be difficalt to divine— her 
a^e verging on forty, and the touteTisetnUeiji her sable cfaannB 
being rather an antidote than excitement to any of the setter 
feelingly particularly in a boy of sixteen — he took it into 
his head to imagine something equivocal between us, and 
occasionally evinced some restive feelings* This and other 
circumstances contributed to fill up &e measure of dislike, 
verging to disgust, at the restraint which I experienced ; and 
aoon one sole idea took possession of my mind, that oreman^ 
cipating myself, come what mig^t from my thfaldom. 

Having little to iexpect from the lukewarm patronage of. 
my friends in Kingston, on taking such' a Hep without their 
knowledge or participation, my thoughts naturally recurred to 
that profession I had so recently quitted, the earfar.^bias for 
which had never been extinguished, j^y.old predilection 
for the sea returned la full fi>rce, and became the pdvot on 
which all n^ vague and half-digested plans now turned^ 

Among l^e casual circumstances which, if not the p|ima- 
ly causes, have so direct and powjerful an influence 6h the 
moat important determinations of our lives, the- more minute, 
(but which are frequently the incipient germs from whence 
emanate our- inclinations an^ our will,) important as is the 
speculation in the training £lnd education of youth, are often 
entirely overlodked. Thus the inclination, the original source 
of which it is* by no means difficult to trace to the early im-^ 
pressions desived from the all^engrossing theme of my ju- 
venile dayo, the fame, nearly at its zenith, of the British na- 
vy ; and the iuspinng aid of the songs of Dibdin, the airs of 
which still vibrate on my recollection, and conjure up many 
a delightful^ associatioa of thought, — the inclination which 
had so long slumbered, was in no small degree resuscitated 
and nourished by the view of the majestic element^ which 



occwfiionallyt in my nlitary nraUes, I cao^ a giimpse of 
frun some high inoaiitaiii-ridge,8tretching its ezpaanve boaora 
intermiiiable, and, af^mreiitly muruffled, ia tha djgtawce. It 
would be difficult, particularly to that very numeioaa dasy 
matter-o^fiict fidks, (whose train of thought, and action, always 
mechanical, disclaiming any jflfiity to the intellectual or 
id€sal, comprehend only theLlaa^ible, and with whom it is nat- 
uraUy the fiishion to sneer at ith^* expression of some of the 
finest feelings of our nalbre, as bofd^nng on puling sentidien^ 
or Quixotic romance^M give an idea o^4e emotkas i^ illu- 
sions wfltehjfe^^ occasions aevor failed'to conjure up to my 
youthful &ncy. *What visions floated bsi^e my iiilagination! 
The road of adventure, leading perhaps to fame a^d fortune, 
was before me; and, like the ahephofd in the fable, on view- 
ing the flacid crea^of ocean, heedless of the storm, dream- 
ing but of l^iA^th aAaniiJ asj^yr breezes, I longed once nK>re 
to be ranging its4oundless fiejds. 

The most accessible of the acquaintances before referred 
to, was o&e who dwelt in a neighbouring valley, where he 
cultivated a smj||l coffee-estate, of which he was the propriet- 
or. This gentleman, whom I had once or twice met at the 
militia masters of the district, — all the whites of a certain age 
beings obliged to, serve, — and who on these and some other oc- 
casions had shown me many attentions, and had evinced 
much interest respecting me, had passed the meridian of a 
life of great vicissitude and adventure, chiefly at sea. The 
narration of many interesting circumstances reftrring to his 
vojrages and hair-breadth escapes, as may be supposed, was 
not of a nature to allay my predominant inclination : to him 
I finally confided my wishes and plans, with which I had the 
satisfaction to find his opinions so entirely to coincide, that, af< 
ter his kindly profler of any assistance I might stand in need 
of in furthering my views, of which the means of transport 
for myself and baggage was the most essential, I made up 
my mind, and within a few hours after I was on the road. 

My intentions being announced to my Creole messmater ' 
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one fine monungi early moantad» like Gil Bias, on my mole, 
with two stoat negroes to carry my baggage, I sallied fixtfa, 
and with the buoyant feelings and light-heartednesa oi tihre- 
flecting youth, like the bird let loose from its cage, bidding a 
final adieu to these dreary solitudes, reckless of the uncertain 
future, and without a sin^ intrusive care on the score of 
the reception I might meet wAth from my patioas, to whom 
I had not the opportunity of previously, communicating my 
^^novBments, I made the best o[ my way to Kingston. 

Like the h.^6'9 — my equestrian prototype — my journey had 
also its adventure i. for, while jogging on, complacently ab- 
sorbed incertain waging dreams, my progress was arrested, if 
not like his by the muzzle of a robber^s musket, by some 
object sufficiently formidable to terrify my mule, a fine spir- 
ited animal, which, suddenly darting to the other side of the 
road, completely unshipped me, and, leavii^ me sprawling in 
the dust, set off in double-quick time in the direction of the 
city, from which we were distant only about three milea 

On my arrival in Kingston, my wishes encountered no ol> 
stacle : a requisition to my friends, limited splely to the being 
put in a way to return to England, was forthwith complied 
with, and in a few days found myself on board a fine|iew ship 
the Tolloch CaisUe, of about five hundred tons buitiien, nomi- 
nally as second mate. This arrangement was made with my 
participation, and in accordance with the view of i^eturning to 
the professio%; at the same time that it saved the expense 
of passage-money, it afibrded me an excellent opportunity of 
adding to my stock of practical nautical knowledge. 

This occurred a few weeks previously to the commence- 
ment of hostilities in 1808, and our ship made one of a fleet 
of fifty sail, which left Port Rojral in the month of July in 
that year, under the protection of the (xoliath of 74 guns, 
and the Calypso sloop-of-war. 

The weather continued fine, and all was as fiivourable as 
cott)d be wished, until we had reached the parallel of the 
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Bermodfts a Utde to the narth-eatt, where we eneoontered e 
furioaB httrrkaae. The eeaeoD of these, so ^oftea fttel to 
sh^ in this latitude, hod now amved, and the squally* low- 
ering weather, the harbingei which generally precedes them, 
had prevailed for some days; hvton the evening of the event- 
ful night which ndiered in the preeiding demon of the stonn, 
appesnnces had become so much more threatening, that fay 
signal from the Commodore's ship^ the whole fleet were or- 
dered to make all^ the extraordinary preparations usual on 
such occasions. .-Birery ship through the dim obscure of a 
murky atmosphere might be seen reefii^f fSrling, striking 
top-gallant yards and masts, -and taking all the precautions 
whiclrprudence, aided by experience, could dictate, and which 
the moment seemed to demand. On board our own ship, 
every thing was furled and close-reefed, save the maiQ^to|H 
sail, and the main and fore stay-sails. The wind at sunset 
blew hard in squalls from the south-west, and the weather was 
thick, hazy, and rainy. — About midnight however, just as 
the middle watch bad relieved the deck, the wind suddenly 
lulled ; the dense mass of dark lowering clouds, which had so 
long obscured the face of the heavens, broke ; the moon, about 
the fhU, i^one forth in all her brilliancy, and we began to flat- 
ter ourselves we had for once been agreeably deceived. 

While thus congratulating each other on the^ favourable 
change, full of {^easing anticipations of the prosperous term- 
ination of the voyage, and a speedy sight of the white clifb 
of our native land-<4iow many, alas! with thoughts, per- 
haps, thus occupied, in one short hour, were to be hurried ^ to 
that bourne firom whence no traveller returns,** and to close 
their mortal voyage in the gulf which even then was yawn- 
ing to receive them ! — a little after 1 a. m. the wind, which, 
as 1 remarked before was from the southward, and had con- 
fliderably moderated, suddenly flew round to the noith-west, 
and with one tremendous gust, or rather explosion, which 
nothing could resist, tore the sails from the yards, and threw 
the riiip with a dreadful crash on her beam-ends : even the 
furled sails were split to tatters, and the close-reefed main-top 
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sail blown Jike a rag out of the bolt-rope : to this we probably 
owed the {Hreservation of the ship and our lives ; a stouter sail 
might have involved the loss of the masts, or capsized the 
ship; a» it was, we were, for some time in a sufficiently criti- 
cal situatii^n. The ship on her side^ the crew hanging <»iby 
the weather gunwales and rigging, unable to move, so as to 
sound the pumps, or take any measure for her preservation ; 
the sea,, one vast expanse of foam, from which a constant 
spray, like driving sleet, continually drifted over the bul- 
warks, had all the appearance of a mountuneus desert cover- 
ed with snow ^whilst those portentous meteors of the storm, 
regarded by seamen with such superstitious awe, gleamed 
high aloft with lurid light, and seemed to hover about the 
mast-heads of the vessel Never have I since experienced 
such a night; it seemed as if the reign of chaos was once 
more at hand, and the conflicting elements in the last throes 

of a general dissolution. 

• 

The crisis at length passed; about 4 a. m. it moderated* 
and the ship resumed gradually a more erect position. Ea- 
gerly was the first mcnnent seized to sound the pumps, we 
having every reason to fear, from the shoolw and heavy strain- 
ing received from! the first fury of the Wast, that she had 
sprung a leak ; this, however, was not the case : beipg nearly 
a new and remarkably stout built ship, she weathered it nobly, 
and suf^red but little in comparison with the greater part of 
her consorts. — Some of these foundered during the night, and 
among the rest the ill-fated Calypso, which, run on boaid by 
a merchantH3hip called the Dale, went down with a crew 
of one hundred and twenty souls, all of whom perished. 

Daylight made us better acquainted with the disastrous 
effects of the tempest Out of a fleet of fiSi^ sail in com- 
pany the evening before, not more than fifteen or twenty were 
now to be seen, most of which had suflfored more or less. — 
ttere was to be seen a hulk with not a spar standing; there, 
another with x)nly her lower masts. The Commodore's ship, 
the Goliath, of the line, was seen in the distance, with all her 
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top-masts gone : die, amoog the rest, experienced a \iTj nar- 
TOW e^9capet having been thrown on her beam-ends by the &tal 
pu^ and rescued from an imminently perilous condition by 
the above partial loss. 
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CHAPTER in. 

Arrival in ike Channel Downs, Press-gang. Jain the 
M. frigate. Sail for the coast of France. A tnan-of- 
iMirVman. Boulogne and the ** Army of England,'" 
Action toith flotilla and batteries. Struck by a tkirteen- 
inch shell, Dungeness and Channel cruising. Narrow 
escape from shipwreck. Fifth of November^ coincident 
commemoration of. Join the P s loop of war. 

It was about the middle of Atfgust when oar 8kelet(»t fleet 
reached the Channel, an event which, after a tedious voyage, 
seldom fidls to give rise to the most agreeable emotions, fjput 
the felicity which the first sight of the chalky cliffi now in- 
spired was, with the many, strongly alloyed by the apprehen- 
sion and anxiety occasioned by the information that a hot 
press was carrying on along the coast and up the river. This 
we soon found was not' exaggerated. So indiscriminate was 
the seizure, from the sudden necessity for seamen to man the 
numerous ships of war at that moment either in commiBsion 
or in . the course of equipment, that the only chance for all 
those in the least liable to be taken, of eluding the relentless 
gripe of these harpies of the fleet, was by concealment; as 
in such emergency neither protections, indentures, nor the pe- 
culiar cases of individuals, usually deemed a sufficient motive 
for exemption, are of any avaiL On this occasion, therefore, 
some of the best or more favoured of the crew resorted to 
the oidinary mode of secreting themselv^ customary on board 
merchant-diips ; retreating to the hold, where arrangements 
for the purpose are generally made by forming coverts when 
stowmg the carga In eflecting this, it is almost incredible 
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to what risk and privation these men sometimes sabmit; 
squeezing themselves into casks, creeping into holes, where, 
accordilig to circumstances, they are exposed to a protracts 
cQnfinement, and the coDsequent chances of 8ulfi)cation ; and 
when the search is very keen, sometimes sulnaitting unflinch- 
ingly to the no less threatening risk of wounds inflicted with 
the bayonet, or cutlass, made use of in probing the cargo, 
empty casks, or any sospicious nook or cavity : so great was, 
at this period, the deep-rooted repugnance, amounting in nu- 
merous instances t» an insurmountable antipathy, witlMvhich 
the idea of serving in a King's ship was contemplate^ Of 
this, thoogh a subject of deep interest, as it is one of para- 
mount importance to all those concerned in the strength of 
their country's **best bulwark," and the durability of our 
ocean sway, I may be spared the discussion of the caoses; 
and powerful indeed they must be, wliich could produce such 
impreasiohs on the minds of men proverbial fi)r their indiffer- 
ence to dangers the most appalling, and for their unparallel- 
ed patience and endurance under the most trying privations 
and hardships. The ungrat^ul task is the more unnecessary, 
as much of what, m the eyes of our seamen, constituted ex- 
ceptions to a man-of>war, have since been obviated. Numer- 
ous salutary re&rms and beneficial changes, tending to the 
improvement of the service at large, have taken place, under 
the auspices of the Lord High Admiral and of the present 
Head and Board of Admiralty ; amon^ which, the amelioration 
of the condition of the fi>re-mast man, with reference to 
allowance, diet, and general treatment, ranks conspicuously.* 

^By jhis Majesty's Order in Council of June, J824, a new scale of victual- 
ling has been introduced on board of our ships, which insares anallowance to 
the seaman that no other naticm can boast : and some salutary regulations, 
imposing restraints on the previously almost unlimited discretionary power 
to inflict corporal punishment, frequently liable to much abuse, have tern 
pered the severity of discipline. 

On the score of that apparent anomaly in .our free and admirable Consti- 
tution, the impress, though, from the important considerations which the 
subject involves, it is one which I approach with much diffidence ; ytt, as 
any modification,- which (without impairing this great national arm of 
strength and general good) might make it less an individual evil, were a 
♦ consumation devoutly to be wished," I may, en passant, be perqaitted to 
hazard a auggestion :— might not some regulation, having for its basis a lim- 
ited period of service for each individual impressed, at the expiration of 
whicbiie would be entitled to his .discharge, be successfully adapted to this 
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Confiding, therefore, the question of what may yet reaiain 
to be done, to those who perhaps possess in as much greater a 
degree tlie capability of appreciating it, as they have the 
means of influencing the destinies of our seargirt empire, 
whose first and most natural protection must, while ocean 
flows around her, ever be her" Hearts of Oak" and her, 
'Wooden Walls"^I return to my narrative. 

I I was among the number of the less &voiired unfbrta- 
1 nates to whom, for one reason or other, it was not deemed 
\ necessary to extend the privilege of thesBmctuary : and so 
far all was right ; for in general in these, as in so many other 
parallel cases in this corrupt and unfiiir planet of ours, the 
preference is not always decided by any abstract reference to 
claims, &c. ; those frequently needing or meriting protection 
the most, the aged, or infirm, being &om caprice or favoor 
placed forward as scapegoats to the youthful and robust, thus 
confirming the old adage, " the weakest go to the wall.'* 
Of those left to brave the storm on the present occasion, some 
had protections, one or two ihdentsres, some were "hard 
bargains,'* which the present formed a convenient^ opportu- 
nity of getting rid of; and however I might be classed among 
these, or how ^ soever my situation on board might be suppos- 
ed to guarantee my safiety, feeling perfectly indiflferent about 
the matter, 1 did not give myself the trouble to inquire. 

We reached the Down^on Sunday the 21st of August, and 
the anchor was scarcely to the ground, when, the redoubted 
press-boats sheering alongside, up sprang two smart youngs- 
ters, midshipmen fix)m his Majesty's frigate M . , the old- 
est apparently not mor&than sixteen, who, with the imperious 

end ?— Hope the beacon and leading star of humanity, from^hebeifBar to the 
prince, would then beatn more brightly fortlie seaman: for there can be no 
question that the greatest source of their deep rooted prejudice and disincli- 
nation to the service may be tra£ed to Uie annihilation of this sentiment 'if, 
as the old adage has It, "one-volunteer is worth two pressed men." With 
the above, and some slight provision in the Bhape of pension, men would moi« 
winingljr se^ve^ and, in proportion to the will, more cheerfufly, and of course 
more eflfectually. Such is the force of habit, that with the provision and 
comfort of a mau-of war over every other class of ivessel, the greater number 
at the termination of their period of service would be well '^satisfied to re- 
new it. 



kautettr and coDdeqaence so nttural to youth, when oocaaoo- 
ally clothed with ^ a little brief authorityv** calling fi>r th« 
Ship's ArticleB, proceeded to muater the ship's oompany.— > 
While this was going on above, a rigid search-waa made be- 
low, and every hole and comer into which it was possible to 
squeeze a cat being well overhauled, with a discrimination 
by no means fettered or nicely scrupulous on the score of in- 
dentures, age, or even condition, save the maimed or mutila* 
ted — or to naturalization, (one or two individuals picked off a 
wreck, and calling themselves Americans, being among the 
chosen,) — a tolerable sweep was made, and the whole, inclu- 
ding myself, in spite of some remonstrances and representa- 
tions on the part of the captain in my behalf; were ordered 
without ceremony into the boata ^ 

Behold me then fidrly enlisted, and for the first time on 
board of a man-o^war: — a somewhat inauspicious commence- 
ment, it must be confessed. Having been placed on board the 
ToUoch Castle merely for the passage borne, an afl^r of sel- 
dom more than five or sij^^eks, it was not thought necessary 
to incur the expense of a useless outfit of marine clothing ; 
and, it being Sunday, I was taken to the frigate in a costume 
Qot quite in harmony with the class of which I so suddenly 
found myself one ; for although in reality there was nothing 
particularly otUre or remarkable in the contrast of a somewhat 
fa^ionable blue coatee, and other app§nd8ged of the best ma- 
terials, with the coarser professional rigging of my compan- 
ions, yet, as Jack dearly loves his joke, and entertains a most 
sovereign contempt for a long coat, this simple circumstance 
—for I was allowed to retaui my dress — subjected roe at first 
to the sneers and jokes of the honest tars, who, eyeing me 
with an invidious glance, at once classed me as at best non- 
descript, or as one of that ignoble genus, yclept " Lord May- 
or's Men;" the sobriquet of that worst dopcription of land- 
lubbers, who perform the humbler duties of the waist or 
after-guard— cockney artisans, runaway apprentices, and such 
like, who are drafted from the river in the characteristic 
toggery of their respective crafts; — all which, though in itself 
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• 

a matter of apparently trifling import, uader the humOiating^ 
circamBtances, and consequent depreasion of the moment, 
was not calculated to restore my complacency; It mig-ht 
have been some consolation that the commanding officer did 
not entertain the same disparaging opinion, had it not been 
8(Mnewhat too dearly purchased ; for he forthwith stationed 
roe in the main-top, one of the most active berths in a man-of- 
war ; and one which, inferring a practical knowledge of the 
general duties of a seaman, the helm, the lead, &c. neither 
my youth, strength, nor experience was much fitted for. 

The peculiarity of my situation, and the representations of 
the commander of the Tolloch Castle, would on most similar 
occasions have claimed some exception in my favour ; mates 
of merchant vessels, midshipmen of Indiamen, and others, 
whose peculiar cases in any manner merit consideration, being 
commonly placed on the quarter-deck,or in some other station 
equivalent to that which they may have been obliged to fbre- 
ga I was, however, not so fortumte ; and whether owing 
to the quarter-deck being superaV^dantly filled with young 
aspirants&r naval fame — although from the first I experienced 
much individual notice and sympathy among the officers, 
(towards one of whom, now high in the service, I shall ever 
retain the most grateful recollections for the active interest 
evinced by him,) — or to whatever other cause it was owing, 1 
continued to share for a^considerable time the common lot be- 
fore the mast, exposed to those frequent violations of feeling, 
ami the many mortifications, which a mind strongly sensitive 
might naturally be supposed to experience, when thrown sud- 
denly into a position at once anomalous to its own ideas,habite, 
and expectations, in a very strict ship, and among a fellowship 
so rude. ^ <w 

Being detaine<^on leaving the Tolloch Castle, in examin- 
ing other ships of the convoy, we did not reach the fi-igate 
until near midnight. On mounting the quarter-deck of this 
superb ship, I could not help being struck by the glance which 
even then I snatched previously to being ordej:ed below for 



the night. An oncloudsd antmnniL moon rendered the effect 
more striking, and, while its dubious li^t left a range for tho 
imagination, produced an impression not readily to be effiiced* 
In spite of the fatigues of the day, the novelty at my aitna- 
tion and tone of feeling, to which might be added the pomtion 
not one which invited to ^ sod repose,*' of my «>uch on the 
bare deck, squeezed pell-mell with sundry other*' strange hed- 
fellows,'' with whom, according to the old adage, ^ adversi- 
ty makes us acquainted,^' among chests and bedding, left me 
little disposition to court that first of ^ Nature's kind restorers, 
balmy sleep ;" and I well remember, that with a curiosity 
excited by the cursory glance I had just snatched, when all 
was hushed, I arose, and stole on deck to examine, more at 
leisure; the theatre to which chance had so unexpectedly 
transferred me. 

It was past midnight ; the moon, nearly at the full, was 
still shining brightly. Not a breath of air ri jpled the trans* 
luceat wave which reflected her beams, and not a sound wa6 
heard save the gentle Mae of the tide against the bows of 
the ship, or. at intervals the ** all's well" of the sentinels of 
some distant vessel. All was repose above and below. Oar 
sentries, as will now and then be the case in harbour in the 
best regulated ships, appeared to be nodding on their posts, and 
the officer and raids of the watch had either stolen below to 
solace themselves with the customary refre^ment of k mid- 
dle-watcher, or were tranquilly coiled between the canxmades^ 
stealing a nap, or listlessly lounging over the gangway or 
hammock nettings, absorbed in those wakmg dreams which 
the hour and the scene were so calculated to engender. With 
emotions strongly excited by the events of the last twenty- 
four hours, I contemplated with admiration the arrangement 
which characterizSrateKhole^concT^rn — ^the white and amj^e 
decks; those proudly to^'ering colossal niCsts, the trimness of 
the rigging, the symmetrical files of those ponderous engines 
of destruction, bristling forth from her varnished sides ; — and, 
when with all this wa# associated the h^lQ wbicb gave the 
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magic gilding and secret charm to the whole, — the proud pr^ 
eminence jind well-earned fame of the British Navy, — a thrill 
of enthusiasm made me forget the humUe part I was filling* in 
the scene, and dissipated for the moment the depression which 
my present circumstances were so well calculated to occasion. 

The M -^as a crack frigate, and one of the largest in 

the service, — she' was in full cruising trim, and a perfect 
model of her' class ; need I say that the effect upon me was 
proportionate! 

While awaiting the result of a communication with my 
friends, my berth in the main-top wa& no sinecure. The 
ship being recently commissioned, a frequent exercise of the 
crew being necessary, and the first lieutenant being rather a 
•* taut hand," we had plenty of reefing and furling. The 
captain of the top, of the watch in which I was stationed, was 
the vefy model of a thorough-bred man-of-war^s man, one of 
those genuine sons of Neptune whose element is so peculiarly 
£e sea, that, with the instinctive nwpensities of other salt- 
water animals, their migrations smom extend far inland ; a 
fair specimen is rarely to be found so high up as London 
Bridge, but, to be seen in perfection, must be sought for 
chiefly within the precincts of Plymouth-dock, or the point at 
Portsmouth, where tiiey are, or were befSre the fashion of 
qujenijet was on the wane, distinguishable from ordinary tars 
by the tie reaching down to their loins, of the diameter of a 
moderate-sized hand-spike. He was one of those smart, act* 
ive, fear-nought fellows, who, blow high or low, scorning the 
ordinary, safer route by the horse-fly out to the earingj achieve 
the interval between the rigging and yard-arm at a bound to 
reef or furl, and who exact from those under them a corres- 
ponding agility. Althopgh instances of undaunted defiance 
of dangers the most appalling, so characteristic of the Brit* 
ish tars in the ordiftiry execution of their duty^ are frequent 
enough, yet have I rarely witnessed i^ore striking examples 
of it than were sometimes exhibited by this man. Among 
tb<3 imperative duties of the seaman, the moBt trying and pedl-* 



oos are tlioBe peifiMmed by the topnoMn; «irf tlie riak wqald 
ipp^r incredible tomanyi which, in the ooomiQii lootiM of 
service^ these, when mounting aloft in the atonD, the vesei 
roiliB£^ gunwales under, and the masts nodding ov«r the 
side, to cut away a sail, or send down a sprang yaid or "** fT t^ 
unflincingly encounter. I recollect oo one oecaskn, iriien 
blowing tremendously hard, and we had parted the main-top- 
sail«yaid in the slings, and when the heavy lurching of the 
ship had brought the two extremities together with a qsbcqs- 
sion that threatened destruction to any one who should have 
the temerity to venture out,— I recollect seeing this indivi- 
dual poised in the air nearly a hundred feet above the deck, 
jerked to and fro with a velocity, and retaining his position at 
the earing with an equanimity, which excited the astonish- 
ment and admiration of all on board. This heio. Bill Johnson, 
as he caHed himself did not allow the grass to grow under 
our feet, and one or other duty did not, perhaps fortunately, 
leave me much time to chew the cud of irksome suspense, or 
admit the intrusioD of sombre reflection. 

Our ship was one of the numerous squadron employed on the 
blockade and observation off Boulogne-sur-Mer, the principal 
rendezvous for which was the Downs, or the equally shelter- 
less anchorage of Dungeness: the whole was under the chief 
command of Admiral Lord Keith, whose flag was on board 
the Monarch, of 74 guns, and of Rear-Admiral Louis, in the 
Leopold, 50. A division of these, forming a detached or flying 
squadron of the lighter vessels, frigates, sloops of war, brigs, 
and cutters* of which we were one, was under the immediate 
orders of that active and enterprising officer Ck)mmodore Ow- 
en, in th||^mmprtalite ; and the service on which it was em- 
ployed, '(parQcuIarly the brigs and sma]l craft,) was one of 
unceasing v^i]^ce and exertion. ^ 

The range of coaM immediately under our mtrveillance in- 
cluded that part of it jni either side q Qjfa ilogne, fr(»n Cape 
Grisnez, four leagues tg the eastward, wf^ to Saint Vallery, 
west; but the focus of all our operation9i||K. the general, ren- 
dezvous for our f^ips, was off the former town, - ' 
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On this point the attention of all Buiope, but more e^peciai- 
ly <^ Great Britain, was concontred with the meet intense 
interest : a great problem, in which not only those, but more 
or less every other nation in the globe, was, perhaps, concern- 
ed, was about to be solved. Boulonge was the portid from 
which the greatest warrior of the -age, one whose career had 
hitherto been but a rapid march from victory to victory, — 
^hose gigantic undertakings had never yet failed, — the mod- 
em Caesar, was (from the same spot as his illustrious proto- 
type) to debouch at the head of legions flushed with conquest, 
to attempt the invasion and subjugation of our isle. A flotillft 
of upwards of a thousand sail, praams, brigs, lugger-rigged 
gun-boats and transports, were already collected in its harbour 
exhibiting a forest of masts ; and on the surrounding heights 
was encamped the redoubtable army which they were intend* 
ed to transport. The clifb to the eastward, as far as Cape 
Grisnez, and to the westward as to as Point D' Alport, bristled 
with cannon, the thunders of which resounded to the opposite 
shores of Dover, and were unceasingly heard whenever the 
weather permitted, or opportunities offered of reconnoiter- 
ingor intercepting the convoys and reinforcements continual- 
ly arriving from the different ports. These kept so close to 
the shore, that, to attack them with any chance of success, 
we were necessarily exposed to the fire of the batteries; 
they generally allowed us to approach unmolested as near as 
we thought fit, but the instant we hoved-to or stood off, they 
vomited forth their showers of shot and shell.* 

^ Up to this period Boulogne, eclipsed, particularly during 

peace, by its rival neighbour Calais, from the greater facUity 
of communication between the latter and Elngland, could boaist 
but of a very indifferent harbour, formed by the estuary of the 
little river Laine, nearly dry at low water; but no sooner was 
the grand project of invasion conceived, than, for the first time 
since its occupation by the English in the sixteenth century, 
it suddenly assumed an air of bustle, and became the theatre 
of interesting events — the harbour being widened, and both 
banks lined with quays, had a bridge thrown over it-*»molea 
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were coaatnicted, and a spacious basin dog. — ^Vimereiii,a few 
miles to the north-east, was fi>nned into a small port ; and 
Ambleteuse,, adjacent, was deepened and enlarged. At the 
same time, to conduce to the security of the port and roads, 
the approach to which on account of the shoaJs and crosa-tidea, 
is ever difficult, seven or eight forts were formed at low water 
on the sands. * 

The flotilla when assembled consisted of 1104 vessels, (^ 
which 578 were armed praams, gun-brigs, and luggers, the 
remainder transports — forming with those at Vimereux, Am- 
bleteuse, Calais, and Ostend, a grand total of 2293 sail, intend- 
ed to transport 163,645 men, including seamen, and OQ(lf 
horses. The praams were ship-rigged, one hundred and taft 
feet long, twenty-five broad, drawing only seven or eight feet 
of water, and mounting twelve long twenty-four pounders ; 
the brigsthree long twenty-fours, and an eight-inch howitzer; 
and Che luggers one twenty-four and a field-piece. The 
whole, distinguished into six divisions, were under the chief 
command of Vice-Admiral Eustace Bruix, assisted by Rear* 
Admiral Jean Raimond Lacrosse. 

With such a force, nothing appeared more singular that 
the apparent apathy and indifference evinced by the enemy 
as to oiir movements, as long as we were not the aggressors. 
Except in stormy weather, the light squadron usually anchor- 
ed on a bank parallel with the town, a little out of shell-range; 
here we remained for days and weeks togetlier (sometimes 
only a solitary frigate, or a few brigs,) with as much confi- 
dence and tranquillity in the face of a numerous squadron of 
praams, brigs, &c. outside the harbour, at not much more 
than gun-shot distance, as if in Dover roads. In calm 
weather more especially, which precluded the possibility of 
an immediate reinforcement, they had faany very temp- 
ting opportunities of attacking us advantageously ; but of 
these they did not choose to avail themselves. 

On the 28th of September, a strong north-east wind having 
obliged a small squadron of bomb-vessels and others, under 



«r 



44 OBVlflB AVLOAT. 

tiie orden of the Aotumn, stationed off Calaia, (which 
town they had the day previous bombarded,) to quit the 
coast, a division of thirty-six sail of brigs and luggers^ taking 
advantage of the fiWourable opporttmity of the wind and their 
absence to slip out of the harbour, made the best of their way 
to Boulogne. These we encountered off Cape Grisnez, and 
under the fire of their batteries (maintaining a running figfht 
of three hours) chased to their destination. On the 29th, a 
second division of twenty five sail making the same attempt, a 
similar efibrt on our part was again, with somewhat better 
success, 'made to defeat it In the course of the action, 
which continued for nearly lirree hours, under a tremendous 
file from all the batteries, a thirteen-inch shell falling in 
our starboard waist, just clear of the gangway, penetrated 
the main and lower decks, leaving a chasm large enough for 
thtte or four men to stand in, and, passing through a quantity 
o^' plank stowed in the wing, exploded among the junk and 
cordage usually stowed there, to which it set fire, scattering 
its fragments in all directions, but luckily without wounding 
a man. Anjong the various accidents by " flood and field,^* 
none is more awfiil or generally more fatal than a fire on board 
a ship ; and the first alarm on this occasion caused a cor- 
respondent sensation among the crew, which I am satisfied 
no other kind of dai^er would have done ; this, however 
was soon dissipated. The hole through the decks forming a 
direct communication with the ignited materials, water was 
promptly and plentifully supplied through it, and in a few min- 
utes the fire was extinguished. In this affair two or three 
of the enemy's vessels were driven on shore, the remainder 
either got into Ambleuteuse or Boulogne. 

On the 31st of October, while working in for the coast in 
the neighbourhood of Etaples, in company with the Lark and 
Harpy sloops of war, we observed a gun-brig and six other 
vessels standing out of that port ; signals, having been made 
to chase, and the Admiral Mitchell cutter making her appear- 
ance close in with the land, we succeeded in bringing the 
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enemy's yesselfl to action under the batteriefl^ tnd in a short 
time drove the brig and a sloop on shore. The cutter, draw- 
ing bat little water, closed with the former, and particolarly 
distinguished herself; she was, however, much cut up in her 
riggingy and had several men wounded. 

The aimiversary of the famous Gunpowder Plot, the 5th 
of November, was appropriately commemorated by the light 
squadron at anchor off Boulogne, in an attack on a division of 
ihe flotilla, and the whole coast was in a blaze ; but, with 
the exception of two vessels driven on shore, little was 
effected. 

The stormy season was now approaching, and I was about 
to essay a winter's cruise among the dangerous shoals of 
the North Sea and the ^Narrow Straits of Dover; a service, 
the nature of which, to be comprehended, muEt be experi- 
enced. From the commauder to the cabin-boy, none can be 
more arduous or perilous; alternatively striving with the 
storm, the rapid tides, and heavy broken cross seas, so pecu- 
liar to this part of the Channel. Among the sands of the 
Downs, Dunkirk, or Calais^ during the long dismal winter 
nights, there were moments when the most inde&tigable 
vigilance, skill, and energy, scarcely sufficed to preserve 
the respective vessels firom destruction; and it must be matter 
of astonishment, as it is of high commendation, to all those 
acquainted with the subject, that so few casualties occurred 
among the numerous squadron, which, during a long inter- 
val, in all weathers, it was found necessary to maintain un- 
flinchingly on this trying station. Many were the hair- 
breadth escapes which I, and doubtless all, have at various 
times experienced, when in a heavy sea the wind would chop 
round, and make, of one or other coast or bay, a lee shore. 

With plenty of sea-room, the skilful seaman, fiuniliar with 
difficulties and fertile in expedients, has little to apprehend; 
but in a conflict with all the elements, and with neither 
space nor time for his resources, the most able and watch- 
ful cannot always provide for the emergencies contingent to 
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60 unequal a struggle ; and our ship al|^ut this time very 
narrowly escaped the fate reserved fpr her at a later period^ 
when her gallant captain and all on board perished by 
shipwreck. 

Dungeness was the occasional anchorage and rendezvous 
for the squadron, in those gales when it became difficult 
or unnecessary to remain off Boulogne. On the 16th of No- 
vember, on one of those emergencies, when the threatening 
symptoms of a gale from the northward, and the bad weath- 
er peculiar to this season of the year, made it desirable to 
seek the shelter thus afforded, we stood over to the roadstead, 
which we did not reach until late in the evening. Owing 
to one of those illusions of the vision consequent on a hazy 
atmosphere at sea, in the vicinity of land, and a very tiark 
night, — there being no moon, — the pilot, though the beacon 
light on the point was visible, mistook the anchorage, the 
shore being, very low, and, running the" sHip into shallow 
water, about 8 p. m., just as we were about to let go the an- 
chor, she struck. In this critical position, with a heavy swell 
setting into the bay, which made the ship strike so hard as 
to shatc aS o^eur legs, and v;hich only a stout new vessel 

like the M could have withstood, we remained for nearly 

two hours. Amid the confusion more or less inseparable from 
the first moments of danger in the best-regulated ships, and 
among the coolest and most undaunted under such circum- 
stances, in hoisting our boats and running out anchors, the 
brilliant but ghastly glare which the occasional and sudden 
i)uming of the blue lights threw on every object on deck, — 
with the lanterns at the mizen peak, contrasted with the 
sombre obscurity of the darkest night I ever witnessed, to- 
gether with the flashes and roar of the guns, fired at intervals 
.as signals of distress, the howling of the wind through the 
rigging, the flapping and shaking of the sails, and the lashing 
of the waves, — furnished an admirable scene for some poeti-< 
cal spectator, but possessing, for the immediate actors in it, 
a somewhat too piquant and appalling interest At length, 
by the assistance of a cutter and some boats of the squadron, 
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which arrived with their tardy aid, after some ineffectual at- 
tempts to heave and back her off, our exertions were crowiied 
with success, and the gallant ship once more rode in safety 
in deep water. 

On our return to the Downs immediately after, I was 
gratified to find that the consummation of my wishes, which 
I had been so long impatiently anticipating, was, through 
the influence of my firiends, at length effected, and I fotmd my- 
self transferred to the quarter-deck. 

Few events, as may be. imagined, have afforded me joaore 
vivid pleasure than this ; and among a very fine set of yeung 
men in the midshipmen's mess, the greater pait of whom 
have long since fallen, cut off* in the fiower of youth, ^ither in 
the, combat, by disease, or some other fatality, the con- 
conditant of war and hard service, I passed the remainder 
of my time in this ship as agreeably as good health, good 
hopes, and congenial society could be supposed to make jq^. 
There being no actual vacancy for rating me on the ship's 
books, and one off*ering on Wrd his Majesy's sloop P— — , 
one of the squadron, i joined that vessel in the Downs on 
the 28th of January. 
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. CHAPTER IV. 

Descri/ition of the P ^a daring enterprises and irUrepid- 

ity off Boulogne — Repulse and disaster of. the M ^s 

boats — Capture of n gun-boat and two schuyts — Stone- 
ship expedition and failure — Bug-hear of invasion^-" 
Future probabilities of by facilities afforded by steam, 
^c. — Napoleon at Boulogner- Severe action with flotilla 
and batteries — 7%e Constitution sunk alongside of us — 
Narrow escape of ourselves from a sintUar -catastrophe 
by a shell — Wreck and dispersion of flotilla in a gale — 
Catamardn enterprise — ^Detd beach and Channel cruis' 

The P was one of the old eighteen-gun brig eloops, a 

class happily long since gone by. Circumscribed in their 
dimensions for the complement of men, which, in common 
with the largest ship-sloops, they were allowed, and eaibar- 
rassed by their heavy thirty-two-poundercarronades, the long 
slides of Which when the guns were run out completely en- 
cumbered the decks so as to- render the working of the ship 
and all locomotion extremely difficult ; they were but ill ad- 
apted to such a station as the North Seas in the inclement 
season. In their construction, convenience or comfort, from 
the arrangement and want of epace between decks, seems 
to have been the last thing contemplated ; and their deep 
waists, and lofty ponderous bulwarks, made them in bad wea- 
ther as unsafe as inefficient. The contrast with the superb 
roomy ship I had just quitted, made all ihit^the more apparent 
and the first glance on setting foot on board, produced an 
impression which subsequent experience was not calculated 
to obliterate. 
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tinder the immecliate orders of Commodore Owen ia the 
Immortalite, who» as I before remarked, commanded a detacb* 
ed sqaadron of the lighter vessels, and whose attachment to 
the smell of gunpowder, and the praiseworthy desire of in* 
spiring others with the same jwncAoiU, led him often, without 
other apparently adequate inducement, to court destruction 
under the batteries, — we were frequently a mark for the ene^ 
my's practice. Now and theui it is true, a tempting oppor- 
tunity would offer v/hen some of the numerous convoys con- 
tinually dropping down along the coast, from a scant wind or 
otherwise, on rounding the head-land^ would be obliged to 
stand farther than usual from the shore. Of this we some- 
times successfully availed ourselves, getting hold of a gun-boat, 
or a few small craft with stores; but in genera), the end 
proposed did not appear proportioned to the risk and sacrifice 
incurred in the attainment. 

Whatever might be the motive that dictated oar ofiensive 
movements, they were incessant, and the honest citizens of 
Boulogne will long rememter our feats ; our frequent and 
various enterprises, and the uncertainty of our attacks, could 
not fail to keep them on the qui vive, particularly in the lower 
town, which suffered more than once from our shells. Several 
of the squadron suffered severely in the loss of men and boats, 
in various isolated attempts to cut out vessels under the muz* 
zles of their guns, and even at their pier-heads ; and these 
undertakings, desperate as they werO hopeless, never paused 
for want of volunteers. » 

A short time after I quitted her, the M- ■ ■ lost some of 
her boats^ with the second lieutenanti two or three midships 
men, atid some twenty or thirty of the picked men of the 
ship's company, the greater part of whom were killed or 
wounded, in the forlorn attempt to cut out a brig, one of 
the flotilla moored within musket-shot of the shore. On anoth* 
er occasion, the first lieutenant of one of our frigates recon- 
noitring the harbour by night, mounted the [pieri in defiance 
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of obstacles apparently insurmoantable, and the Argus-eyed 
vigilance of the sentinels, one ot whom he surprised and shot 
on bis post A narrative of these affiiirs, many jof which 
from their fiiiiare and the sacrifice of lives and meoy were 
not always fiiUy detailed to the public, would form an inter- 
esting volume of ^the most dauntless daring ^ver recorded ; 
but I shall confine myself to the relation of such fiicts only 
as I was the immediate sharer in. 

At daylight on the 12th of March, having kept well in- 
shore during the night, in company with the Aggressor gun- 
brig, perceiving a small convoy coming jround Cape Grisnez, 
on its way from Calais, we dashed in among them, in spite of 
the batteries, and succeeded in capturing three of them ; one 
the French natiojial lugger gun -boat, the Penricbe, of two 
* guns, and two transport schuyts. 

In the month of April, the notable. attempt to Uock up the 
harbour of Boulogne, by sinking large masses of stone at the 
entrance, and which bad been for a considerable time delayed 
by the unfavourable state of the weather, was at length 
made. On the 12th, the Monarch, bearing the flag of Admi- 
ral Lord Keith, with thd greater part of the Downs squadron, 
escorting the long-expected stone-ships, arrived at the anchor- 
age off Boulogne. The latter were three old Indiamen of 
considerable bulk, filled with huge blocks of stone, regularly 
cemented and clamped together with iron, so as to form one 
solid mase,ext ending from the after to the fore-hold. Be- 
tween this and the sides of the vessel, a space was left, 
allowing a ready communication fore and aft, in which, as in 
other parts of the bold were distiibuted faggots and combus- 
tibles for consuming the hulls ; and in the fore-hold; near the 
step of the fore-mast, < was a scuttle opening inwitrdst by 
which it was proposed to sink them. The only poiat for 
the efiectual execution of the project was necessarily within 
the formidable line of the enemy's vessels in the roads,, and 
^ ' '^ sea batteries, and within less than half musket shot of 
the pier-heads, under the muzzles of the numerous artillery 



8EKTIGK AFLOAT. 51 

which biiBttod from ^verj point of the beighUi overlookiiig 
them. 

' — ^ 

The tide serving between ten and eleven f. m^ and the 
wiod and weather being as favourable aa could be wished* 
every preparation was made for the hermetical blockade of 
the redoubted flotilla the same night ; and the P— having 
a prominent part to peHbrm on the occasion^— our station 
being to carry in and deposit the said masonry at the spot be- 
fore specified, — we were all on the alert Amid the bustle 
and aetivfty which prevailed as the anxious moment approach- 
ed, the influence of that high and indefinable excitement, a 
mixture of hope, doubt, and suspense which usually precedes 
the immediate ^ecution of some momentous and daring un- 
dertaking, was felt in its full force ; and while opinions fluc- 
tuated as to the feasibility of the plan and its final results, all 
a^greed that (he experiment would not he made without some 
broken heftds. As the day closed, the wind fell. 

At eleven p. m., we weighed with a light breeze, but the 
Teasels being unable to make sufficient way through the 
water, we were soon after obliged to resume our anchorage, 
and forego any further operations for that night In the 
same way, by a coincidence apparently as singular as provi- 
dential, the lew successive nights on which only the tides 
permitted the execution of the scheme, the same cause frus- 
trated any farther efibrts. to carry our charge to its final dee- 
tination ; and as the leaky state of these crazy vessels, ajready 
much shaken by the bad weather daring a protracted stay in 
the Downs, made it doubtful whether they could be kept afloat 
until the next period of the nuwn permitted another essay, 
tiie enterprise, which, if even successfully carried into effect, 
would have proved as harmless to our enemy as destructive 
to ourselves, was finally abandoned. 

Whoever conceived the idea of this project, could have 
been but little acquainted with the localities of the spot 
of his intended operations. So closely defined and narr-*^ii8 
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the only channel, (fonned to 'the north-east by an artificial 
dyke, dry at low water, leading from the harbour of Boa- 
Jogne,) anc| 6ucb the rapidity and eddy of the tides in the 
roads, that it was a hundred to one if any large vessel, in a 
dark night, could bit with sufficient precision the necessary 
point. What hope, then, could be reasonably entertained of 
succeeding with these huge unmanageable hulks, which sailed 
so ill, and which under the most favourable circumstances 
it was found extremely difficult to manceuvre, exposed to 
the fire of the fiotilla the numerous batteries, and a murderous 
fusillade of musketry 1 But, admitting that the measure in 
all its details had been successfully carried into execution, 
and that these mountains of stone had been deposited-tn a pos- 
ition most favourable to the end proposed, what would -have 
been efiected 1 Nearly the whole would have been left sufiS* 
ciently dry at low water to permit its speedy removal, and 
would have served no other purpose than placing at the dispo- 
sal of the enemy a timely supply of building materials for their 
batteries. 



Between this and the month of l^uly, we had a few minor 
afiTairs with the fiotilla and batteries, but wl^icb, unproduct- 
ive of any results of interest it is not necessary to dwell 
on. 

Although hitherto our reiterated attacks^ had either proved 
abortive, or had apparently made but little impression on our 
opponents, who, securely intrenched in their harbours, and 
defended by numerous pnassailable positions, might well con- 
temn our ofiensive efiorts; they were, however, by no means 
made in vain. Circumstances were daily developed by' them, 
which unequivocally exposed the impotency of any hostile 
attempt on a sufficiently efficient scale on our shores ; and 
these frequent lessond, bearded and defied to their very teeth 
as they continually were, must in no small degree have 
abated that confidence in the final issue of their momentous 
adventure that is the very soul of enterprise, and on which 
the morale of an army muat mainly depend. So palpable in 
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a rimrt time was all thisi that the bugbear of mvaaioo which 
the formidable demoofltxationa made in that quarter had crae- 
tedy and which at firat caused so lively a aenaaUon amcxif all 
claflses, and lor a long time continued to frighten ao many 
old ladies out of their senses, soon lost all its terrors. A 
small portion ooly of local, added to profeasiona] experience, 
was requisite to show that the project of a descent by means 
of this mosquito fleet, if ever seriously contemplated by its 
arch projector, if ever intended more than to intimidate, or 
as a reil to his grand undertakings, was founded on Mse 
data. 

On paper the project might cut a formidable figure, and at 
the first glance might appear sufficiently feasible j but a lit^ 
tie inquiry and reflection soon produced the conviction that its 
execution, on a scale suiBcient to warrant alarm or apprehen- 
sion, was impracticable. In the first place, the harbour of 
Boulogne being dry at low water, and tbe'entrance extremely 
narrow, it was a matter of easy calculation what number of 
vessels could come forth at one tide, and the result showed 
that the o^ration of bringing out the whole would require 
80 mudi tioie, that the chances were numerous against the 
probability of their being able to avail themselves in any force 
of the precarious and short intervals of calm weatiier, to as- 
semble among the dangerous shoals of the roads outside, so as 
to act simultaneously. In the next, the contingencies were 
80 numerous that Uiese successively would have to contend 
with in the interval of assembling, for want of space, in an 
open unsheltered road, among rocks and shoals^ wiCh crews 
which, for want of practice, on the most favourable occasions 
evinced no great share of nautical skill, and which, when 
encumbered with sea-sick beings totally nnused to the watery 
element, and distracted by the attacks of a potent and active 
enemy on the one side, and beset with all sorts of difficulties 
and dangers on the other, could not be expected to improve — 

that the snccess of even this fundamental operation was ex* 

tremely problematicaL 
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These facts and manf more were daily exemplified. In 
the finest weaCher, seldom more than a hundred, or a handred 
and 'thirty, of the flotiUa ventured- to take their station in 
the roads ; a mtuation no longer tenable when a ^leor heavy 
set into the bay. 



On the 19th of July, a division of praams, brigs, and lug- 
gers, to the number of one hundred aud fifly, were thas sud- 
denly caught by a north-east gale and heavy sea setting* into 
the roads, and were obliged to weigh in the greatest confu- 
sion and seek refuge in port, that part c^ the line to leeward 
of the harbour bearing up aud runniug away for Etaples, 
Portel, and St Valery. The day was drawing to a close, 
when the latter, taking advantage of the weather tide, weigh- 
ed or slipped ; and when our signal*, with that of the Autumn, 
Bloodhound, and Archer, was made to attack them, we stood 
in-sbore for that purpose, under close-reefed top-saite. We 
we^ soon among them : but the fuiy of the gale, the heavy 
sea and a lee shore, though our vicinity doubtless increased 
the confusion, and contributed to the subsequent destraction 
of some, prevented us from making any captures. , Apparent- 
ly occupied with the more appalling dangers of shipwreck, 
these vessels did not return a shot; the mortar batteries were 
not, however, idle; they continued playing oh us all the time 
we were within range, and the ignited trains of the shells 
tracing their flight towards the close of day throngh the lu- 
rid tempe&luous atmosphere, greatly increased the interest 
of the scene. At six a. m. on the 20th, such of tl^e remain- 
ing flotilla as had fortunately ridden out the gale during the 
night, also slipped their cables and made for St. Valery, and 
soon after, when the tide permitted, part of our squadron 
stood in to reconnoHre. Though the stranded vessels and 
the wrecks which strewed the coast, bore a melancholy testi- 
mony to the ravages of the gale, yet still more numerous 
must have been the casdalties, during this eventful night, of 
which the waves had left no traceis. According to the French 
acoounts, four hundred seamen and soldiers perished; the 
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namber of vesBels muHiof ia not stated. At Portel we ooiuit- 
ed three brigs apd two \uggen lying oo the locks ooBpJete 
wrecksy sod near them a brig aod logger stranded; with 
sigaals of distress still flying. To the westward of the bar* 
boar of Boulogne we obserred a brig, a lugger, and sereial 
boats. 

The emperor, who it appears had arrived the day before at 
Boulogne, and was an eye-witness of the disaster, which 
must in no small measure have opened bis eyes to the 
impracticability <A his designs, and dissipated some of bis 
brightest visions,* evinced, it is said, mach sensibility on the 
occasion. 

Towards the latter end of August, the frequent thundering 
of cannon, and an unusual stir among the troops and in the 
harbour, announced the occurrence of some extraordinary 
event, and kept us on the alert. Napoleon had arrived, and 
had presided at the grand ceremony of distributing crosses of 

* Tbia mibrect naturally leads to tbe interesting quMtion of tbe pocii- 
bility and fate of sotne future similar undertaking, When tbe chances of an 
assailing foroei availing themselves of the multiplied faeilitiei for- the trans- 
port c^ an army, and for navigation, afforded by the all-powerful agency 
of steaiBf may become infinitely less problematical. And who, viewing 
the fature in the mirror of the past, .and seeing states* like individuals, 
blind to tbe lessons of experience, still actuated b> the same princi|^« 
and motives, can doubt that the period may ag&'u arrive, and perbapa at 
no great 'interval^ of time, when the lust of conquest, the invidious Jea* 
loasy of oar power and greatness, or a mistaken policy, »>ball again nrge 
to tbe attempt*? Then will be revived the eouflict of the Romans and 
Carthaginians, prow to prow ; but even then thH field will remain with 
tbe side that possesses the. maritime, superiority ; with that which bat tba 
most sailors ; that which can, in fact, muster tbe sreatest Yiamber of sea legs. 
Landtnnen ^nd their locomotive powers np less abridged by the motion, than 
tbeir moral energies are parallzed by that'most enervating of all visitations, 
the sea-sickness, and «vhich tbe .peculiar jerking motion of steamers, I 
know by disagreeable experiende. is so peculiarly calculated to excite.— 
Moreover, steam Vessels, from the i;oinprication and delicacy of the machi- 
nery, cannot always be mao«^euTed quite independently of their sails ; 
and in action, the greater number, from one contingency or other, must 
h>ok to them alone. A chance shot through t-he cyllnderb, eeppers, er pad- 
dles, will at once vindicate the ancient rights ofiColup, and send them 
agiin to trim their canvass. From our ancient enemies of the old Conti- 
nent, therefore, we have little, I am of opinion, to apprehend on this score. 
Our insular situation, our maritime habits,.and that )irogressive spirit that 
keeps ns foremost in tbe race of science, virill long preserve to us the an. 
periority in ateam navigation; and that national energy and intrepidity 
which has heretofore won and preserved to us the>overeignty of tbe ocean, 
win, Itmat, kUBg, in defiaaoe of overy attempt to wrest it from us^innira S 
ns a naval pveponderanqr. 
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but for two thirds of the year it was qaite another matter; 
and we would willingly have resigned to some of our more 
ambitioas compeers, with a few of our barren laurels, a' share 
also of the no lees unproductive honours, which doubtless 
weref attached to an activity so conspicuous. Anchoricg 
and weighing anchor at all times and seasons, night and 
day, in bad weather, scarcely ever dry, we could calculate 
little on repose, or on the comparative comfort which, ill 
applied as the term may seem to a nautical life, is to be 
found occasionally in the worst t^rafl. Sometimes, after a 
long spell on the enemy^s coast, or buffeting about in the 
Straits of Dover, in the heaviest gales, and on a lee ishore, 
when with difficulty clawing off shore, and barely weather- 
ing some point or headland, it would be found necessary to 
keep all hands on deck the greater part of some terrible 
winter's night, the rigging and deck cased with ice—and 
this is no ideal picture — when, escaping the impending 
danger of shipwreck, we would seek the. precarious shelter 
of the Downs or Dungeness to complete our water and 
'provisions, anticipating a little relaxation; but scarcely 
would the anchor reach the ground, and all be made snug, 
when up goes the signal to weigh, and off we were again 
in an instant ; in short, we were the fag of the squadron. 

In the latter end of September, the vessels and machines 
forming the famous Catamaran expedition, organized under 
the immediate superintendence of Sir Home Popham, in the 
Romney of 50 giins, were assembled m the~Down& By 
means of a hovel and destructive ~ species of fire* vessel, 
filled with combustibles and live shells, and certain machines 
called coffers^ it was proposed to deistroy that portion of the 
flotilla usually anchored outside the harbour. The coffers 
were either oblong boxes of Wood, rendered water-proof, or 
small and cylindrical, of copper, the former about twenty- 
one feet long and three broad, the latter easily portable 
rfrom three to four feet in length, and between one and two 
in diameter, filled, witli combustible oiattert band-grenades, 



8BRVI0S AltOAT. 59 

<&catid.to each of which was affixed a srrapnel, (kept afloat 
by means of cork, for the parpoae of hooking cables,) and 
certain machinery which, when woand op, the nionent of 
ezpIoajoD conld be regulated to a given time ; these were to 
be towed in by one or two persons, on a sortof ikiat called 
a catamaran, formed simply of two parallel, connected by 
two or more transverse pieces of timber, leaving a space in 
the centre, in which sat those who managed them. This 
apparatus, immersed, as well as the greater part of the 
bodies of those who; clad in a water-proof dress, plied them 
by means of paddles, would* it wa^ ^apposed, efiectnally 
elude the vigilance of th^ enemy by night, even under the 
bows of their vessels, to which it was intended to affix 
them. 

On tiie 2d of October the whole reached the outer an- 
chorage off the town, at which time there might be about 
one hundred and fifty of the enemy's Vessels in the reads. 
Captains Wintbrope and Owen, of the Ardent ^nd Im- 
mortalite, undertook to superintend the operations to Xfto 
southward of the line, and the Hon. Capt. Blackwood, of 
the Euryaltis, to the northward ; while the P , in com- 
pany with the Greyhound and Castor frigates, took up an 
advanced position tn-ehore for covering the whole. The 
aame^evening, at dusk, the five fire vessels, and sloops, each 
under the command of an officer of the rank of commander, 
weighed, and with a fair wind stood in-shore. These were 
followed soon after by some of the lighter vessels and boats of 
the squadron, and the favourable state of the elements, pre- 
Bented an opportunity for the undertaking equal to the wishes 
of the most sanguine. The passiveness of the enemy's ma- 
rine on this occasion seemed extraordinary. As the fire ves- 
selsand boats approached the left of their line, scarce any 
attempt was made to repulse or frustrate their intentions ; but 
about 9 p. M. a heavy cannonade commenced, and soon the 
whole bay, from one extremity to the other, was oneconti- 
nued blaze-from this and the uninterrupted discharges of 
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miuketry fromtbe troops which skirted it ; while the showera 
of shells from the batteries, bursting in their luminous and 
meteor-like, flight like rockets in the air« with the TolcaDic 
explosions and conflagration of the fire-vessels and machines, 
illuminating the atmosphere to a great distance, formed a 
grand and imposing sort of feu ffarti^e seldom witnessed. 

All watched anxiously the coming dawn, which should dis- 
close to us the dire effect of these mighty engines of destruc- 
tion; and when this at length afforded us the means of scan- 
ning the enemy's line, we wer^ not a little astonished at the 
apparently trifling impression made on it. The extent of the 
injury has never been exactly -ascertained, but it appears to 
have been very inconsiderable ; with the exception of one 
or two vessels driven on shore, and, as we had reason to be- 
lieve, a few burnt, they occupied nearly the same position as 
on the preceding evening. Whether from want of local infer* 
matioB, for it does not appear therie was any deficiency of zeal 
or gallantry on the part of those intrusted with its immediate 
eAcution,— or from unacqdaintance with or miscalcuIaticNi of 
the direction and rapidity of the tides, — the greater part of 
the fire-ships appear to have been consumed ere they reached 
the enemy. Moreover, the project had long got wind, and they 
bad ample time to take measures for parrying the threatened 
blow. Although a strict secrecy, the key-stone on which the 
success of such an enterprise must mainly depend, was not 
easily attainable as to the ultimate intention, the moment of 
its execution might easily have been concealed ; but the ap- 
pearance of the Monarch flag-ship an event of sufficiently rare 
occurrence to denote that something unusual was brewing, 
and the unnecessary parade of a numerous squadron, must 
have fully advertised the enemy of the coming storm. Thus 
they could not complain of being taken unawares; neverthe- 
less, the occasion was laid hold of in France to raise a clam* 
our, and the public indignation was highly excited by this 
** sinister and barbarous mode of warfare,'* as the French 
journals of the period were pleased to consider it. 
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I wafiBow beginning to be tired of Deal Beach and Bon- 
logne Roads : ** sarly winter," with his ** ruffian Uaati^** 
had once more begun ** to deform the day delightieM,** 
and my experience of the last was by no means of a na^ 
ture to make me desirous of encountering another. Those 
only who have tried it can form a correct notion of a winter's 
cruise in a small vessel, on such a service and station. The 
duty fell particularly hard on Uie midshipmen, of which 
useful arm of the service we were for a considerable time 
short ; indeed, for some time I was the only onc-^-Thus, 
constantly in requisition, everlastingly in the boats, alter- 
nately faalMroWned in the surf on Deal beach, on duty at 
the Dock-yard, or otherwise, and drenched in answering 
signals or boarding vessels in heavy gales and the most in- 
clement weather, it will not appear unreasonable that I 
should gladly avail myself of an opportunity * which now 
offered of joining a frigate just launched in the river. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Jotfi the N'-^'frigate. Character. Life in a cockpits 
Old Zealand. Life in a Chuardq, SaU for Ireland. — 
Cove of Cork. Sailwith convoy Jor West Indies. Strik-' 
ing and magnificent appetjirance of a large fleet on the 
ocean. Sharks their voracity. Rltistration. Arrival at 
Barbadoes. Passage amidst a French squadron, and con- 
sequent narrow escape from capture. Blockaded by them 
in prince Rupert* s Bay. Arrival of Nelson, and tkejleet. 
Retreat of Combined fleets. Join Lord Nelson with the in- 
formation. Diamond Rock, and its gallant defence.- In- 
activity of the enemy. Run the ship on a shoal. Yellow 
fever. Effects of apprehension in predisposing to it. 

On the 28th of January^ just as we were about to proceed from 
the Downs on another cruise, an order was received for my 
transfer to his Majesty's ship N , fitting out at Wool- 
wich, and I was forthwith discharged into the Utretcht, for 
an opportunity of Joining her. The Utretcht^ an old Dutch 
sixty-four was the guard and receiving ship of the port, and 
bore the flag of Vice- Admiral Patten. 

Among other supernumeraries on board, was' a midship- 
man, one of my late messmates in the P— , who, in the 
hurry of that vessel's sailing, having been left on shore, had 
reported himself according to custom, on board the guard-ship. 
Though this officer had long since cut his " wise teeth," or, 
in other words had left iu' behind him the utmost verge of 
that period usually assigned to the attainment of discretion, 
he had, nevertheless, only recently bethought him to in- 
scribe his name among the candidates for natal fame, on- 
ly two or three weeks having elapsed since he had made 
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his debut in the P . This tyro in the ^ windpipe- 

slitting' art" measured some six feet and an inch in statuT^, 
with a bulk corresponding thereta Such a nudshipman, if 
piiysical volume and capability could have been substituted 
for intellectu&l calibre and professional experience, woold, 
at an earlier period, while we were, bb I have above stated, 
so lamentably deficient in tliis useful branch of the service, 
have been a desirable rein£>rcement, as he might as efieo- 
tively have supplied the duty, as he eflectually mcxiopolised 
the Bpace, in our little berth (six feet and a half by five) 
of two or three ordinary-sized ^ reefers," In his uniform, 
of provincial cut, which at once bespoke the greenhorn, 
and in Rill panoply, with his belt braced round his portly car- 
case, a la FaUtaff, his whole appearance instinctively be- 
came associated with the grotesque reminiseences of that 
merry knight of the olden time as pourtrayed by Shakspeare. 

This7 with the awkwardness of one who had not yet ** got 
his sea-legs, on board," and seemed altogether oiit of his 
element, harmonised as little with that well-known badge of 
many an embryo hero, the weekly account, as the luxuriant 
ringlets of sweet sixteen gracefblly waving over the wrink- 
les 'of age and decrepitude, or a doll in the hands of my grand- 
mother. When placed in broad contrast with the swarm 
which Burroimded him of the more juvenile of the class, with 
whom, unlike the sister service, the idea of boyhood or ex- 
treme youth is commonly associated, the incongruity seemed 
so ludicrously striking, \hat it will not be wcmdered at that 
he should have become a dead mark for the jokes, practical 
and otherwise, so much in vogue among those mischief making 
and laughter-loving denizensof the cock-pit, who, always 
alive the ridiculous, seize on any prominent trait or peculiarity 
with a singular acuteneds of discrimination, marking it as 
promptly with some appropriate or whimsical sobriquet — - 
Thus our hero was .already well-known among the squadron 
by that of "the infant" Amortg the thousand and one tricks 
constituting the redoubted ordeal to which in the good old 
times a new comer was exposed, there was the lanyard cut- 
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ting, which, like a stroke of leger-de-main, at once translfeTB 
the soorer ^KXa the horiKontica] to the vertical, or happily 
from his downy couch to the hard pknk. The sluicingp? by 
which the onfortimate novice, awakened &om his tranqml 
slumbers, and from some delightful vision of the rich do- 
mains, and splendlid saloons of his fiithers, by a deluge of cold 
water poured on his devoted head, starts . wildly up in his 
hammock, impressed with- a notion of drowning, and striked oat 
manfully to the cry of '^ Heave him a rope! a rope !" resounded 
through the sulynarine regicxis of the orlop. And then- there 
were the courtsHnartial, with the cobbings, and all their concom- 
itant pranks and drolleries. These»and many other gSLta- 
bols, of which the memory is fast fading away, were now 
played . off on our " in&nt" When cited before the* above 
tribunal of the elders of the mess, for certain infractions, real 
or supposed, of the cock-pit laws, the burlesque inquiry, ac- 
cording to the forms presented by the naval code, geiierally 
terminated by finding the delinquent guilty, and adjudging 
the penalty of the cob or marine bastinado. This, however, 
was not easily carried into execution, and the termination of 
this highly ludicrous farce sometimes threatened to become 
tragical. When standing at bay, like a huge bear beset 
with whelps, as "he resisted the host of urchins constituting* 
the marine gens d'armes appointed for the purpose, wo to 
the unlucky wight who came within the gripe of his ponder- 
ous clutches ! On these and other similar occasions, what 
droll scenes, what "gibes and jokes that were wont to set 
the orlop in a roar," and occasionally seasoned with the 
true Attic salt too, — ^have I not witnessed in this and other 
ships! and although ikia species of license may not at all 
times, when the joke is carried too far, be strictly defensible, 
allowance must be made for the ebullitions of juvenile vivacr 
ity, concentrated ^by the circumscribed limits of its action. 
In morals, as iii physics, the animal spirits but ferment by co- 
ercion or restraint, and hurst forth, where they find a vent, 
with an elastkuty and force in the ratio of the endeavours 
made to compress them. This faint but real sk^ch of life 
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in a coclt^it may moreover serve as a lenonto otiier « chil- 
^n of a larger growth," who* like oor *♦ iniaat," may either 
mistake their profeasion, (awJ not a few there have been, 
who, forming a fidse estimate of their capabilities, hot too 
late rue the day when they quitted their mother's apfoo- ' 
etriiig,) or thoso who in like manner may make their dehui 
in it at so late a period as to render their ultimate buccess 
more than problematical. For, as the old song says, 

D'ye mind me, a sailor ■houkl be every incli 
AU as cne na a piece of the vhip ; 

and the time has been when boUi officers md tars, "real 
hearts of oak," mighty well have been considered such ; but 
this can rarely be unless the individual enters the profession 
at an age when the [ductile mind, readily yielding to and 
imbibing new impressions, can without an effort conform 
itself to every vicissitude and change ; making its home as 
well on the mountain wave as does the landsman on the 
mountain shore, fn short, to form a genuine British man- 
cC-war's man, a class truly unique, it is necessary to be cradled 
and reared among perils, hardships, and privations. Of all 
this OUT ** infant" was a striking illustration, and no long 
time elapsed ere he evinced evident tokens of repentance for 
the rash experiment which he had been tempted to make. In 
about a fortnight an opportunity occurring by the Dart sloOp 
proceeding to Sheemess, I took a passage in her to the 
Nore, where the N being hoUrly expected, I was put 

on board the Zealand, there to wait her arrival. This old 
guard-ship bore the flag of the port-admiral at Sheemess, and 
was the general depot for men of every class and denomina- 
tion, from among whom the ships of the fleet, from the time 
of equipping, ^ere either wholly manned, or their crews 
completed ; fi>rming also, at the time of which I am speak- 
ing, a receptacle fi>r part of that scum of which those skil- 
ful moral physicians, who administer the salutary medicine 
of the laws, deem it expedient from time to time- to purge 
the many-headed monster, or (to use another figure) relieve' 
the body social of the modem Babylon. Every now and then 
fresh cargoes ofbipeds arriving by the tenders from the Thames, 
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were consigned to this . Pandora's box. Here might be 
se^n, donfounded in one heterogeneous mass, beings of all 
sorts and conditions :— the delinquent convicted of theft, 
whose punishmeht is commuted to the honour of serving 
in his Majesty'a fleet, a handsome compliment to the pro- 
fession at large — the manly and athletic smjiggler, whose 
pensive and abstracted, though determined air, as he pa- 
ces with folded ' arms the deck, forms a striking Contrast 
to the meagre and insidious lineaments and [mean appear- 
ance of these 'jail birds, whose penalty he, however, shares, 
for the more venal depredations again^ the revenue — ^thepale- 
visaged artisah — the care-worn bankrupt tradesman — the 
runaway apprentice — the dandy victim of play or licentious- 
ness, and the comedian, both distinguishable by an exterior 
of the shabby-genteel ; and happily in %ome obscure nook 
bet^yeen the guns, courting a seclusion not easily found, in 
all the silent attitude and eloquence of grief and despair, the 
kidnapped father of a family, torn suddenly away, and, per- 
haps, aboutto be exiled from them for ever. 

In consequence of the uncertain tenor of a sojourn in this 
ship— the stay of each individual being at the mercy of all 
sorts of contingencies, — the wanton spoliations, on quitting, 
as well as the occasional depredations of the -light-fingered 
gentry, who (such is the force of habit) stiH continuing to 
mbour in their vocation, like the Scotchman, thought it no sin 
"to pick up the wee things that lay aboot the decks," — ^the 
accommodations for supernumeraries of every description, 
midshipman, warrant, or petty officer, were but of a very equiv- 
ocal and scurvy description. Happy was he who, discharged 
at that most dubious of hours for hungry supernumeraries, 
noon, could on hia arrival, after no, small contention at the 
gloomy portal of the victuajling'department with Jack o' the 
Dust, or the officiating deputy, vindicate his claim to rations 
for the day, and, receiving the tardy poition in time for sup- 
per, succeed by dint of hard words in accomplishing, amid 
the universal strife and confusion in the galley, the pro- 
cess of the thrice happy if, when this was achieved, he 



ftKETtCK AfUlAT. 67 

could muster a knife, a plate, or saucer to eat oQ— eome 
veseel in which to receives bis galloa of swipes^ or, if as a 
petty officer he luxuriated in grog, a broken cop, or the 
lid of a tea-kettle, to ^rink out o£ Every individual not belong- 
ing to the ship, under the rank of a commissioned officer, 
waB liable to foe thiis on board the Zealand, unless by - pre- 
vious acquaintance, or an introduction to some of the war^ 
rant or petty officers, he might be accommodated per ftp 
vonr in their messes. On making the very natural inquiry, 
on my arrival, of where I was to mess; and after an in* 
terval spent in vainly exploring the gun-room, and the dii^ 
mal unillumined submarine orlop, at the risk of breaking my 
head or my neck in its intricate navigation, by running fool 
of beams, stanchions, bulk-heads, or cordage, for aorae hos- 
pitable token of the midshipman's domicile, without having 
caught a glimpse of one solitary <* weekly account,"-*— some 
onp at length took me forward to the fore-cockpit: here, 
groping our way, as well as the dubious light from the fore- 
hatchway permitted, to the starboard wing, we reached a 
bulk-bead, a door in which my conductor pointed out as the 
entrance to the berth appropriated to supernumeraries of my 
grade ; this admitted us into a narrow ctiJrde-$ac^ or blind 
alley, the exact; width of the door, about three feet, extend- 
ing athwart to the side of the ship. . 

At the extremity of this den dimly glimmered the remains of 
a ** purser's moOn," stuck in a quart bottle, the neck and 
sides of which were enamelled by the luxuriant streams oc^ 
casioned by the wastuig of its long unstuS'ed wick. The 
doubtful radiance which this Aed, though barely sufficient to 
** render darkacss visible" at one end <^ the apartment, was 
sufficient, in that in which it was placed^ to show that no lav- 
ish expenditure in the ornamental had ever been made; neither 
did it disclose any greater portion of the useful. The whole 
was in that rigid style of patriarchial simplicity, which,, scorn- 
ing, the aid, of art to embellish, seemed with a truly asce* 
tic taste at no siAall pains to de&ce, and, with a scrupu- 
lous nicety, entirely to exclude all the refinement ^ mod- 
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em luxury, considered in these degenerate days of steam 
and intellectual progression, so much antong the necesERiry 
coaveniencies of life, as to be met with more or leas in the 
liovels of the meanest paupers. Nor tal^e, nor chftir, bench 
nor shelf, was there; a large billet of wood placed cm end, 
the original purpose of which seemed to have been either a 
butcher's block, or the pedestal of the armourer's anvil, oc- 
cupied the i^ceof the former; and two or three rusty spike- 
nails served some purposes of the latter. By certain moul- 
dering tokens of a dingy white rediaining about the upper 
parts, and firom time to time peeling off, it might be inferred 
that the interior had once been white-washed. But this, the 
constant vapour from the burning of oil and candles had lon^ 
since replaced with a more permanent hue ; and bverhead 
the beams, carlines, and planks, were variegated with sun- 
dry hieroglyphics, and black patches, wantonly executed by 
Its ever-changing tenants. But, for the^onour of the profes- 
sion, think not gentle, though uninitiated reader, that this 
is to be considered as a general specimen of a midship- 
man's berth,even inaguardo :an the contrary, those which I 
had recently quitted in the Utrecht were precisely the an- 
tipodes of all this, and were even embeUished by the gild- 
er's as well as the painter's art ' 

At the extreme end of this truly unearthly abode, within 
the flickering halo of the before-mentioned ".glim," seated 
on a trunk, and listlessly leaning over the aforesaid table, 
**like Patience on a monument," With despoiiding looks, 
ruminated a poor solitary** reefer." No ceremony of intro- 
duction was necessary ; the freemasonry of congenial circuifi- 
stances instantly made us at home; and while we merrily dis- 
cussed some boiled beef and potatoes, (served up in a wo<?)d- 
en platter lent by some charitable Samaritan,) which/ by 
dint of teeth, fingers, and the occasional loan of my new niess- 
mate's knife, I contrived to relish amazingly* well, he amused 
me wiA some of the history and humours- of the old guardo : 
from him I learned that our dungeon originally one of 'the 
warrant-officers' store-rooms, had subsequently been used as 
a ooaPhole, the apqpropriate name of which it still retained. 
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By the Bid of my mefismate's ezperi6iice«4eH a novice than 
myself in the ways of a guafd-#hi{>, and the aasifltance of the 
bum-boat womeUf who supplied us with that never-fiuling lax- 
ory of amphibious bipeds, ''soft tackt,' and a few other extras, 
we made out not so badly after all ; and as fi>r the minor in 
conveniencies of accommodation, which at a later period of 
life might be regarded as serious evils, they were thought of 
but as matter of merriment 

At the end of the week, however, no ship making its ap- 
pearance, nor any opportum&y of proceeding to her by the ten- 
ders, I at length bethought me that it might not be amiss, if 
permission could he procured, to go round by land to join her ; 
and a very inauspicious idea it turned out, for it not only led 
me into a train of untoward adventure, but might have been, 
but for an event quite unforeseen, the cause of missing the 
ship altogether on this side of the Atlantic On reaching 
Chatham by tlie passage-boat, I found myself^ contrary to ex- 
pectation, too late Uiat day for the Gravesend stage; and 
uriving at the latter place the following day at noon, I 
had the disappointment to find the vessel had sailed the same 
morning for tiie Nore. Fearing therefore to lose her altogeth- 
er, I lost no time in retracing my steps. With the ordinary 
improvidence of youth, I had set out with funds barelysuffici- 
^Qt to take me to the ship, not at all foreseeing any of those 
contingencies; and by the time I reached Chatham in the 
evening, -fatigued and half-frozen— -for it was a bitter wintry 
%» at the beginning of February, and I was outside the 
ooach without a great-coatr— the treasury was fiist ebbing.-* 
'f he packet not sailmg till the following morning at four, 
I was &in to sit up until the moment of embarking. At 
^^ngth, in utter darkness, and in a thick fog, that prevented 
us seeing beyond our noses, we took our departure. Mis- 
fortunes seldom come alone. We had only proceeded a few 
miles down, when we ran a ground in the mud near Gilling- 
ham, a^d stuck fast On regaining. Sheerness, no frigate was 
to be seen ; aiid as I could not return to the guard-ship that 
^^y» it was necessary to provide myself with quarterd, for 
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latood in need of both food and rest ; but by this time the pay- 
ment of my last shilling had made* it so dead low-water 
with me, that I was completely aground, the very picture of 
**a midshipman in distress,*' and, "to raise the wind,*' I 
was &in to make 'application to that frieni^ in need, "* my on- 
cle" of the Grolden Balls, -who, with the consflentioua Ifeeral- 
ity that distinguishes the fraternity, generously offered me 
about an eighth of their worth for some valuables which I had 
about me. On my resuming on the following day my old 
berth in the coal-hole, I found the ship had been obliged by 
the bad weather to put back to Gnn" L/^nd, and she did not 
arrive until some days afler. 

The N-r was one of the class of small 32-gun frigates, 
built of fir, and -hastily run up at this period. She was 
launched in the short space of six weeks from laying down 
her keel. . Built, as I believe these ships were, for experi- 
ment, the result was by no means ot a nature to gratify any 
very sanguine expectations that -the projecters might have 
formed of their capabilities as men-of-war. This ship, al- 
thou^ from the first supplied with an extra proportion of 
ballajst, on leaving. Gravesend proved so crank, that it was 
found necessary to put back and wait more moderate weath- 
er. On arriving at the Nore, it was thought expedient to 
take her into. Sheerness -harbour, where all her masts were 
reduced) and an additicmal supply of ballast taken in. Few 
ships could be less qualified for the purposes of war. An ex- 
tremely crank ship-must necessarily, in general, be a bad sail- 
er; and this defect, originating with the fir ships in the buoy- 
ancy of the perishable material used in their construction, 
it is not obviated until the wood,. beccMning saturated with 
the element in which it is emerged, acquires a greater spe- 
cific gravity ; an.^flTect only coeval with the decay that unfits 
them for fiirther service. These exceptions, however, at that 
time, infiuenced but little either my waking or sleeping dreams. 
£ was satisfied with the immediate advantages and novelty of 
the change into a large sj^ip, and was much too agreeably 
occupied with the present to trouble inyself about the ch^n* 
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ces on scxiie squally night of ^ turning the turtley'* (as Jack 
&cetiously calls upsetting,) or other future contingencies. 

The required alterations detained us aJcnrtnight in the Med- 
way. When these were conipleted, and the crew paid their 
wages, we proceeded on to Spithead, where we remained a 
few days, ancl after a hoisterous passage down Channel* 
reached the Cove of Cork, where a convoy was assembling, 
which we were destined to take charge of to the West In* 
die& Adverse winds, and the tardy arrival of some of the 
ships, detained us in t} . ^aoe a few wceka At length, on the 
23rd of March, the * -^ consisting of two hundred and 
fifty sail of merchant s1jI|M^ weighed with a fiiir wind, and by 
sun-set were clear of the harbour. 

Few spectacles are more striking or animating than a nu* 
merdus convoy like this in motion, stretching fiir and wide, 
as the ' eye can reach, and spreading ** their white bosom to 
the gale" as they scud before it, "tlie dullest sailer wearing 
bravely now ;** while in the curling foam of the wave 
ploughed up by the dashing prow, shoals of porpoises sport 
and roll a-head, or, contending in the race alongside, the 
grampus, the bonnetta, or the dolphin, alternately exhibit 
their fins above the water, contrasting their brightei hues, 
with the deep purple of ocean. Ever and anon a swarm 
of flying-fish, shunning their scaly tyrants, emerge . from tke 
deep, and skim their evanescent flight along the sur&ce 
through the froth of many a breaking billow,as the son's rays 
refracted through the snowy spray, exhibit aH the prismatic 
colours of the rainbow; or in light winds, the little nautilus, 
with purple pride, expands his transparent sail; or that con- 
stant attendant of the calm and of smooth seas, our old friend 
and never-failing visitor, the shark, appears with his faithful 
attendants, the diminutive pDot-fish. Of the ravenous vorac- 
ity of thishyexia of the deep, I have witnessed some extra- 
ordinary instances. One huge fellow during this voyage, who 
had been prowling as usual under the stern in a calm, seek* 

ing whatsoever and whomsoever he might devour, — ^for, of a 



72 SBBTICK AFLOAT. 

tnith, ^ John Shark," though a glatton, is aot daint^r, and in 
gastric power may well vie with the ironnstoinached ostpch,— 
seized every thing that came in his way — ^bits of paper, can- 
vass, or even broken crockery ;, until at length, the hook baited 
with the usoal lure of fialt pork, was offered to him. This was 
laid hold of in an instant, and He was hauled np to the taff- 
rail; but, before he could be got on board, his convulsive 
eflforts disengaged him from the, hook, and he returned' cmce 
more to his own element Although the mouth of -this ani- 
mal must haVe been dreadfully lacerated in the struggle, 
the bait was no sooner put overboard again, than it was at- 
tacked with similar avidity. Again he got loose, after tear- 
ing away part of the mouth. A third time he seized it, 
and was finally secured on board. 

After a tedious passage of two months, unmarked by any 
circumstances of note, we arrived on the 22nd of May, without 
accident,^ Carlisle Bay, Barbado^s ; off which island the fleet 
separated to proceed to their several destinations.. Here we 
learned the arrival of the combined French and Spanish fleets, 
under Villeneuve, which had reached Martinique on the 14th; 
and not many days af^r, we were very near experiencing a 
somewhat disagreeable confirmation of this news, by &lling, 
into their hands. On our way from St Christopher's, whether 
we had gone with the trade to Prince Rupert's Bay, Dom 
ixftca, we had, on the night^ of the 25th, passed unobserved 
through a division of them cruizing off that island, from 
whence they were still to be seen a few leagues distant in 
the morning : the darkness of the night alone saved us, as it 
was evident we must have passed through the midst of them. 
Onfce in this bay, we continued to be so closely watched, that 
it was no easy matter to get out again. The ship was there* 
fore moored, and we were content to wait a more favourable 
opportunity for a start 

In a few days the enemy's movements coinciding with cer- 
tain information received. of a premeditated attaek on the is- 
land, or the ships in the bay, we took up a more favourable 
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poeitkm. Springs were got on the cables, the marinee vtete 
•eat OD shore to join the gwrisoo, and the sea^ien of the 
merchant ships to man the batteries at the Cabtitts, where^ 
under the superintendance and command of Sir Greorge Pre- 
vost, every preparati<Mi was made to gi?e the enemy a warm 
recepCuML in &ct» at daylight of the 6th of June matters 
assumed a less equivocal and mate threatening aspect^-* 
The whole ccHnhined fleet, of twenly-one sailof the line and 
four or five frigates, appeared off the bay at little more ^than 
gun-shot distance; and, as no (me doubted their object, all 
were on the alert, and with a corresponding interest awaited 
the denouement of the scene. It being a dead calm, they re- 
mained in the same position, motionless, off the anchorage 
the greater part of the day ; and as the want of wind only ap- 
paDKitly prevented the further development of events, ev- 
ery firesh token of the awakening breez#, as now and then a 
&int air from the valleys rippled the soKioth sur&ce of the 
waters, was anxiously watched. 

At length, between three and four p. m. a steady breeze, 
sprang up, \idiich filled the sails of the enemy's ships, and 
which, with a feeling very nearly akin to disappointment 
We saw them avail themselves of to make all sail to the north- 
ward. This was soon accounted for by the arrival, in these 
seas, of the fleet under Lord Nelson, — information of which 
having just reached us, no time was to be lost in advertifl||g 
his lordship of the enemy's route and movements ; and these 
were barely out of sight when we put to sea in search of 
him. 

Lord Nelson, with his characteristic promptitude and decis- 
ion, on missing the French fleet firom Toulon, having traversed 
the Mediterranean and looked into Alexandria in search of 
them, had, on his own responsibility, followed them to the 
West Indies, arriving at Barbadoes, after a passage of twenty- 
four days on the 4th of June. At this place, where he only 
remained just long enough to complete his water and em- 
bark two thousand tnx^ under General Myers, and where 

7 
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at head-quarters, if any where, he reasonably expecte^T to be 
furnished with correct information, he was, it^seemsi com* 
pletely bewildered and led astray. Taught to believe the 
enemy's fleet were at Trinidad, the extreme southern point 
of the curve fi>rmedby the Antilles, when in reality they were 
operating on the centre of that curve, in the neighbourhood 
of Martinico, and consequently under the nose of the authori- 
ties at Barbadoes, he had goneii wild-goose chase in the di- 
rection of the former idand to look for theia and it was on 
their .re turn from the fruitless search that we described our 
fleet, early in the morning of the 9th, off Grenada. Thus 
were five or six days thrown away ; an interval which, em- 
ployed as it should have been by an enterprising enemy, might 
have been productive of serious events. But, thanks to 
their mipineness, they did not profit by our errors. With a 
force that insured uncontroHed command in these seas, their 
inactivity seems quite imaccountable ; nearly a month had 
elapsed, and all that they had achieved was the reduction of 
the Diamond Rock,* which surrendered, afler a protracted 
and gallant defence on the part of the little garrison, a sloop- 
of- war's compliment of seamen and marines under Command- 
er Morris. Up to the moment of our appearance, all tra- 
ces of the enemy's fleet had been lost, and we found ours 
under easy sail, waiting intelligence from the shore. That 
which we so opportunely brought was, therefore, highly wel- 
Sne, and no sooner was it communicated, than the whole 
fleet, in sailing order, was under a cloud of canvass in 
pursuit. 

*Thi8 very singular rock, sometimes called Devil's Island, or, by ths 
French, Isle de Barque, is about tbree quarters -of a mile distant from 
tiie southren shore of Martinique : it has the shape of a s^ugar-loaf, rising 
abrupUy from the sea to the height of 600 feet, and, th« ascent being on all 
sides nearly peipendicular, tht; sumqait ie accessible but wKh extreme risk and 
difficulty. Nevertheless our seamen, under 8ir Samuel Hood, oncceeded a 
few months (deviously to its capture, in getting up some twenty-four pound- 
ers, by means of hawseis, from tiie decks of the Centaur, seveiity.four, 
moored under it: these proved of great annoyance to the enemy.^ coasting 
trade. In an attempt I once made to scale ihe steep ^ides of this rock, I suc- 
ceeded, afier intense exertion, in nearly reaching the top ; but so overpower- 
ing was the beat, and such was my extremely critical situation^ that I fre- 
quently expepted to be precipitated to the bottom by the mouldering away of 
the rock under my feet. The greatest difficulty was in descending : more 
than once, as I stood on the brink of a nearly perpendicular precipice and 
congratulated myself not a Utile on reaching onoe more firm and level ground. 
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Nothing can be imagined finer and more imposing than 
the appearance of this superb fleet, sailing in compact order 
in two lines. At this moment, it consisted of thirteen sail 
of the line and four frigates; and the uniformity of the whole, 
every ehip being painted the same, their bright yellow che> 
quer painted sides reflecting lilre burnished gold the rays of 
a tropical son, produced, as they glided majestically and un- 
deviatingly along the pathless way, a highly striking e^ct 
IJvery ship was in the most admirable condition and state of 
discipline; and though thirteen to twenty-one was some- 
what fearful odds, such was the confidence in our naval su- 
periority, and the hero who commanded, whose very name 
was a host, that there was not the smallest disinclination to 
try the result of a brush. 

In St John's Roads, Antigua, the fleet anchored for the pur- 
pose of shifting the troops taken at Barbadoes ; these being 
distributed into the Northumberland, 74, Jbearing the flag 
of the commander-in-chief of the Leeward Island station, Sir 
Alexander Cochme, and some smaller vessels, of which we 
were one, his. lordship lost no time in following the enemy, 
and the same evening, with twelve sail of the line, bade his 
final adieu to the West laadies. The next day, we also quit- 
ted Antigua, literally crammed with troops, part of the 15th 
regiment ; and, in company with the Northmnberland and two 
or three other vessels, proceeded to Carlisle Bay, whcit 
they were disembarked. 

During our confinement in Prince Rupert's, disease had 
crept into the ship. Five or six of the crew had fallen vic- 
tinis to it at that place ; and while at St John's Roads, we 
lost our second lieutenant The case of the latter was a 
strong instance of tlie efiect of apprehension in predisposing 
to the endemial malady of ttas climate ; and although I wish 
not to deny the occasional, perhaps no less powerful, though 
disputed influence of contagion, yet sure I am, from this and 
several other &tal instances of which I have been an eye-wit- 
nese^ that nothing more strongly superinduces this scourge 
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of Earopeans than sympathy or fear. This officer, aremark- 
bly healthy, robust man, inclined to obesity, had daring* the 
greater part of the passage from England evinced a singu* 
lar dread of ccmtracting the yellow fever,* and which the on- 
sparing raillery and jokes of his messmates did not tend to 
diminish. As is nsoal with a Johnny Newcome — this being 
his first visit to the tropics, he was unanimously voted food for 
the land-crabs ; his vacancy was already disposed of, and the 
terrific vision of** yellow Jack" was constantly present to 
bis frightened im&gination. These jokes proved prophetic ; 
the only officer at all affected, he suddenly took sick, as 
above mentioned, and in a very few hours he died in a raving 
delirium. 

At the beginning of August, being sent on a cruise off the 
SpanisAi Island of Porto Rico, we had . scarcely reached our 
destination, when, through the inexperience or neglect of a 
very young, but powerfbUy patronised officer, who had charge 
of the middle watch, the ship was run aground on a shoal ofiT 
cape Rose, the south-western extremity of the island.-— For 
many hours we continued (in spite of intense labour and ex- 
ertion, and exhausting all the means which energy, skiU, and 
ingenuity united, could e^ct to get h^ aiknt, in a very criti- 
cal situation, in the vicinity of a hostile shore. Had the 
Spaniards promptly attacked us with the smallest force from 
SC: Juan's, or some of the neighbooripg pwts, or had it come 
on to blow, our case would have been equivocal induced. For^ 
tunately, the weather continued remarkably finelmd the water 
smooth; and, after starting the water, otherwise lighting the 
ship, and carrying away some of our ground tackle in sundry 
fruitless endeavours to heave her oil! we at length suc- 
ceeded, without any serious injury to the hulL 
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become intimately acquainted with the ofRcers, (a remarkably fine f«t »f 
yotmx meir, eon«tita(ed askealthy and am efibctiTe a torps as migfat he aren; 
we had only been absent a few montba.wben. on vi«uing the mess, we found 
two-tMrds of tiM offlaenK and 9 large pfopovnion «t l|(e owo, «;it||er dtoad Or 09 
their l«at ]e^«. 
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A fewdaysaftery the boats being sent into the harbour of 
Dead Man's Chest, on the aouthcoaat of the Island, succeeded 
in bringing oat three small schooners; an4 on the 11th of Aq« 
gust a similar enterprise was rewarded with a like success^ 
by the capture of a fine armed sdKxmer, the Los S » hav- 
ing on board a valuable cargoofdry goods. This was efifoc- 
ted inepite of a spirited opposition firom the vessel, and a bat- 
tery, under which she was moored. . 
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CHAPTER VL 

Actum and capture of La R ■ e , Shtficenfid ruse,-^ 
Change in command. Cfruite on the Spanish Main,-r' 
Boat enterpriset. Cumana, Ovlf of Carriaceo. Noc- 
tumai adoenture. Ambuscade and unexpected repulse, — 
Undue severity. Reflexions on, and evil effects of Cap" 
ture several vessels. Desperate undertaking. Placed in 
command of a schooner. Optimism. Storm the Fort of 
Maguerre. Disaster. Capture Spanish poUtcre skip Sta. 

T .Neutrals. American ship Dolphin. Critical situ-^ 

ation. Hurricane months. Successful ruse and pres- 
ence of mind of a Commander of a French privateer. — 
Evil productive of good. 

At the latter end of August, on our return to Barbadoes, we 
were ordered on a cruise to windward of that island, in a 
direction most likely to intercept any of the enemy'iB vessels 
on their route to Cayenne, Martinico, &c. This was deem- 
ed so good a station, that we considered ourselves extremely 
fortunate in being selected for the service, and congratulated 
each other accordingly on tiie golden harvest we anticipated 
from our prizes ; but we were wofully disappointed. To our 
sui prise and chagrin, although in the direct high way of the 
numerous vessels bound to these seas, during a cruise of up- 
wards of two months, we were scarcely cheered with the 
sight of a single sail. At length our provisions and water, 
with our patience, being nearly ezhaufrted, we bore up far pent, 
to victual and refit Running before the wind, the weather 
fine, the sails were unbent to black the yards, and in this way 
we scudded for a day or two, nearly under bare poles, until 
within some ninety leagues of Barbadoes, when they were 
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again brought .to. This liad acareely^beea ae<Soiiiplttliedf 
when about two p. m. a nil' to windward wu reported from 
the mast-head, but so durtant, her tofhgallant saib akme being 
visible above the horizon we could form no opinion of what 
she might be. The day being too &r advancedt and the ship 
too light and crank, from the expenditure of provisions and 
water, to chase on a wind with any piobabili^ of success^ we 
kept on our coiiise, and resorted to a nue, which has fr^ 
quently succeeded on similar occasionsL While we showed 
an apparent anxiety by the exhibition of a large i^read of 
canvass, as if endeavouring to elude pursuit, the ship's way 
was retarded as much as possible by towing astom some 
larg« spai8,-the management of the helm, and other expedi- 
ents in practice on like occasioos, in such a manner as to lead 
an enemy's cruiser to take us for some heavy outward-bound 
trader; a deception strengthened by the lofty buoyant hull of 

the N ^, which at the best of times, at a distance, had more 

this appearance than that of a frigate. As the evening clos- 
ed m, we entirely lost sight of the stranger, and soon ceased 
to think further about him. 

'Between two and three a. m. I was sitting with the lien- 
tenant who had charge of the watch, betwixt two of the quar- 
ter-deck carronades, taking the usual refreshment of a middle 
watcher, the ship gently jogging on before the wind under 
her top-sails, having shortened sail after dark. In this man- 
ner discussing with our biscuit and grog the events, 6r rather 
non-events of our cruise, we were croaking over our ill-luck 
in returning to port without a prize, when all at once the tran- 
quil silence that had prevailed 'was broken in upon by the cry 
of one of the look-out men on the quarter, of '* a strange siJl 
cfose astern." All instantly flew to the taffrail, and through 
the deep obscure, for there was no moon, distinctly perceived 
a vessel in our wake, and scarcely a musket-shot distant — 
This turned out to be the same descried the preceding day 
80 well had our stratagem succeeded. Under the full con- 
viction that we were a merchant ship, they had not hesitated 
to approach us thus boldly ; it seemd they luui been dodging us 
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in this way far some timet and only waited day-break to take 
poaDowion. This was doubtles a blind look-out oa oar side, 
which a more enterprisiDg enemy might have known how to 
profit by. 

Not knowing her force, and in order to make aserannce 
doubly sarOy we continued on our course while the men were | 
asBembled at quarters, and all was prepared for making sail ^ 
But these movements, though but the lUlair of a few minutes 
and very quietly performed, did not escape the Argus-eyed 
stranger. The accidental flashing of 8 light through the ports' 
of the main-deck at once betrayed us. She was off in an in- 
stant, hauling her wind to the northward under a press of 
sail ; and though we, as promptly as circumstances would per- 
mit, followed her, she had so fiir got the start, that at day- 
break we were at least five miles astern, or rather on her 
]ee-quarter. It was now we experienced the disadvantages 
of a crank ship in chase when close hauled; although but a 
moderate breeze, with our lee-guns run in, our channels were 
under water, and it was with difficulty we could carry top-gal- 
lant sails, and three reefe out of the top-sails. Meanwhilef 
the chase had been leaving us, and for a considerable time 
there appeared little prospect of overhauling her. As the 
day advanced, however, the usual trade wind, which at the 
commencement was about £. N. E., favoured us sufficiently 
to leave us a point or two free : we now found we were rap- 
idly gaining, and between one and two p. m., having reached 
within gun-shot distance, we opened a fire firom pur bow-cha- 
sers. At this moment, both vessels running sufficiently off 
the wind to be enabled to carry top-mast studding-saOs, the 
chase suddenly hauling close up, endeavoured to tack with 
these standing; a manoeuvre which, had it succeeded — eur 
lee-guns run in, and the day drawing to a close — would in 
all probability have baffled usl But, missing stays, £he fell 
round off; we were in a few minutes alongside, and after 
exchangiiig a few broadsides, which killed one or two of 
her men,^she struck, and we took possession of the French 
National corvette, La R c , of eighteen guns, and one 
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hundred and ei|irhty-Ave men. The French officers, who pre* 
tended to have imBgined oar ship of much greater force* which 
idea the loftmees of the hvll certainly fitvoored, aflected to he 
moeh mortified on finding our crew — at the moment deficient 
mcompliment—^cxudsting of about one hundred and ninety, so 
little aaperior to their own. 

In the month of March following, we proceeded to FU- 
mouth Harbour, Antigua. Here, our Captain B f a grey- 
headed seza^narian, being appointed to another ship on her 
return to England, was superseded by a beardless youth, ap- 
parently not more than twenty ; the same officer who, in the 
preceding month of October, as third-lieutenant, had charge 
of the watch in which, it will be recollected, the ship was run 
OQ shore off Cape Roxo. Allied to a noble fiunily, and the son 
of an officer of the highest rank in the service, 'this event, 
which might have proved fittal to the professional prospects 
of one less fortunately circumstanced, did not at all interiere 
with the advancement of this individual. Seven weeks after, 
we find him promoted to the command of one of the finest 
eighteeurgun sloops in the service, in which he continued un« 
til his appointment, five months after, to that of our ship.—* 
"Hius, within less than twelve months (for he had only served 

three months as lieutenant in the N ) had the weekly ac« 

count been exchanged for the two epaulettes, the rank of 
postrcaptain, and the command of a new frigate.* 

With the measure of professional knowledge incident to 
BO rapid a progression, and a judgment unmatured by age or 
experience, it will not appear extraordinary that whatever of 
imperfection«-*and such is more or less inseparable from all 
human institutions — there might have been m the internal 
economy of the ship under our late captain, the present change 
^uld not improve it ; or that in any other respect it should 
iK)t be of that auspicious nature to furnish subject of con<« 
gratulation to any soul on board. 

* Since thi» period, " «« a change tout eela:* By subicquent . regulatioDAt 
a «at«d teiA) <»t ftctuai tfervice it necesBarv |o eacli grade, orevlOBsly to becom- 
^I^S «\jgbie 10 promotion. 
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Bat although the recollection of this period is rife with mr 
teresting incideBts which might furnish ahundant materials 
for profound and useful reflection to the well-wishers of our 
noble profession; yet as it is also replete with disa^eeable a£h 
sociations, and as certain details, without any usefiil tendency, 
might appear influenced by invidious motives, which I entire- 
^ disclaim ; and as moreover, aught that might have bee^ 
exceptionable originated — as time has subsequently proved<-^ 
more in the errors of the h^ad than the heart, I shall not en- 
large &rther on the system novv" introduced,"^ It is enough 
to observe, that it furnished a highly-wrought specimen of the 

* At this period a very general notion prevailed among the younger officers 
of the profe8sinn,and .which is doubtless still entertained by the inexperienced 
and unreflecting, that the salutary discipline so indtspensible in the service 
cannot be preserved but by a system of terrour and coercion : whereas 
multiplied and fatal insiances, many of which I have myself witnessed, 
might be brought to tllujbtrate the fact, that those ships in which the cat and 
rope's end Were in constant requisition, and which shone most in paint and 
polish, were by no means the most brilliant in essentials; that however 
the crew might be made to fly aloft to reef the top-sails by the second, or run 
the anchor up to the bows in a given time — in the hour of l>at(le, or in cases 
of. emergency, they did not always -exhibit a correspondent zeal and energy. 
Having served with men as conspicuous for their enlightened minds, their 
professional knowledge, moderation, and urbanity, as with others as re- 
markably characteriged by the deficiency of these qualities, few have had 
a fairer opp)rtunity than myself (of essaying the two Systems, and of com- 
ing to sound conclusions on the subject. Among the rest, it was my lot, at 
different periods of my professional career, to be placed with three oflkers 
proverbial, on the station to which they belonged, for their severity. This 
subsequently led to the dismissal from their ships oflwo of these individuals. 
One has since anticipated the natural term of his ^exl^tence by suicide ; the 
other has never since been employed : the system of the. third very narrowly 
involved liim in a catastrophe, that might have vied with ceriaiA other fatal 
effects of the ultra system of the " good old times," 

In a ship commanded by one of these officers, it was customary to polish 
the shot round the comings of the hatchways/all the iron and copper work, 
the belaying pins, &c., and even the \ton stanchions supporting the decks, 
wi>h numerous othor similar items. The anchor^or woe to those who la- 
boured at the purchase I although an operation in a great measure depending 
on the slate of the weather, and on local contingencies — was expected to be 
hove up in a given time; this, and an endless variety of similar exactions, 
with the frequency and severity of corporal punishments, created a dissatis* 
fhction 80 general among the men, that they took every opportunity of desert- 
ing. Nothing lariher may be necessary to illustrate the strength and pre- 
valence to which this in a very thort time reached, than the fact, that .in 
spite of guard-boats rowing round the ship,*- in adiditlon to the sentries in 
harbour, and marines in the boats on duty, attempts at evasion still conti- 
nued, with a reckless determination that set all risk at defiance, and placed 
life on the die. This at length broheout into open mutiny; and an attempt, 
which from subsequent investigation of a court-martial, seems to have 
been long premeditated, was made to overpower the officers and-get posses^ 
sion of the ship, but at the moment of showing itself, jras defeated by the 
promptitude of the former. For this affair, which was get over i^itb much 
ffif^h only the ringleadei: Buffered d^ath. 
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ultra sehool of discipline, whose dogmas, particularly in vogue 
on certain foreign stations, were not always confined to its 
more numerous disciples among the junior and less reflect- 
ing branches of the profession ; and as to the workings in this 
particular instance, 1 shall con^nt myself with stating, that 
the results in the sequel were precisely such as might have 
been anticipated, and before many months had elapsed, events 
occurred of a nature to render any commentary on its merits 
superfluous. 

In the months of April and May, being stationed ofl* the 
coast of the Spanish colony oi Caraccas, we were very active- 
ly employed in various enterprises, chiefly by the boats, against 
the enemy's coasting trade, principally small schooner-rigged 
craft and launches, several of which we captured. 

ThesjB afiairs led to many little interesting incidents and 
adventures, which furnished no unpleasant variety, contrasted 
with the tedium and monotony of some of our interminable and 
fruitless cruises in the open sea& 

Washing the walls of the town of Cumana — situated on its 
margin on the west side of its debouchure — is a long narrow 
arm of the sea, extending in a south-easterly direction from 
twenty to twenty-five leagues inland,called the Gulf ofCarri- 
acca Nothing can exceed in picturesque effect the beauty 
and the rich luxuriance which every where meet the eye along 
the southern shores of this inlet, contrasted with the sterile 
rocks and sands, and the unsocial aspect which for a consid- 
erable distance characterise those of the northern. On one 
of the above-mentioned occasions, the boats, having been des- 
patched to reconnoitre this inland sea, were, on the going 
down of the moon, and to affijrd some rest to the crews, fa- 
tigued with long pulling, brought to a grapnel in a small 
bight on the former of these shores. Scarcely had each coiled 
himself in the position aflbrded by the contracted space which 
was best calculated to snatch a little repose, when we were 
unexpectedly aroused by the discharge of one or two muskets, 
the shot of which, came whistling among us fix)m the opposite 
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thicket which lined the margin of the cove at the distance of 
a pistd-ehot It was to no purpose we returned the fire. — 
Our invisible assailants, securely shrouded by the darkness, 
no sooner dischaged their volleys, than, shifting their position 
they attacked us from another quarter. Annoyed by this un- 
timely guerilla mode of warfare, it was at length found expe- 
dient to shift our berth, and, vowing vengeance against the 
insidious disturbers of our rest, it was unanimously determined 
to land next morning and punish their audacity. When day- 
light came, we found ourselves opposite a phmtation near our 
former anchorage, the cove, which we now found was skirted 
to the water's edge by athick grove of cocoa-nut, plantain^ 
banana, and other indigenous trees, through the foliage of 
which we coyld just perceive the white walls of a mansion^ 
and other buildings at about half nrasket-ehot distance. On 
landing, we were again saluted by our nocturnal enemy from 
behind the trees ; but pressing forward, a few shot chased 
them.from their covert, and we were left in undiluted po&* 
session of the field of battle — a well-stocked farm-yard, sur- 
rounded by extensive premises and negro huts. The war 
was now transferred to the pigs and poultry, among which, 
as they were numerous, and the battle raged with considera- 
ble vivacity, there was soon no trifling slaughter. On reach- 
ing the mansion, which consisted but of one story raised over 
a ground-floor apparently appropriated to the . purposes of 
store-rooms or cellars, we ascended hy a flight of steps. The 
ungracious reception we bad met with the preceding night 
was very naturally accounted for ; our ill-timed visit had, it 
seems, disturbed the festivities of a convivial meeting; and, as 
appeared by several indications of surprise and alarm in one 
of the apartments, about which in promiscuous confusion 
were strewed several musical instruments, guitars, violins, 
&>c., had suddenly changed harmony mto discord. 

Proceeding up the gulf, the sane day, a little after noon, 
while examining the diflerent creeks along the south shore, 
our attention was arrested by a large launch at anchor in a 
bay opposite some buildings. PuUing in for the purpose of 
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enifninfug her, and no ways dreaming of the trap to which 
this vessel was probably the lore, as not a son) was Tisihle 
near her, we had advanced in the most perfect aecortty to 
within fifteen paces of the beach, and were jnst aboat to step 
on board oar prize, when from behind a low wall which skirted 
the bay immediately opposite, we were all at once saluted 
by a volley of mndcetry from a nnmeroua body of men posted 
behind iL Amid a shower o^ balls whistling among us, and 
perforating the boats in every direction, it so happened that, 
having volontarily undertaken to work a small brass gun in 
the bow of the boat, I was the most conspicuous object for the 
enemy's attention, who at the distance of thirty yards might 
well take an unerring aim. Of this I was sufficiently assured 
by the ringing of the shot against the soncHXMis metal, which, 
like a bell, served to announce the arrival of each unwelcome 
visitor. Some of these I afterwards picked op in the bottom 
of the boat, completely flattened by the collision. One man 
was shot close to me, and I know not how I escaped. In 
these little matters, which are scarcely ever heard of, there 
is often a hundred times more real risk* than in a general ac* 
tion, where you are at least usually out of the way of the 
sm^l shot Strange to say, although our boat was pierced 
through and through in various places, but one man was hit. 
The crews of both were on the first discharge fortunately 
sitting low down at thsir oars, so that most of the shot pas- 
sed over us; and when once the launch's twelve-pounder, 
loaded with round and grape, and our bow-gun and musketry, 
were opened upon our assailants, they became disconcerted 
and fired more at random. An equal body of men, but more 
cool, skillfiil, and determined, posted as these were, and under 
similar circumstances, ought to have killed or wounded the 
greater part of us. 

I was always glad to Volunteer for this sort of service, 
though, from the exposure % the vicissitudes of climate, night 
and day, it was frequently no sinecure. But any condition 
becomes more or less tolerable by comparison: this truth 

8 
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was exemplified in the present instance. Away firom the ship 
— ^in which every movement might be an error, and every 
trifling inadv^tency be magnified into neglect of duty, or 
inattention to the multiplied private orders and regulations, 
written and verbal, which, like a widely-spread and closely 
woven net, defied the most prudent to escape their intermi- 
nable meshes, — the most trying service was delightfiil. 

One momiog, soon after sun-rise, having captured a small 
trading schooner at anchor off a village on the coast, a few 
leagues east of Cumana, i was left with three men and a six- 
oared cutter in charge of her, while the remainder of the 
crew, with those of the launch and barge, landed in pursuit 
of a party of the enemy who had, on the first intimation of 
our vicinity, commenced unloading the cargo, which they 
were now transporting up the country. By some means or 
other,, during the short interval of a few minutes that I had 
quitted the deck, our boat, which it seems had not been effec- 
tually secured to the stern broke adrift, and a fresh sea-breeze 
blowing, had drifted a considerable distance ofl" in the direction 
of the village before I was aware of the accident. Foresee- 
ing her destruction, by bilging on the beach, or, what was 
more probable, by the hands of the Inhabitants, — an event 
which' might well have sayed me the jiecessity of returning 
to the ship again, for, trifling as the circumstance may seem, 
and although no sort of blame could attach to me for the con- 
tingency, I should in all probability stand the bnmt of the 
responsibility, — I felt in a dilemma from which I knew not 
well how to extricate myself; experience — particularly on a 
recent occasion of the desertion of two men fi:om the six- 
teen-oared barge,, one extremely dark night, while lying at a 
grapnel off the town of Port 'Espagne, Trinidad, although I 
never for an inst«mt quitted the boat — haying but too painful- 
ly convinced me of the consequences whichj I felt, involved 
not only disgrace, but perhaps iiijr fiiture professional pros- 
pects. What was to be done 1 We were at such a distance 
from the shore, that to contemplate the reaching it by swim- 
ming, indifferent performer as I was, appeared the extreme 
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of temerity ; moreoyer, the iiati\es lurking in the viUage, with 
their characteristic vindictivenesBy in the absence of our peo* 
pie, might well be tempted to wreak their yengeance on ooe 
or two unarmed and defenceless men. However^ it was 
necessary to act, fi>r the boat bad by this time nearly reached 
the beach. With that reckless sort of feeling akin to despair 
which one may be supposed to experience when oiged to 
choose between a present definite evil, or others distorted in 
the dark perspective of the future, and oncertain in kind as 
in duration, L anxiously demanded ot my men if any of them 
would undertake to follow and assist me in the fi»rk>rn at- 
tempt of saving the boat One man only, afier a moment's 
hesitation, mustered resolution to do this, and with him I 
plunged overboard. The tone of my mind gave me increased 
strength and energy, and after great exertion we found a feot^ 
ing and reached the boat, already touching the beach, in time 
to save her. # 

On the night of the 15th of May, the barge and cutter were 
sent down along the coast to the westward, as fiur as Cape 
Codera, a remarkable promontory a few leagues east of La 
Guayra. At day-light in the mining, an object was seen 
floating some distance a-head, having the i^pearance of frag- 
ments of wreck ; on polling towards it, we found it to be two 
immense turtles, weighing each between four and five hun* 
dred weight, sapping on the surface, and which without 
much difficulty we captured. These, on our return, supplied 
the crew with an excellent fresh mess for a day or twa— 
These animals abound' along the coast, particularly at the 
small islands of Tortugas and others, a few leagues distant, 
and are easily taken while asleep. - ^ . 

Our object was to bum, sink, capture, or destroy, all and 
every of the enemy's- property fairly attackable, which we 
might fiill in with. About noon, a little to the eastward of 
Cape Coderav observing a large building on the adjacent 
heights, with flag-staff and signals flying, for want of other 
amusement we pulled in to reconnoitre it. Owing tq a con 
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' iiderable swell setting in on the rocks, which rendered the 
approifcch of the boats a matter of difficulty, some delay took 
place in landing the crews. Impelled by the excitement of 
the moment^ and the ambition of being the first to land« I 
threw myself overboard and swam on shore; a feat that 
might well have been spared, as a moment after the boats 
approached, and the crews were landed with ease. Scram- 
bling up the height, each made the best of his way through 
the trees and thickets up the steep ascent, with as little atten* 
tion to order as a party of schoolboys on a Jboliday excursion ; 
though such was the defensive nature of the position, and 
such the local obstacles opposed to our advance through the 
forest, that a resolute few might, with ease and safety to them- 
selves, have annihilated the greater portion of our party. But 
whatever of the enemy might have been posted here, they 
had — ^probably opining that " the better part of valour is dis- 
cretion** — made off, leaving the coast clear. . On reaching 
the object of our enterprise, we foimd nothing to repay iis 
for the imprudent attempt; the only portable articles being 
the signal-flags, which we took on board. Two or three other 
signal-stations were thus destroyed, with similar results. 

A small schooner, of from forty to fifly tons, had been select- 
ed from among two or three other prize vessels oi a similar 
description, and equipped as a tender to the ship. This ves- 
sel, of which I was given the command, had been built origin- 
ally for a pleasure yacht, but, though a smart-looking craft, 
was but an indifferent sailer, and in other respects, frpm her 
inability to carry canvass,-or encounter a rough sea, was by 
no means calculated for such a service. Having had no pre- 
vious opportunity of essaying her capabilities, all this was 
never dreamt of on board the ship, which, from our bad sailing 
was often obliged to take us in tow, and I had only been three 
or four days in her ere we were fts many tmies in danger 
of being towed under water, or of capsizing, (having only a 
small quantity of shingle ballast on board,) from press of sail. 
We were moreover so entirely delDcient of rigging, cordage, 
Btores, or equipments of any kind, that we were redwijed to 



a]l sorts of shifts and expedients to be able to navigate her. 
In this state, a short time after, we quitted the coast of 
CaraccaA for the Virgin. Islands, distant about one hundred 
and sixty leagues. Our crew consisting of but five ordinary 
seamen, among whom there was not one that could be entrust- 
ed with the charge or steerage of the vessel by night, I 
cpuld scarcely ever quit the deck night or day. — After a pas- 
sage of five days, in which we encountered some boisterous 
weather, and a sea that tossed us about like a cockle-sheU, 
we itiade the island of Santa Cruz. Not long after, a strange 
sail beings descried to windward by the ship, she made all sail 
n chiise,and soon left us so &r to leeward as to be out of sight 
ot si^naL In vain I had endeavoured to make out the import 
of some, already a considerate time flying at the mast-head, 
and from time to time enforced by guns ; for such was the 
motion of our vessel, which entirely prevented me for an in- 
stant from fixing the object, and such the Bpny beating over 
the field glass of the telescope, that it was to no purpose I 
strained my eyes, inflamed by the brine and a burning sun, 
in the direction of the fiigate. At length, towards the even* 
ing, she hove4o ; I joined company, and fimnd my signal fly- 
ing to repair on board. Knowing pretty well what was brew- 
ing, and in anticipation of the reception I should meet with, 
with no very enviable feelings 1 moimted the side and present- 
ed myself on quarter-deck. I was not kept long in suspense, 
for I had scarcely entered the gangway, ere, without awaiting 
any attempt at vindication, I was charged with neglect of 
duty, and assailed with such virulent language^ as totally to 
bereave me of the power of pleading my own cause; and this 
being probably considered as a tacit admission oi the justice 
of the charge, 1 was forthwith superseded from the vessel, and 
ordered below. My simple removal from this disagreeable 
office was in every rqspect a matter of congratulation ; for I 
had, froTDr exposure to the feather and sitting on the constant- 
ly wetdecks, contracted a disorder which for many months af- 
ter was a source rfpain and inconvenience, and which a long- 
er continuance of this sort of life would undoubtedly have 
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made aeWous ; but to have evBtj feeling thus violated, when 
conscious of having performed my duty under circumstances 
that few could have sustained, was too much for me, and such 
were my sensations at the moment, I could have greeted the 
hand uplifted to deprive me of existence. The sequel, howev- 
er, of this affiiir, confirming my optimism, and teaching me 
patience, and a reliance on the inscrutable ways of Provi- 
dence, might well have made me exclaim with Pangloss, 
** Surely every thing is for the best'* A midshipmaii, and a 
day or two after the master, with a reinforcement of some 
fourteen or sixteen men, took charge of this vessel. She was 
armed with the launch's twelve pounder carronade, and refit- 
ted from the ship's stores. Thus equipped, she parted company 
a short time after on some detached service, and not a soul 
of the crew nor the vessel was ever after heard of. 

On the night of the 1st of June, the boats being sent into 
the harbour of M— , Porto Rico, sustained a severe check 
in an attack on a battery which defended it, but of which, af- 
ter a spirited resistance, possession was obtained ; a barren 
advantage, dearly purchased l)y the loss of some eight or ten 
men killed and wounded, (principally by an explosion of gun- 
powder in the battery,) and two missing. 

On the 4:th of August, off the Virgin Islands, we fell in with 
the fine Spanish polacre ship Sta. T— > which, after an in- 
teresting chase of five or six hours, we had the good fortune 
to capture. This ship was only a few days from Cumana, 
laden with a valuable cargo of cocoa, indigo, ^. 

At this period the West-India seas swarmed with neutral- 
traders, chiefly Americans ; — ^these were become the general 
carriers of the difierent European States with which we were 
at war ; and their flag frequently covered not only property 
prohibited m their direct trade to our colonies, but i^ps and 
cargoes bona fide belonging to the enemy, who, under its sanc- 
tion, endeavoured to elude the vigilance of our cruisers. — 
These being furnished with fiilse papers, hot only the most 
rigid search and exa,mination, but no small degree of sagacity 
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WtLB necesHLry to detect the impoiitioiL In eonteqiieiice we 
were continuaUy chasiDg and overhauling eome of these vee- 
sels. 



On the Idth of August, while beating up from the 
Island at St Thomas to Tortola, we fell in with a large home- 
ward-boond American ship, called the J)olphiny whoee papers 
appearing equivocal, she was detained, and I was put on boaid 
with four seamen to take her for adyudication by Uie Vice-Ad- 
miralty court, to the latter island. At this moment we were 
not more than some fifteen or sixteen leagues to leeward of 
oui destination, and in one of the dullest sailing craft I [ever 
met with ; and I soon found that the attempt to work up 
against the steady trade wind directly in our teeth, and the 
rapid current that invariably sets to leeward among the Virgin 
Islands, WBfi likely to be as successful as that of beating to 
windward in a dung-barge or wash-tub* The master, who 
well knew the qualities of his ve38el, from the first ridiculed 
the idea, giving me to understand that tacking was an opera- 
tion as little contemplated by himself fix>m experience as ori- 
ginally by the architects of this unwieldly shapeless hulk, 
which, like a Dutch schuyt, was as square about the bows as 
the stem. In the course of the night the frigate left us, and 
1 found myself next morning as nearly as possible in the spot 
we had quitted the evening before, off the little islet of Bird's 
Key or Frenchman's Rock, with only four men to navigate a 
ship of between three and four hundred tons, and to keep down 
a crew of fifteen rebellious Yankees, who, naturally disappoint- 
ed and irritated by having their voyage thus spoilt, might well 
be suspected of the inclination to avail themselves of any &- 
vourable opportunity to retake the ship and resume their voy- 
age, or carry into effect some sinister project The greatest 
and most unremitting vigilance being therefore necessary to 
guard against this^ I was constantly armed, and so continually 
on the watch, that for nearly a week I scarcely ever quitted 
the deck. By night, content to snatch a casual doze on the 
deck or hen-coops, with the heavens for my canopy, a ship's 
cutlass braced round me, and a couple of loaded pii^ls in my 



giidley I WM worn domi with ftligae and anxi^. In vain 
we tried long boaida and ahoi^ canyii^ on throogh every 
squall daring the night, and watching every fiivoarable flaw 
of wind to claw to windward. After all oor laboars, the 
morning found vm joat avhere we atartad from the day he&fn, 
off the everlaating Frenchman^a Rock. After aeveral sac- 
ceaaive daya, in which we had thna atmggled against wind 
and current, finding we had acarcely gained a mile to wind- 
wardf there appeared to me^not the moat remote chance of 
finally attaining oor object, and having no other RngHah port 
under our lee, I knew not what to da It was now the com- 
mencement of ^the hurricane season; a circumstance by no 
means calculated to afiay my anxiety: but this additional 
cause of apprehension finally extricated me fi;om my dilem- 
ma. About the fourth day, heavy squalls, and the usual 
threatening tokens that usher in these scourges of the tropics, 
made it neceaaary to prepare fi>r the worst ; this, however, 
was no easy matter. The crew of the vessel, afllecting to im- 
agine, as she was a prize, that they were absolved from duty, 
bad hitherto shown considerable reluctance, and had only par- 
tially assisted in workmg the ship ; and now, when the state of 
the weather, the successive sudden and heavy squalls obliging 
us frequently to make and shorten sail, made Iheir services 
indispensable, it was only by dint of threats and remonstran- 
ces, with the chance of falling in with some of our cruisers, 
that they became at all manageabre. The conduct, however, 
of the master, a very respectable man, was most unexcep- 
tionable, and it was chiefly to his forbearance and interference 
in this emergency that these men could be brought to their 
senses. As the day closed, nothing could exceed the wild 
and gloomy appearance of the heavens. Heavy Mack clouds 
rolling one above another, and bursting in squfUls with a del- 
uge of rain, prevented our carrying much sail, jmd made our 
progress more tardy than before. At length a tremendous 
gust, which carried away the head of our fore-top-mast, split 
our sails and left us a wreck, biought us to the cMmax of our 
difficulties. This seemed the coup de grace to o\ir efforts; 
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but now, when our pfoepects of reaching port seemed more 
than ever remote, we were all at once extricated from our 
critical situation. The wind (a circumstance seldom ezpe- 
ri^nced hut at this season of the year, and one of the great- 
est prognostics of a hurricane,) suddenly flew round to the 
northward, and veering gradually to the southward, fluctuat- 
ed in that quarter a sufiicient time to enahle us to avail our- 
selves of it, and we at length reached Tortola with a flowing 
sheet, but in a miserable condition. Here we found the frigate 
moored close up the harbour, with every preparation, made 
against the threatened bad weather. 

One day, about this time^ when tht; frigate, standing out of 
the south-western passage leading from Tortola to St Thom- 
as, had just opened, the weather point forming the strait, and 
was emergiDg from the islands into the open sea, a large top- 
sail schooner, hitherto concealed by the land, was perceived 
little more than a musket-shot to windward, running down 
before the wind tp the westward. As there was nothing re- 
markable in her appearance, and she did not an instant devi- 
ate from her course, but continued to follow close astern as the 
ship bore up for her destination, such apparent confidence lull- 
ing all suspicion, after a few casual glances nothing more was 
thought of her. In this manner she continued to follow in the 
ship^s wake, until both reached the anchorage at the mouth of 
the har)x)ur of the Danish Island of St Thomas. The anchor 
had just reached the ground, and the men aloft were lying out 
to furl sails, when the stranger, passing close under the stem, 
was up with a tier of ports and a swinging tri-coloured ensign 
in lieu of the friendly one hitherto §howu, and, giving three 
deafening cheers, ran into the harbour, where, being in a neu- 
tral port, he was thencefi>rtb beyond our reach. This was a 
singular instance~of successful stratagem and presence of 
mind,, and the only course that could have saved tiiem,as their 
proximity in the first instance left them, little chonce of escape 
bad they attempted it 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Join the A—^-^schooner as supernumerary, A gun-room 
mess in a small craft. Hostile meeting and its whimstcd 
consequences. All adrift Hospitality und kindness of 

a French planter. Catastrophe of the A -. — Jointh^ 

St.—. — Capture La Jejia and another vessel. Capture 
a French privateer » Singular coincidence. Surinam.-^ 
Scenery. Creole pride and prejudice., lUustration. In- 
teresting chase and disagreeable accident and disappoint 
ment. English Harbour Apostrophe , to ■ . A ntigua. 
Barbuda, description of, . 

Cruising under our orders waa a small ten-gun schooner, 
commanded by a lieutenant, and called the A The 
sub-lieutenant and master of this vessel being both in the 
sick list, and incapable of duty, an application was in con- 
sequence made to the N for an officer to supply their 

place, and I was selected and sent on board for that purpose. 

The A was one oFsl numerous description of vessels pe- 
culiar, during a period of the late war, to the Leeward-Island 
station. — These, ~ captured from, the enemy and comoaisicHied 
for the service, when undergoing the metamorphosis, which 
all more or less required to adapt them to the establishment, 
were frcqu^itly sacrificed to the mania, oftentimes so &tal, 
wbich prevailed, of loading Ihem with guns, (firom a mistaken 
notion of rendering them more ef^tive in action,) and en- 
cumbering them with high bulwarks^ masts^ and rigging,— 
every way disproportioned to their class and tonnage. Ma- 
ny of these* from light sharp-buHt schooners without gun- 
wales, and carrying one long gan amid-diipe, with perhaps ' 
from two to four small six-pounders, were transformed into 
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square-rigged vessels, and invariably raised upon and fur- 
nished with double their original weight of metal and top- 
lumber. This was usually done at the instance of their com- 
manders,' who generally contrived, through their representa- 
tions, and influence with the officers of the yard, to indulge 
their caprice in these matters. It will appear the less sur- 
prising, therefore, that casualties among them should be of fre- 
quent occurrence. Vessels from time to time disappeared 
with their crews, and were never after heard of. No less 
than four of these lamentable cases, as I shall have occasion 
to show, occurred to those which I had only a short time pre- 
viously quitted. 

The A——, though a narrow confined crib of about one 
hundred and thirty tons, had gunwales, which, with ham- 
mocks stowed, were as high as those of an eighteen-gun 
sloop ; lower masts and rigging out of all proportion; with two 
immense square fore and main-top sails, top-gallant sails, 
royals, and other flying kites; and an armament of ten 
twelve-pounder carronades, and two sixes. All this, with 
stores, provisions, and water complete for sea, brought her 
scuppers within a foot of the level of the water, and rendered 
her situation on ordinary occasions so critical, as to furnish 
abundant reason to all on board to anticipate the fate subse- 
quently at no long interval reserved for her, when she went 
on a cruise, and was never after heard of. 

It may serve to illustrate the diflferent phases of life at sea, 
and service afloat, jiraryingmore or less with the class of ves- 
sel, if I say something of the internal economy of out man-of- 
war. The place dignified by the name of gun-room included 
a space between the main-mast and cabin bulk-head, measur- 
ing about six feet by fi^e, and five in height. A small deal 
mess-table occupied the centre, round which ran lockers, 
pei&rming the double office of benches and store-rooms. Above 
these the sleeping-berths, three in nuipber, extending round 
the sides and fore-part of the cabin, like those of a Leith smack, 
admitted, fix>m. their altitude, but of one position, the horizon- 
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tal. All thid, with the c(Hnpaiiion4addcr in the after-part, 
80 completely occupied the space, as to leave not the smal- 
lest means of locomotion. A narrow scuttle, about two feet 
square, constituted the sole means of ingress and egress, of 
illumination and ventilation ; but, as the former of these pur- 
poses in some degree clashed with the latter, its frequent 
application as door and window preventing the use of a wind- 
sail, we had, as may be supposed, but an indifferent allow- 
tmce of the more vital of those component gases of the at- 
mospheric fluids-oxygen and nitrogen. — Woe to the unlucky 
mess-boy, when, unwittingly pausing in this strait, in the 
performance of his culinary duties, for an order, or delayed 
in the delicate manoeuvre of diving with a tureen of hot pea- 
soup, he has involved thei whole in a total eclipse, or inter- 
cepted the cool and refreshing eddying whi^ as precious 
as , water in the desert, conveyed down by the foot of the 
main-sail ! Such was the kennel appropriated to a sub- 
lieutenant, assistant-surgeon, master, and among, whom I 
made a fourth. The two former, ho^opportunity offering for 
sending them to sick quarters, were generally conEned below; 
and the only wonder was we were not all in a simil^ condition. 
How often, oppressed with heat and scarce able to respire, 
when stretched out on the lockers of this den — for T had no 
sleeping-berth-'-has this brought to my mind the tragic his- 
tory of the Bl^k Hole at Calcuttal for though not threatened 
with a &te so prompt, yet one apparently as assured impen- 
ded over 1^ ; and if we escaped sufSx;ation, it was but to 
contemplate the two-fold prospective i^hances of disea&e, or 
foundering in the first heavy gale or squall. Strange to say, 
although the conviction of this could not be otherwise than 
felt among us,^ yet, if the matter was discussed, it was but to 
furni@h a subject for a joke. Two conclusions, by ihe way, I 
have often since thought deducible from this by -those who 
find any interest in studying the phenomena of mmd ; first, 
that our happiness or misery is at all times less dependent on 
physical circumstances than is imagined ; and secondly, that 
contrary to the prevailing notion) in proportion as the tenure 
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of ezifltence is precanoos, we are ciien motl iadifiareBt aboat 
it, — as I have mofre tiian once ezpenenced. None laaglied 
oae iota the less : neyer was there a more careless or memer 
set coDgrcgated together. The master, an old weather-beaten 
seaman^ bronght up in the merchant-serrice, possessed a fnnd 
of that dry, qnaint homoor, for which sailors, when thej pre> 
tendtoany, are 00 peculiar, and though ^ on his beam ends,** 
^nerally managed to keep the table in a roar. The sab- 
lieutenant, a scion <tf a noble Irish fiimily, and my other mes^ 
mate, were ezceUent tempered fellows ; and the greatest 
harmony prevailing among all, contributed to reconcile us to 
these and certain other c2e«a^efn€ns. This good understand- 
ing had once, however, a temporary suspension ; and as the 
circumstonces, though they threatened a tragedy, were of a 
ludicrous kind,it may not be unamusing to menti<m them.— « 
Wliile lying along-side the hulk, refitting in English Har- 
bour, some one or other of those ♦• trifling causes," the source 
of so many " dire events," originated a fracas between the sur- 
geon and another of the mess, returning on board under the 
influence of stimulus imbibed while dining on shore with a 
friend at siek quarters. This was kept up after retiring for 
the night, in such a way, retort producing retort, that at 
length it produced a challeuge, which was promptly ac- 
cepted ; and both parties, seemingly of opinion with Mac- 
beth, that Hwas one of those deeds which, if done " 'twere 
better done quickly" — and that there is nothing like taking 
a thing while one is in the humour — mutually agreed to de- 
cide the afi^ir instanter on the decks of the adjoining vessel 
which, as there was no one on board, ofi^red a fakr arena for 
the purpose. With this view, both turning out, in a high 
state of excitement, dressed, and forthwith sallied on deck, 
armed with two ships's pistols. Here the usual preliminaries 
being arranged, and seconds chosen-— one of whom, from a 
paux^ity of persons, was the commander's clerk — the bellige- 
rents were ranged in battle array, at ten or twelve paces dis- 
tant — a bright moon» whose placid radiance might well have 
soothed fiercer passions, accomodating them with sufficient 
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light for their aanguioary intents. All was ready: the deadly 
tubes, about to be leveUed, only waited the signal, when, at 
the critical moment, another party unexpectedly made his 
appearance on the stage, and at once changed the scene.'" — 
This was the commander of the vessel, who, though sleeping 
in a distant cabin on deck, and in spite of the pains used to 
avoid unnecessary eclat, yet, awakened by the stir, had 
watched the latter part of the proceedings, and only waited 
the iicno«€m«n* to mterfere. Thus caught in the very act, 
the whole presented as droll a group as could be imagined. — 
The officer, a very diminutive personage, not mpre than five 
feetliigh, pouncing suddenly forth from his lair, en chemise , 
and, like some magician in romance, with a few cabalistic 
sentences transforming the lately animated actprs into statues 
mute,. constituted a tragi-comic scene, not often witnessed 
by the light of the moon. 

From the foregoing sketch of the situation of the officers 
in this vessel, that of a crew of fifty men may be in some 
measure inferred; but, bad as this really was, they had little rea- 
son to envy their superiors. 

While at the Island of St Thomas, a little adventure, from 
its conscquencps immediate and prospective, for a moment 
involved me in a serious dilemma. I had gone on shore on 
leave one evening, ignorant of the early departure of the 
schooner, and on looking-outinto the . harbour at day-light 
the following morning was surprised to find her no longer 
there. At this time my funds were nearly exhausted; I was 
without a change of linen, or a rag but what I stood upright 
in, and in a foreign isknd, where I knew not a soul, and 
where, from its remoteness, and the consequent rare appear- 
ance of men-of-war, I might be detained an indefinite period. 

* This reminds ine of fl still more novel mode of ordering the^ matters 
onboard, illuetrating the fertility of redoarcc for which sailors are prover- 
bial. Two supernumerary pass^-d midshipmen ,-^ne since well kt>own for his 
ecceniricities on the staiios by ibe name of >^ Mad Jemmy,*'— on their way 
out to tlieX.eeward Islands in the .A frigate, for want of a belter oppor- 
tunity, agreed to decide their quarrel by cannonading each other from the 
opposite extremities of the fore top-galant yard*arm ;which was actually car- 
ried into practice. 
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This, moreover, mig^ht in tUe interim lead to my erasure from 
the ship's books, or at all events from the prixe-liflt, besides 
involvmg a variety- of consideratioiis of no ordinary kind. I 
was at a loss how to act With the forlorn hope however 
that she might still be standing ofl*and on, or beating to wind- 
ward in the offing, I hired a canoe, and pulled out of the har- 
bour. No vestige of h^r ;vas however to be seen. — Fatigued 
and dispirited, for want of knowing better what to do, — while 
the mere possibility of her being returned on the coast by cha- 
sing' or any other accident remained, — like a^ drowning man 
grasping at a straw, I caused myself to be landed on an islet 
off* the coa^ determined to trust to chance and the winds to 
throw her once more in my way. This spot was about three 
quarters of a mile in circumference, and some two hundred 
feet in height, covered to its summit with a thick copse 
wood and dwarf trees, a quiet romantic spot, where one tired of 
the strife and bustle of the world might find an agreeable and 
tranquil repose, if not happiness. The only inhabitant of this 
secluded solitude was a Frenchman, who existed by the culti- 
vation of a little tobacco, cotton, and the fish procured by two 
or throe negroes belonging to him. From this good man I 
met with so cordial a reception, that I at once determined on 
taking up my quarters here at least for the day. Among 
the few articles in the interior of his mud-hut, furnished with 
a primitive simplicity, was a French paper telescope, to me 
an invaluable acquisition. By the aid of this, between two 
and three in the tftemoon, 1 at length perceived a fore-and-aft 
rigged vessel to the southward, but at such a distance, that to 
one less anxious 'it might have appealed the height of temer- 
ity to venture with the frail means at my disposal on such a 
voyage. But I verily believe I could have made the experi- 
ment on a catamaran. Forthwith therefore, in a canoe fur- 
nished me by my kind host, the honest Frenchman, who sym- 
pathised with my situation, I took my departure, and after 
a long and fatiguing pull, towards the close of day succeeded 
in reaching the vessel, which proved, as I had ccxijecturedy 
the A—; and fortunate it was I joined hei as I did, she be- 
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ing just about to quit the station ; jn which case I should prob- 
ably have lost all my effects by the subsequent loss of this ill- 
fiited vessel. 

It was perhaps by the merest chance that myself and the 
sargeon escaped this catastrophe, which involved the fate of 
every one else on board. Subsequently to the little adven- 
ture just related, we made the best of our way to English 
Harbour, to refit Her repairs in this place occupied nearly 
two months. On putting to sea, finding her still defective, 
and that she still leaked considerably about the stem, the prin- 
cipal point recently subjected to repair, it was found expe- 
dient to return. This defect requiring but a few hours to ob- 
viate, we were once more on^the point of bidding a final adieu 
to Antigua, when an unexpected proposal was made to me by 
the commander of the St ^brig, to join that vessel as act- 
ing master. At this period I had only completed four out of 
the six years of my probationary time as midshipman; and 
though such a step was generally considered a bar in the direct 
road of professional advancement, my prospects had already 
been but too frequently compromised, to allow of my hesiating 
on the score of future contingencies, to avail myself of an im- 
mediate good, and that apparently .of no small magnitude: 
80 that I gladly embraced the opportunity. My wishes, how- 
ever, were not accomplished without some opposition on the 

part of the commander of the A , who, under plea of my 

belonging to the N-^ — , and of the prc^riely of obtaining the 
consent of her captam, endeavoured to prevent my promo- 
tion. Luckily the contnander-in-chi6f happened to be on the 
spot, who, doing me the honour personally to ascertain my 
wishes on the subject, forthwith ordered an appointment to be 
made out for me. 

Few circumstances of my life have given me more lively 
satisfaction than this. We estimate every thing by compar- 
ison. Suddenly, from the contemplation of the gloomy cer- 
tainty of proceeding to sea in the ill-omened A-^— ^with that 
eventually of returning to the N— <— , rather than which I 
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v^oold gladly htve quitted the service, or seized the opportuni- 
ty of any change that presented itself » 1 found myself in a 
superior grade, and filling a respectable and responsible situa- 
tion, for which the high reputation of my commander was a 
sufficient guarantee that it depended on mjrself alone to pro- 
duce advantages according with my most sanguine expect- 
ations. Nor was I deceived ; the expetience of every day 
gave me fresh reason to be satisfied with the part I had taken, 
and increased my esteem and respect for this officer. In the 
coarse of my professional career I have met with none who, 
had fate spared him to his country and the service, promised 
to do both greater honour : gentlemanly and conciliating in 
his deportment, bnve to a degree of temerity, and active as 
skilful in his profession, the vessel whieh^e commanded was 
held up as a model ci neatness and discipline throughout the 
squadron. 

The St , though nearly worn out, was a very superior 

vessel of her class. She measured nearly 250 tons, and show- 
ed a battery of sixteen guns. In sailing, nothing on the sta- 
tion could compete with her. This was satisfactorily demon- 
strated before I had been twenty46ur hours at sea in her, by 
the capture of a valuable brig from jBourdeaux, laden with 
wine ; and the same day, February the 7th, by that of the 
French ship La Jena, which, availing herself of the foggy and 
tempestuous weather which prevailed, had only a few hours 
before slipped- out of Martinico on her way to Guadaloupe 
Bay. I was entrusted with the charge of this vessel to take 
her to Roseau, Dominica, where we Srrived the next day. 

On the 26th,ofl Deseada, the Wasp sloop of war in compa- 
ny, we captured a French privateer schooner, and only a few 
days after two French merchant schooners. 

On the ISth of March, cruising to windward off St ^ 

we fell in with a large ship called the Gosport, ost6n9ibly un- 
der the American flag, but firom Cadiz, bound to Mexico, and 
laden wkh a valuable cargo of quicksilver and dry goods, bo- 
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najtde SpaniBh property. Among the numerous pasBeagerSy 
all Spaniards, waa Doa Boiaelle, ak individoal of difitinction, 
going oat to fill the high and luerative post of adnunistrator 
oi Vera Cruz. By an odd coincidence, the wife of this gen- 
tleman, just as they had described the highland of St , 

presented him with a soo.-'^An omen apparently so auspici- 
ous, it being the name of cne of the most popular saints in 
the Spanish calendar, naturally suggested it as one of the 
long string usually, affixed to Spanish surnames, and the 
young Don was designated accordingly. Alas for the fiillacy 
of human speculations ! In the midst of the felicitations 
with which such an event, among a people so superstitious as 
the Spaniards, was probably hailed, and eie yet the ceremony 
of baptism was well ended, (for they had two or three priests on 
board,) the coincidence was rendered stiJl more spiking by 
the appearance of a third St ■ on the scene, represented by 
our vessel, distinguished by a similar cognomen, which, having 
through the previous capture of a ship under similar circum- 
stances been apprised of her expected arrival, had been on 
the look-out for, and now wiUiout more ado made « prize of 
her. I was placed in charge of this ship, to take her for adju- 
dication to the Vice-Admirality Court of Tortpla. At ^is 
place, in a few weeks, she was condemned, hull and cargo. 
Much to our chagrin and disappointment, however, an'ap- 
peal being made to the Supreme Court of Admirality in J^ig- 
land, the sentence, — ^through some species of legerdemain, 
sanctioned by the licensing system, which 1 never rightly 
comprehended, the whole being clearly enemy's property,—- 
the sentence was reversed, and we lost a very fine prize. 

About this time we^were sent down to convoy the trade from 
Surinam; and having occaskm to complete our water, the 
brig was taken up to Paramaribo, the principal town of the 
colony. This is a regular, well-built place, characterised by 
an air of cleanliness and neatness, presentmg a fitvonrable 
contrast with the slovenly miaerable appearance <^ most of 
our English towns in the islands. It'is situated on the left 
bank of the Surinam, about eighteen ' miles from its mouth. 
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Our abort inkiid nayigatkni was a novel treat to vm^ extreme- 
ly agreeable, ii^ome of the acenery along the banlu of this 
nobie river, nearly four miles wide at its mouth— albeit, the 
country is every where a low flat — is very delightfiiL The 
freshness of the verdure, with the neat white planters* hous- 
es here and there peeping forth fiom the luxuriant tufted foli- 
age reminded one of the emerald banlcs and meadows of the 
Thamea ' Instead of the rude unsightly canoe with which the 
eye is everlastingly satiated in the West Indies, they have 
here a large handsome covered boat, showily painted, resemb- 
ling and vying with our municipal bargesL This at once gives 
a'diatinct and pleasing character to the busy scene on the wa- 
ter. We had scarcely anchored when one of these pulled 
alongside, literally laden with every variety of firuit of the 
country. To my surprise, I learnt that the whole of this 
cargo was eiMisigned to me. Being, as 1 supposed, unac* 
quainted with « single Soul in this part of the globe, I was at 
a loss to comprehend this ; but the mystery was solved in a 
few minutes by the arrival of the donor, an old school-fellow, 
resident there. 

Few in this happy land of liberty, who have never visited 
the colonies, are aware of the ridiculous length to which the 
invidious prejudices of caste, and the nice distinctions and 
claseification as to colour, — as if, ^ a blackman, your honour, 
had not a soul as well as a white one,'' — are there carried. 

None are more tenacious on this score than your thor* 
ough-bred, genuine Creole, presuming on European descent, 
hswever his own mongrel breed may have been crossed since 
the arrival of his first white progenitor. Such will declare 
^e pedigree of one who, as Jack says, has the least *' lick 
of the tar-brush," in an instant, from the native jet black 
African from Houssa, to the tawny mulatto, the Sambo, or 
Must^, some of whom are as ^r as many Europeana But 
a better illustration could not, perhaps, be given of the full 
extent lo which the exclusive system* emanatmg from Uiis, 
is carried, than the instance afforded by my friend. 
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This gentleman, although horn in the colony, had heen 
edocated in England ; and it was at one of the first academ- 
ies in the vicinity of London, where he hoarded at the same 
time with myself^ that I had the pleasure of hecoming ac- 
quainted with him. Here, having the reputation, of a clev- 
er* well-hehaved'lad, no <xie dreamt of any exception on the 
score of his black crispy hair — the only external token, ailer 
all, which distinguished him from his European companions; 
his complexion not being a whit darker tiian that ot thous- 
ands of our bronzed countrymen. It required the intuitive 
perception of the Creole to discover traces of African origin. 
With these the original sin of having, through father, mother, 
or some one of his progenitors, a spice of black blood in his 
veins, was sufficient to interdict him all white society. And 
though his appearance, manners, and address .were far supe- 
rior to that of any other individual inhabitant that I met 
with during our short sojourn at Paramaribo^ and, on inquiry, 
I found that bis reputation and conduct were unimpeachable, 
I was shocked to find that to be seen in fiuniliar conversation, 
or to associate publicly with him, was considered a Bort of 
scandal. 

On our return, resuming our old cruising ground to wind- 
ward of Deseada, Mariagalante, and Dominica, our service 
was one of unremitted activity. Both night and day we were 
omtinually in chase of something or other; and though the 
greater part of the vessels which we overhauled were Amer- 
icans, or other neutrals, our exertions did not go unrewarded. 
One day, a little before noon, having made all sail in chase 
of a strange vessel, seen to \f indward firom the mast-head, — 
which, from her manoeuvres and inattenion to signals, we 
soon found to be an enemy, — our superior sailing enabled us 
in a few hours to get in her wake, and sufficiently near to 
make her out to be a large armed schooner, apparently offoui- 
teen or sixteen guns. This was just the kind of vessel we had 
been wishng for. Of equal force with our own, in the capture 
of such a prize there would be some honour as well as profit, 
besides the prospect to some of us of advancement Thus, 
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under the influence, of the high excitement which these occa- 
Biona.aeldom fiiii to produce, eveiy heart swelling with san- 
guine confidence and e3tpectati<H], we were carrying on with 
all the sail we could spread close hauled ; the vessel literally 
staggering under the heavy press of canvass; every reef out 
of the tc^sails, royals, top-gallantrsaila^ and stay-saiL A fresh 
breeze was blowing, occasionally freshening into squalls, as 
the fleeting cloud passed over us; and although this was not 
entirely disregarded, every mui and officer being at his sta* 
tkm T&idy at a moment to let fly sheets and halliards, yet so 
anxioosly intent were all in coming up with the chase, watch- 
ing every foot that seemed gradually to steal upon her, that 
much (as will always be more or less the case on these emer- 
gencies) was risked. Thus, like the gamester^ when to pro- 
pitiate fortune he sometimes stakes his a]l« we were cracking 
on, starting neither tack nor sheet to the last On these oc- 
casions it is amusing to observe the intense preoccupation of 
mind expressively depicted in the countenance, and speaking 
in every attitude and. gesture of some: — ^the eye, — as the din- 
gy eloud comes threatening on, indicating its direction li^ the 
rippling or foam of the waves,-^ fixed alternately on the sky, 
the masts, and the water ; and when, at length, bringing on 
the brunt, it comes roaring down, making '* all grim again," 
the ccnnpressed mouth — the hug to windward, as if to counter- 
act the heel of the ship by the inclination of the body, or the 
head, in a contrary direction; — while every timber in the 
vessel groaning reqxMisive to the creaking plaints of the 
quivering masts, which bend like a bow to the blast, blends 
in chorus with the gale, howling through the shrouds and 
cordage,'— and the plaintive song of the weather-beaten quart- 
er-master whose eye is watchfiilly fixed on the leach of the 
fore-top sail, and who firom time to time charges the attentive 
helmsman ! About four p. m., when, from the rapidity with 
which we were closing — having reached within two gun-shots 
distance— doubts had given place to certainty, and when in 
anticipation we had already possession of our prize, in a sud- 
den puflf the fore-topmast breast back-stay gave way. In a 
moment after, away went the fore and main topmasts close off 
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at the cap, carrying with them top-gallants, royals, jibs, stay- 
suls, and all their gear, and with them in an instant, like.the 
Arabian castle-builder with the &11 of his basket, all our fine 
visions. The pickle we were in may be better imagined than 
described. Under our bare courses, the wholeof the 'wreck 
towing overboard, and in presence of an enemy whoee ap- 
pearance bespoke the ability to cope with us Without these 
disadvantages, we were in a very ticklish predicament. This 
accident, the influence of which we all most acutely felt, oc- 
casioned a momentary ebullition on the part of the command- 
er, who gave vent to some unmerited reproaches on the 
officers forward for not having prevented the accident But 
there was no time for debberation, still less for recrimination, 
as we every moment expected to see the enemy turn round on 
us. To work we went ; and few instances perhaps were ever 
exhibited, illustrative of the characteristic energy and alacri- 
ty of British seamen in cases of emergency, greater than this- 
The day was fast drawing to a close; it wanted scarce two 
hours of sunset Without ever for a moment deviating from 
our course, a party was employed clearing the wreck, which 
in a short time was got in without losing ah inch of canvass 
in the mean while, others were busied in fitting jury-masts ; 
and by ten o'clock the same evening, up to which time we had 
never lost sight of the object of our pursuit, we were again 
under top-sails, top-gallant-sails, royals, stay-sails, &c. The 
moon shining brightly the greater part of the night, enabled 
us to keep her in view ; and our eflbrts would in all proba- 
bility have been crowned with the success they merited, had 
we had sufficient sea-room ; but the vicini^ of Martinico, the 
shore of which we reached between three and four in ^the 
morning, enabled tlie chase to elude us by taking refuge in 
one of its numerous harbours. 

The term of our cruise being finished, and our supplies ex- 
hausted, we] proceeded to the depot of English Harbour to 
refit On our arrival, the defects of the vessel on undergoing 
a survey being found too numerous for repair, and die no 
longer sea-worthy, we were placed in ordinary until the plea* 
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sure of the commander'-in-chief should he ascertained as to 
our ultimate disposal. In the mean while our commander be- 
ing ordered up to Barhadoes to attend a court-martial, and the 
sub-lieutenant appointed to another vessel, I was leh in com- 
mand of the brig. Here, snugly moored up the harbour, I 
enjoyed afe w months of tranquil repose and relaxation, doubly 
wela^ie as contrasted with the stormy, boisterous life, and in- 
ceaeant active service of the last h\e years. 

English Harbour! haven of rest to the jaded cruiser, 
impatient of salt junk, and weevilly biscuit, thy name is 
associated with the retrospection of many a festive scene, full 
many a joyous hour! What though the dilapidated chambers 
of thy ancient barrack, yclept capstan-house, devoted to the 
reception of the lieges as well as the stowage of other of his 
Majesty's stores, — ^frail, rickety, and withal pervious to the 
elements, — afiG>rded but a dubious accommodation to man and 
beast ? that alchymy of the buoyant mind, ^ the chemic treas- 
ure of glittering youth," invested them with a charm ofltimes 
in vain sought for in prouder structures. Who among the 
gallant souls spared by fate from the many that have sought 
thy shelter ftom the storm, and repose on thy tranquil waters, 
but has some grateful reminiscence of thee, and the smiling 
dark-eyed houris, black, brown, or snuf^oloured, with whose 
simple melody and well remembered chorus of '* Man-of-war 
Buckra" thy hills have so oft resounded 1 of the kind hospi- 
tality of honest " Charlie C " thy worthy rtaster-attend- 

ant, or that genuine true-blue son of Neptune, jolly, blunt 

"old P ^l*'Poor old F ! If the name of many a less 

deserving Son of Britain is blazoned on the page of her proud 
annals, shall not thine (if to scintillate but for a moment) 
be rescued from oblivion 1 for though full well, I wot, nor 
smooth of speech, nor measured in language, nor choice in thy 
rhetorical figures wast thou, (as many a trembling blue-jack- 
et who has felt the magic influence of those cabalistic exple- 
tives, with which in the exercise of thy tarry functions thou 
wast wont to embellish thine injunctions, thy remonstrances, 
and thy reproofs, can testify,) yet warm was thy heart, and 
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inndly thy dkpontion ; for, like my onele Toby, ** tfaou woaldst 
not willingly have hurt a fly ;** and well didgt dioa enact 
thine humble part in the most eventfhl scries of life's erent- 

fU drama. Peace to thee, honest F ! Thy {Mpe, ^rhoee 

shrilly summons, spell-hke, has so <^ in an instant called 
forth on the "vasty deep** unnnrabered mighty spirits to ileeds 
of wonder, is now for ever mute, and thy mortal part, even 
as thy old messmate^s and prototype's, honedt Tom Bowline, 
is under hatches. Fare thee well ! mayst thou, like 



poor Tom, find pleaeanC weatber — 



Till tie whu all coutmatidts, 

Sliali give, to ra!l li.''e*« crew togetber, 

TbK word to pipe all liaadsl 

F was a character unique in his way, and lived to 

realise the old proverb, ** the greater the sinner the greater 
the saint** From (as the saints would say) the most hopeless 
state ot reprobation, and apparently with the recklessness of 
many others of his class, caring for nought, past, present, or 
to come, — ^through the lectures and pious ezhortaticMss of a 
worthy sectarian, Mr. J , store-keeper of the yard, an in- 
dividual much respected, — he turned over a new leal^ made 
a clean house, abjured his sinful ways, and became a rigid 
Methodist 

Englifth Harbour, though not the most salubrious spot for 
a naval depot, the surrounding heights of Monk's Hill, the 
Ridge, &c. Glutting out the sea-breeze, and preventing a free 
circulation of air, is in other respects, firom its central situa- 
tion and the security of its harbour, well adapted for the pur- 
pose. Nothing can be more picturesque than the latter, with 
its surrounding scenery, particularly in time of war, when 
animated by the presence of some score of pendants, and the 
bustle and stir consequent on refitting. A narrow isthmus, 
of about a quarter o£ a mile in breadth, separates it from an- 
other spacious anchorage called Falmouth Bay ; but this, from 
its numerous reefs and shallows, is not much frequented. — 
Pending the repairs of a ship, the crews were usually quart* 
ered in a long unsightly wooden store-house, before alluded 



to. Nothing could be more wrstched tiMB te aooononodtr 
tkms of this place lor both men and offioen. The very 
negroes wefe better lodged. This at length attncted the 
tardy notice of the *' Powers;^ and subseqaently, in I6II9 a 
handsome • and -sabstanttal barrack, with a deoent range of 
apartments for the officers, sapersoded the old worn<oat cap- 
stan-house. 

Anti^a differs widely in character from the neighbouring 
islanda It is less mountainous and less woody. The high- 
est land is the ridges already mentioned, in the vicinity of 
English Harbour. These, sloping away in gentle undula- 
tions to the centre and windward parts of the island, afford 
on their verdant and easy acclivities excellent pasturage for 
cattle. The style of building; too, of the planters' houses, 
scattered over the &ce of the country, gives the wholo more 
the appearance of European scenery ; but that which con- 
stitutes its most striking excepticm, is the extreme scarcity of 
water. There are but one or two ^rings in the whole island 
and the inhabitants, being obliged to collect their water in 
tanks, cxperieiiice in seasons of drought great inponvenience 
from the quality and scanty supply of this essential article, in 
which the ships refitting also participate. St John's, an ir- 
regular ill-built place, twelve miles north of English Harbour, 
is the principal town. Montserrat and Barbuda are compri- 
sed in this government ^ 

Barbuda lies about thirty miles due north of Antigua. From 
the dangers of its low coast being imperceptible until within 
three or fi)ur miles of it, and the numerous reefs and shoals 
which on all -sides surround it, it is but little frequented by 

ships. We, however, paid it two visits in the N ; on 

which occasions the officers had an opportunity of examining 
this interesting little island, and were hospitably entertained 
by the attorney for the property, Mr. James, — ^the island 
being held under a lease from the Crown by Sir Bethel Cod- 
rington. The whole is a dead flat, covered by an embryo for- 

10 
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eit of mangrofe, wdl slocked widi deer. On the north side 
m a higooD, oeven milee aqoaie, fifled with ezceUent fish ; 
tibk ooomiimiciteB by a nuiow «nn with a laige bay^ which 
if again oepoiated finooi the oea by a leeE, o?er which the sea 
fareaki in a torrent of fiiam. It was here his Majes^'s ^ip 
Woc^wich wu wrecked. No eogar, ooflfee, or cotton, is cul- 
tivated here ; the inhabitants^ conmsting of two white over- 
seen and 400 negroes, being employed in raising proyisioni 
and slock, and bnilding droghers. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

New Sl ^cammuioned. Catch Wesi-India fewer. N^hA 
HoipitaL Negro sexton. A resurrection. Critieai 
situation. Advice to Johnny Newcomes. British tars on 
shore. A jollification. Characteristic rout at St. Pierre. 
Humourous scene. French captain of the D-^-^HautpoU. 
Jack sky-larking. Midnight freak and cM bath. An 
wducky vessel. Floating coffins: Midnight chdse^ dis- 
astrous surprise f and severe action with the Victor French 
ffivateer. 

In the numth of Deceznber 1807, a new vessel captured from 
the enemy, having been commisioned in the service in lieu of 

the late St , we were all, wilh the exception of the sub* 

lieutenant and one or two others, tamed over with oar 
late commander to her. 

In some parts of the dock-yard at this port, the rays of a 
vertical sun, reflected by the surrounding rocks, and concen« 
tred as in the foeus of a burning lens, render the heat some- 
times excessive. One day, while actively engaged in the 
toiea of equipment principally on shore, I found myself quite 
exhausted by the onited e£^ts of this and over-exertion. — 
I^etuming on board the old brig, occupied during the refitting 
of the new one as a fatilk,and which vfBB moored stem to wind 
in a comer of the harbour noted for its insalubrity, I impra- 
uenlly threw myself down, reeking at every pore, in the full 
current of a strong breeze rushing through the cabin windows. 
The consequences of this were not slow m exhibiting them- 
selves; within two hours I was seized with a depressing 
^g:uor and nauiiea, and, by sun-«et, with aH the fiita] symp* 
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toms of endemic fever. In this coonditkm I was carried to 
that sad aojoum of disease and misery, the Naval Hospital, 
where I remained in a very equivocal state for several weeks. 
The officers* wards oi this place consist of a range of small 
cabins on a ^omfid floor ; in front of these, not many yards 
distant, judiciously situated to prevent oblivion of mortality, 
and doubtless thereby to accelerate convalescence by the 
cheerful images associated with it, is the Hospital Golgotha 
««that bourn firom whence no traveller returns.*' 

The guardian of diis ** place of skulls" was aji old negro, 
filling the double office of sexton and undertaker^ in whose 
vivacious loquacity, when returning strength enabled me to 
creep about a little, I often found amusement On these 
occasions, Domingo— who, while flourishing his ^ovel, and 
handling ^ the dome of thought" as carelessly as' '^ it had 
been but a calibash, discussed all matters appertaining to his 
lugubrious vocation with the indifleience of Hamlet*s grave- 
digger — would, by way of encouragement, give me the his- 
tory of several surprising instances of recovery, when Hope 
itself had sickened, and the doctcH* and his nostrums had ap- 
parently fiiiled. Among other^ resurrections of this sort was 
that of a naval officer, with whom I was subsequently ac- 
quainted. Our colloquy generally commenced on the part of 
the old African, with ^ How Massa do dis ma<iHiing ? Mas- 
sa febur no go yetl Ay,lxHBbye; soon Massa .well-trong, 
like nigger. Massa no dead yet. No, no ; crab no nyam 
Massa dis time* Sabey bery well- by he yie when he go 
dead, Massa Sabey, Massa Taunkin 1* kie ! da buckra ! me 
nebur see buokra like Massa Taunkin. Bactor ebery bony 
say he dead ; he hab black baumit, saine like ca£fe-rkin of he 
feace an he yie like Guana. Me tink um.dead too: make urn 
caffin^ go lif um in : kie ! he open he yie ! point he finger to 
he mout Mamma Batienoe rub he mout de bin^ar. Bom- 
bye he tongue peak, say gib um wine. Dactor say, gib ebery 
ting he any ; bring um bartel Mudere : b^ drinkum ebury bit-^ 
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two, tree day. Me aee am, be ny, you black tief, yoa UIh 
bur, worn yoa in so big bony gib am to de hud cikb!** 

Right and left of me, separated only by a aligbt partitioo, 
reaching haU-way to the roo^ were several other cases similar 
to my own ; and my attention was aroused from time to time, 
from my own helpless condition, only to contemplate the rav- 
ages ci disease in some of its more appaUing features on oth- 
ers, some of my neighbours expiring at my elbow in a raving 
delirium — a spectacle, I have often thought, by no means too 
OHiducive to a speedy recovery. 'However, by dint of blis- 
tering, phlebotomising, and meagre diet — ^latterly the worst 
part of the discipline-^until very little oi the radical moisture 
was left in my carcass, I weathered it out at last. But when 
the crisis was passed, I stifiered much inconvenience and greaU 
er physical pain in the efibrts of nature, in throwing off the 
morbid poi8(»i c^ th^ blood, breaking out in numerous large 
biles, which covering my chest, would not bear the slightest 
touch. After this my strength slowly and partially returned, 
but my constitution received a shock which it has never since 
recovered. 

After all, it is not so much to the influence of climate — in 
this, or, as I believe, in any other tropical country — that 
we should look for the causes and ravages of disease among 
Europeans, as to their intemperate habits, and the want of 
a trifling degree of caution; a word by the way, seldom found 
in our vocabulary, until it finds its way there through the 
medium of dearly-purchased experience, on the wrong side 
of twenty at least. It is With health as with other goods ; we 
estimate its value only by its scaroily. — ^The Johnny New- 
come, however, of whatever age, will do well to profit by the 
tollowing hints, the result of observation and experiment — 
He need not be alarmed; I am not going to put his selMe* 
nial too rigidly to the test ; moderation is all that is necessa- 
ry. The pleasures of the table, or indeed any othei indulg- 
ence, need not entirely be surrendered ; abstinence, superiii- 
ducing debility, is often-times as prejudicial as excess ; ex- 
tremes in either are to be avoided* Drink no raw spirits i 



1 
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above all, new niin, eitlier. neat or diluted, fischew those 
hot and Btimolating diafaeB bo much in yo^e in naval and 
militaiy messes in these regions, sudi as the appropriately 
named " Devils,'* and those Creole wets, equally diabolical, 
called ** Man Dram/' Be the temperatnre ever so oppressive, 
yield not to the temptations of sleeping in the open air by night 
avoid a check of perspiration, either by placing yourseU, 
when over-heated, in a current of airf or h^ bathing in that 
state. , 

The same advice may be applied morally, for the state of 
the mind is not the least important consideration. Exciting 
or irritating causes on the one hand, or those which depress, 
are equally to be deprecated as predisposing in such a tem- 
perature to disease. — So grieat is the iufiuence of fear or ap- 
prehension, that in the majority df cases where symptoms 
of either are evinced as to contracting the yellow fever, the 
fate of the individual may with certainty be foretold. Cheer- 
fulness is one of the best preservatives ; and this hint acted 
npon by certain of our commanders, would effect more in 
keeping men out of the sick list, than all the phrophylactics of 
the doctor. As for malaria, wherever, according to local 
circumstances, it may prevail, a. very little vigour of consti- 
tution, physical and moral, may resist its effects. To those 
acquainted with the habits of Europeans, especially our coun- 
trymen in the East and West Indies, the wonder is, not that 
the mortality among them is occasionally so great, but that it is 
not infinitely greater. Sailors more than any, when they gfet 
on shore, are proverbial for their license. It is then^ in order 
to mal^e up for the restraint and privation of a .long confine- 
ment on board, to ** bring up their lee-way," they^make a toil 
of pleasure, and sacrifice enjoyment to excess; and a cruise 
on shore becomes 4>ften a Herdnlean enterprise, both as to 
labour and risk. What ocgies have I not witnessed, even 
among the officers, when, on the arrival in port of a large squa- 
'dron, same two or three dozen of all grades, from the humble 
mid to the staid lieutenant, pramiscuonsly congiegate togetb* 
er? ProverbiaUy improvident — tx nothing is genendl/ more 
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true than that ^ they earn their money like hofsea, and apead 
it like asses,'*— their untbrtftineas is oCten an aheolute tice. I 
have known eyen officers, with nothing Booie than their pay, 
dissipate in a dajr's cruise nearly the amount of their qoaitorly 
bill. The tavern expenses in the islands are enormous ; and 
the <Ad West-India -stationer knows to his cost the truth that 
^ yoa cannot open your mouth under a doUar, nor close it 
under two;" and Jack is so morbidly sensitive to the reproach- 
es of liiggardliness, that ** mine host" generally has it all his 
own way. The long list of etceteras, like the formidable 
catalogue of the apothecary, ** too tedious to be mentioned,*' 
and often too illegible to be comprehended, is seldom con- 
troverted ; and when it is, the unsophisticated tar, little prac- 
tised in the n^steries of the l^ger, is .seldom a match for the 
pertinacious rapacity of these ** land sharks." 1 remember I 
was once of a party of between twenty and thirty officers, fiom 
a squadron of four or five line-of-battle ships, and some 
smaller vessels, which met together at a tavern at St Pierre's, 
Martinico, when a carousing scene took place, so characterii^ 
tically unique, that it would require the pen of Bcott, or the 
pencU ofCmikrfiank, to do it justice. 

The firstrlieutenant, one of the marine officers, and myself, 
having dined (quietly together at this house, at first formed the 
whole of the' naval party ; towards the evening, however, oth- 
ers gradually dropping in, the greater, portion of whom were 
more or -less acquainted, the number became so much in- 
creased, that it was found necessary to adjouni to a large 
apartment on the first fioor, dedicated to purposes of public 
assembliea . Here, floating in Sangaree and Sangerorum, amid 
mirth, frolic, and revelry, old Time flew by on renovated pin- 
ioiis, until a gentle hint conveyed froin him by the sonoroua 
reverberations of the neighbouring chimes, warned im to tore' 
go fiirther sacrifice to Bacchus, and bow to the drowsy god. 
This was fiuther backed by the landlord, who, finding we 
were getting somewhat uproarious, and probably fimn the 
great spiinkliDg of ^ weekly accounts" among the gnests be- 
coming alarmed for his biU^ now made his appeaiance, and, 
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under the. plea of consideration for his other lodgers^ refused 
to provide any more wine, and went to bed ; at the same 
time, a. small minority of the sager portion, willing to get a 
little rest, and trembling for the Ikhut t>f reckoning,-^afler 
stipulating for mattresses, always abundant in a French House 
andfof which a sufl&clent number were quicldy spread on 
the floor,^ — supported the proposition to retire, and, in order to 
leave no choice, managed by stealth to ** doiise the glima*^ 
This was, perhaps, the worst means that could be had recourse 
to. For a few minutes all was uproar and confusion. While 
some of the elders, mdignant at this sort of compulsion, vo- 
ted the landlord a very impudent fellow, the youngsters were 
playing all sorts of mischievous gambols : a party of these 
proceeded in diflerent directions to endeavour to get a light, 
while a deputation was sent to demand the keys of the cellar. 
After some parleying at the gates of the Citadel, in which 
our governor had intrenched himself, seeing that spite of his 
teeth, to avoid extremities, he most surrender, since the be- 
siegers had already commenced to batter in breach, he at 
length bung out the white flag' and capitulated, in the mean 
while, to throw some light on the question at issue, having 
6iiled in procuring the means of Illumination by hunting out 
the servants, the lamps in the streets were recollected ; and a 
youngster being lowered from the windows, descended af the 
risk of his neck, and, crawling out to the extremity of the'long 
iron lamp-crane, procured a light The flowing bowl once 
more renovated, mirth and jollity prevailed until four in the 
morning, when, after ** Rule Britannia," in full chorus, ii 
was unanimously agreed to retire to our couchea 

I had taken off my coat and was sitting upon my mattress 
waiting the revolving goblet, a large Sangigree glass, contain- 
ing about two gallons, as it was passed from one to the other 
round the circle. This, fr^h primed, having at length reach, 
ed me, 1 was with difficulty KfUng it to my lips, when my 
risibility becoming excited by the drollery of the scene, and 
the humours of one or two individuals of the motley group 



* In plain Engltoh-'put oat Uie ligho. 
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near me, I ]oet my equilibrium, and with it the whole of the 
ooBtentsof the pcraderous jcaiim, which descended like a cat- 
aract oyer my astonished oeighboar, a veteran lieutenant, 
wbcLwas courting the embraces of Somnus alongside of me. 
I have seldom seen a man in a greater apparent rage ; starting 
up, he seized me by the two legs, and dragged me with 
great velocity into the centre of the room. What his ulti* 
mate intentions were I know, not, but, not relishing this mode 
of travelling, I succeeded in disengaging one limb, with which 
taking a purchase against a large table covered with glass, and 
which in the efibrt came down with a tremendous crash, I 
made shift to get the other free. This- was the Jinale ; the 
lights were now extinguished, and all in an instant was hush* 
ed. The following morning we were joined at bireak&st by 
a fine old French officer, the late commander of the Hautpoult 
of eighty guns, captured by our 8quadron.^Concenied to 
learn for the first time that this officer was an inmate (^ the 
tavern, aiid fearing that he had shared in the annoyance which 
our J)oi6teroas revelry was but too well calculated to occa- 
fli<xi, we now eagerly rendered our apologies. In this, how- 
ever, with that urbanity and politeness for which the French 
people have ever been distinguished, we were anticipated.—- 
This respectable officer '* remembered he was once young,'* 
and these reminiscences rendered our excuses unnecessary. 
All of a sudden' news was broifght that the squadron had 
weighed and were actually under sail. Unprepared for this, 
the sawe qui pent of Waterloo scarce occasioned a more 
general ~ root and confusion. With barely time to settle the 
landlord's bill — and, shade of Toby Fillpot, wliat a bill I (it is 
only necc^ary to observe, that the cruise had dissolved the 
good-looking dollars received the day before for two bills of 
considerable amount drawn by my two companions, and had 
pretty well cleaned out my own pockets,)— the whole party 
sallied forth pell-mell in a body, mids^ mates, marine officers, 
lieutenants, and masters, to the surprise of the honest cits, 
who thronged to the doors of their shops to witness the novel 
spectacle ; and, scrambling down to the beach, each took the 
Ibrst canoe he could lay hold of. 
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It had been well, bad these exceases been confined to the 
brief intervals of leave on shore. Unfortunately, however, 
intemperance and gambling, the latter carried to a ruinous 
extent, prevailed among some <^ the individuals in the gun- 
rooms and oockpit messes of many of our larger ships. In one 
line-of-battle ship (the flag-ship) to which I belonged, where 
we mustered some fifty mid-shipmen, a society Vas formed in 
the gun-room, called the *' Blue-light Club," fiom the blue 
flame, the test of the only beverage drunk. A small portion 
of watei: being added to full-proof spirit, the mixture was 
assayed by the president dipping in his finger and thrusting it 
into the flame of a candle. The leisure (and of this they 
had a superabundance) of these young men was principally 
occupied by the game of blind-hookey, in which efl^ts and 
money were staked to the last farthing. This was attended 
with its usual concomitant, demoralising, .and, in one or two 
instances, nearly tragical effects, occasioning quarrelling, duel- 
ling, and a breach of discipline.— Such instances, however, 
I repeat, are only to be considered exceptions to the more gen- 
eral order and discipline which characterise sea-going and 
cruising ships, in which the constant routine c^ duty leaves 
little leisure for such pursuits. 

Added to similar irregularities among the seamen on abate 
fbi Jack when he breaks loose is determined to take his full 
swing — one of the most prolific sources of disease is in the 
unrestrained use of the new rum, as physically as itis^mer- 
ally pernicious. Under the influence (^ this noxious bever- 
age, from the good-natured forbearing animal that Jack is in 
general, he becomes irascible and pugnacious, getting into 
all sorts of scrapes ^d difSculties, oflen attended with the 
most &tal resulta Few occasions of leave (sometimes grant- 
ed in this harbour on a. Sunday) passed without an augmen- 
tation of the sick-list from one or the other cause. <; One day 
when I was left commanding-officer of the eastern division 
of the dock-yaid, a marine, a. fine stout young fellow belong- 
ing to a ship lying in the stream, came in towards the latter 
part of the day to request a boat to put Itim on board his 
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veaael. Seeing that his &ce was bloody, and that he was 
apiMfcrently in a partial state of iatozicatioii, I interrogated 
him as to the cause. The account he gave me was eharao- 
teriatic : *< He had only been having a lark among the b 
mggetSf and had got a few raps over the cocoa-nitt*' These 
few raps, however, it was found on examination, had literally 
battered in nearly the whole of the upper part of the cra- 
nium, which, forced in upon the brain, I saw removed at the 
hoepital by the operation of the trepan. 

My recent attack first opened my eyes to the inestimable 
blessing of health ; and its frequent subsequent absence with- 
out leaye, like that of an old firieud, whose departure first 
makes us conscious of his good qualities, has somewhat too 
late convinced me of its full value. Hitherto I had been the 
most heedless being in existence. That I had so &r avoided 
the fate of the many that had fallen around me, could only be 
ascribed to my abstinence from the bottle and the table ; in 
every other respect how oflen have I hazarded not only health 
but placed life itself jn jeopardy unnecessarily and with- 
out motive Isleepmg night after night in the open air, and com- 
mitting all sorts of mad freaks. I remember on one occasion 
subsequently ta the period of which 1 have spoken, myself 
and another officer, havilig dined on shore with the com- 
mander-in-chief; were returning between ten and eleven, on a 
.very dark night ; we had reached the extremity of a long jet- 
ty, extending from the dock-yard a considerable distuice into 
tihe bay, where we had to await the arrival of a boat, when 
impelled by the spirit of mischief I said to my companion 
without ever- dreaming of his accepting the challenge, 
••What say you to a leap I"—** I will if you will,"wasthe 
reply; and this was scarcely uttered, when, with side-arms 
and in full uniform, both plunged into the sea, from whence 
we were picked up by the opportune amval of the boat^- 
The greatest risk was^ from the numerous sharks which in- 
fest this bay, the voraeity of which is so great, that they have 
frequently been known to seize individuals bathing on the 
beach* 



120 8BRY1C1 AfU>AT. 

Bat to return once more on board the St — . This, late a 
French schooner privateer, was a well-built, handsome model 
of a craft, measuring about 150 tons; and had they let her 
alone, and allowed her to retain her oHginal rig, with some 
partial change in her equipments, would have doubtless been 
an efficient one. But nothing short of the usual thorough met- 
amorphusis would satisfy. Our commander, though in other 
respects a shrewd, sensible man,' and 'a good officer, had 
imbibed the prevailing epidemic prejudice— '* A brig, there- 
fore, she became, with masts, yards, and rigging so much out 
of all proportion, that after a very slight trial ihey were 
fain to reduce them all. The long eigbteen-pounder amid 
ships, and some four or six guns of smaller calibre, her original 
armament, were exchanged for twelve eighteen-pounder car- 
ronades, and a long brass six-pounder. This equipment ren- 
dering necessary corresponding alteration in her top sides, the 
bulwarks were heightened. All this made her so crank and 
unsafe, that a little experience at sea , rendered perfectly 
unnecessary the gift of j)rophecy in foretelling the fiite which 
in the sequel befel. this unlucky vessel. About eighteen 
months after hoisting the British Pennant, she upset in a squall 
ofi the Virgin Islands, while convoying the packet, and, with 
the' exception of three individuals, all on board perished ; thus 
adding another to (he melancholy instances already enumer- 
ated of vessels and crews sacrificed to a false taste, and defi- 
ciency of professional judgment. So constantly from the first 
did I contemplate the certainty of such an occurrence, that, 
not long after getting to sea, I had prepared a mepooir on the 
subject, with the, intention of submitting my views to my com- 
mander ; but subsequent considerations determined roe to 
withhold the communication, and I contented myself with seiz- 
ing every favourable opportunity of .stating my opinions ver- 
bally. Daily in expectation of some catastrophe, how often, 
when awoke in the night by the heavy luiches of this vessel 
on her beam-ends, settling for a few seconds, as if unable to 
rise again, have 1, springing out of my cot to be ready for a 
swim, found footing against the side instead of the deck j 
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So notoriously unsafe were some of these craft considered 
throughout the squadron, that it was not unusual to distin- 
guish them by the significant and appropriate name ot* cui- 

The e rents which marked the very commencement of oar 
first essay at sea in the new St—, were as signally inaus- 
picious as those of my first cruise in the old one were singu- 
larly fbi^unate. I am not aware that we either sailed on a 
Friday ; that we wilfully or unpremeditatedly committed the 
ominous sacrifice of a cat, or any of the prolific family of 
Mother Carey ; or that we reckoned amongst us either a Jo- 
nas, a parson, or a corpse. Be this, however, as it may, the 
Fates seemed from first to last to set their mark on our de- 
voted vessel. If, as the poet says, ** there is a tide in the 
af&irs of men^*^ &c. ours was throughout a galloping ebb ; 
nothing seemed to go right ; the whole was a melancholy cat- 
alogue of accidents and ctctastrophes to the last fiital one at 
the end of the chapter. But to the facts. We had only 
quitted English Harbour a few hours on our first cruise, when, 
ere we were properly in fighting or sea-going trim, while 
working up to our station to windward, off the Island of 
Dominica, on the night of the third of February, we fell in 
with a strange sail. About one a. u. I was aroused from my 
cot, having only left the deck at the end of the first watch 
half an hour before, by the hollow and unwelcome mutter of 
the drum beating to quarters ; hy no means at all times " the 
sweetest music to the ear," as those even most partial to mar- 
tial sounds can testify. In fact every thing has its season — 
On getting on deck, I found every one busy at the guns, or in 
making sail in chase of a stranger to the northward, scarcely 
perceptible at intervals through the dim obscure. Our rela- 
tive position allowed us to keep a point or two off the wind 
on the starboard tack: and such was the rapidity with which 
we gained on her, evidently making no effort to elude ub, 
that with her paying no attention to our night signals, and 
some other circumstances, soon brought us to the conclusion 

H 
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that die was some duU-sailing American trader^ or other 
neutral, with which these seas swarmed, and from whom we 
had many similar false alarms. This conjecture, already uoani- 
IQOU8, was confirmed as we approaches still nearer hy her 
subsequent manceuvres. After a few shots fh>m|Our bow- 
chaser, we were quickly within hail, and we now made her 
out to be a fore-and-aft rigged vessel, standing under easy 
sail to the northward. The pertinacity with which she still 
kept on her way under easy sail, close hauled, unmindftd of 
our bow-gun and musketry, for a few minutes clashed with our 
preconceived notions. But even tliis circumstance had little 
weight; a similar disregard from obstinacy or inattention, 
QQ the part of trading vessels, being often experienced,— 
With some of these it was by no means unusual to laah the 
helm,- and leave the vessel to the mercy of winds and waves 
to steer herself while the watch went to sleep. Every man, 
however, continued at his station until within haH on his lee 
quarter ; when the usual peremptory mandate of " shorten 
sail and heave to" with a threat and in a tone unusually impe- 
rious and vehement, was given through the speaking trum- 
pet. One solitary voice replied in.good English to this sum- 
mons ; at the same instant the requisition was promptly com- 
plied with by haulingdown the jiband backing their head 
sails. Not a whisper was heard on board, or any the slight- 
est indication of bustle or stir of preparation calculated to' 
excite the smallest suspicion, which on board foreign vessels 
of war, particularly privateers, it is so difficult altogether to 
repress. The extreme darkness of the night etfectually pre- 
vented our examining her build, rig, cut of sails, or any of 
the minute details and characteristic tokens hy which the 
practised eye of a sailor eo readily discriminates between not 
only classes, but the flags of the various wanderers of the 
deep. Altogether so complete was the deception, that ajiy 
remaining doubt was fully removed. 

In this state of security we ranged up to leeward within 
half pistol shot. The sail-trimmers having hauled up the 
courses, arid taken in the top-gallant sails and jib, and laid the 
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main-top-sail to the mast, were coiling dovm the ropes and 
making all snug. Part of the crew were employed securing 
the guns; the small-arm men were returning their pikes 
and muskets, while some were listlessly leaning over the 
gangway and hammock-nettings, impatiently waiting the 
drum's call to retreat to tlieir hammocks, gazing at and wish- 
ing honest Jonathan at old Davy for his untimely disturb- 
ance of their slumbers; when just as we were &irly abreast, 
and near enough to toss a biscuit aboard, we were suddenly 
astonished by a deafening shout from some two hundred hoarse 
throats, accompanied w^ith a salute of round grape, and a tre- 
niendous volley of small arms. At this instant, our commander 
stooping down to recover his night-glass which had fallen, 
thrust his hand upon the reeking skull of a man who had been 
completely decapitated by a roiihd shot For an instant all 
was amazement and confusion, which at this critical moment 
were farther increased by the accidental explosion on the 
afler-part of t^e quarter-deck of the greater part of the re- 
turned cartridges which had been temporarily deposited there 
on securing the guns. Had our wily opponent followed up 
this blow by a few similar doses, or as fairly succeeded as he 
promptly attempted, to lay us on board, during the first mo- 
ments of surprise the result might have been doubtful. This 
manoeuvre, v/ns however, but imperfectly executed. Instead 
of laying us fairly alongside, which, as she was to windward, 
she might have done, paying round ofij while our vessel was 
fast forging a-head, her bows grazing our starboard quarter, 
her jib-bobm became entangled with our rigging, and retained 
her in a position by no means fiivourable to tlie attempt As 
usual on board most of the vessels of our description in his 
Majesty's service, we had on the afler-part of the quarter-deck, 
a sort of poop, or platform, sufficiently elevated to command 
the decks of the enemy. From thisour small arm-men by this 
time sufficiently rallied, poured in their voUies of musketry, 
and checked, every effijrt to advance by the l)ow-sprit In 
vain were the men urged forward by their officers, repulsed, 
they wavered, and the golden opportunity was gone by. A^ 
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ter a few inefiectoid attemplB, daring wfaidi ^bey must have 
■uflfered greatly from our fire, bcooming disengaged, she drop- 
ped astern, and landing op to leewaid on the larboard beam, 
the action was ooce more renewed. She was now between 
OB and the land, the dark shadows of which efl^toaDy coor 
oealed her. AAer exchanging a few broad-sides, suddenly 
eztingoishing all her lights, she bore np under a press oi 
sail, and in a few minutes nothing more of her was to be 
seen. Having several ports not far distant under her lee, it 
was easy to elude oar pursuit by taking refuge in one of these: 
and we accordingly learned a day or two afler, that they 
had returned to St. Pierre^s, the anchorage they had quitted 
the 'evening of our rencontre. In this affiiir we had three 
men killed and six wounded, out of our little crew. Our 
oppcment who snfiered considerably, turned out to be the Vic- 
tor, a French privateer, commanded by ^n officer of the Ma- 
rine Royale, well known on the station for his professional 
skill and ability ; to a force in number and weight of metal 
(eighteen-'pounders) much the same as our own they added a 
crew greatly superior, and farther re-inforced by a large 
body of regular troops which they were transporting to Gua- 
daloupe. 
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CHAWER IX. 

Dominica. Votcajwitos. Roseau. Perilous ntuation in 
a tmaU boat at sea. Scotf Head. Night enterprise and ad' 
venture on an enemy'' s island. Old MatCs Bay. Romans 
tic valley. Pearl Rock.*' Destruction of an enemy* s V6«- 
iel under the battery of the Pearl in open day Cap- 
ture several smaU craft. Neutrals^ vexations to which 
they were subjected. One of cur boats with petty officer 
ond crew cdplured. SL Jjucia, description of. Castries* 
The Pitons. Reported fate of three sailors in an attempt 
to scale them. 

Our station included with t'e neighborhood of Dominica the 

coasts of the adjacent islands of Martinico, Guadalonpe, and 

Mariagalante. The former ' constituted our head-quarters, and 

thither we frequently repaired to. replenish our water and 

ptocure a supply of fresh beef, vegetables, and other necessa- 
ries. 

This island lies about fifteen leagues N. N. W. of Marlini* 
CO, and nearly the same distance from Guadaloupe; its 
mean latitude is about 15^ 52^. north, and longitude 61<> 23'. 
^est. It is in length about twenty-nine miles, and in breadth 
sixteen, and is divided into ten districts or parishes; nearly 
the whole is a mass of lofty rugged mountains, some of 
which are unextinguished volcanoes which occasionally dis- 
charge sulphureous matted: between thefee intervene nu- 
inerons fertile valleys, in which are cultivated large quanti- 
ties of coffee, -that being tl^e principal produce of the island. 
At the foot of the mountaifis, near the margin of the bay of 
Prince Rupert, are several remarkable hot springs, and 
what the Spaniards call vdcancUos ; these are r^l voJea- 
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noes in miniatare. From several regalar cooeB of earth from 
three to five or six feet io height, jets of steam and sulphur- 
eous matter are coostaotly emitted. The heat in the in- 
terior of these, a few feet from iho margin of their craters, 
is sufficient to coagulate an egg. There is tolerable anchor- 
age in difierent bays rouod the island, but. no port where 
vessels may be efiectually sheltered. Roseau, in the south- 
west quarter,is the principal town : in 1781 it sustained con- 
siderable injury by fire ; since which it has never recover- 
ed its former prosperity. At present its dirty dilapidated 
store-houses skirting the margin of the bay, the grass grow- 
ing in the streets, the silence, tnd apparent depopulation, 
give a depressing appearance of gloom and desolation to 
this extensive town, which reminds ono of the deserted city 
of the Arabian Nights Portsmouth is situated on the mar- 
gin of Prince Rupert's Bay, at the north-west extremity of 
the island : it is an inconsiderable place, possessing the same 
solitary deserted features as the former town. This island 
was taken in 1778 by the Marquis de^Boul]e, but was re- 
stored at the peace of 1763, since which il has remained in 
our hands. The population consists of 1600 whites, 2900 
persons of colouri many of whom are of French extraction, 
and 22,000 negro slaves. 

About this time our operations were directed niore particu- 
larly to the coasts of Martinico, from Xb» opportunities which 
offered of intercepting or annoying the enemy's colonial 
trade. The north and western shores of this island, the lat- 
ter more especially, (a peculiarity common to the whole of 
these islands,) are so bold, that vessels of considerable bur- 
then uiay generally navigate within pistol-shot of them with- 
out the least danger. Of this facility the enemy's coas- 
ters availed themselves to kec^ out of jthe reach of our 
cruisers; hugging the shore* and keeping close under the- 
protection of the chain of batteries that lined the cliSEa, in 
such a manner as to aflford security from any attack except 
by boat& In the early- part of the cruise an attempt wai 
made by sending in one of our boats, With the oommand of ' 
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wbicb r was entrusted, to ioterceiit some of these coaeten.— 
Whether or not the appearance of oar veaael bad excited 
suspicion I cannot determine, but the etiterprise was unsuc* 
cessfal;- and aller remaining in shore all night, to my sur* 
prise, when day-light dawned the Iblbwiog morniog, and we 
were preparing, wearied and disappointed, to return on board 
the brig, which, according to arrangement, we expected to 
see near the spot where we bad left her the preceding eve- 
ning, some two or three miles in the offing, she was not any 
where to be perceived. At this time we were off the north- 
east coast of Martin ico, in the -open sea, in a small cutter fif- 
teen feet by four and a half, crowded with six or eight sea* 
men and two or three. marines, with a scanty supply of bis- 
cuit and water, and nearly twenty leagues from the nearest 
friendly port, Roseau. To reach this it was necessary to 
traverse, the intervening channel, through which there is al« 
ways, a strong lee current setting, and often a heavy sea.^- 
This was a matter of no small difficulty with the prevailing 
trade wind, hanging, as it frequently does, a little northerly, 
to say nothing of the chances of capture by the enemy, now 
that the brig was out of the way. However, there was 
no time to be lost; we therefor^ made sail, and after being 
well basted with the ocean brine, and roasted by a scorching 
EQQ, we reached the port of Scott's Head towards the evening. 
This is one of those remarkable rocks, those strong-holds c^ 
nature, with which we find the tropics so frequently stud* 
ded~a sort of miniature Gibraltar. It is some 200 feet in 
height, in the form of a ninepin, connected with the main 
land by a low narrow sandy isthmus of nearly half a mile 
in length, and but a few yards in breadth. This port is for- 
tified, having a*battery of several heavy guns on the summit, 
with barracks and quarters for its little garrison, consisting 
of a captain's guard. We were still five or six miles from 
Roseau ; but fiitigued as we inrere, and the evening closing 
in, 1 preferred remaining here for the night. Our reception 
on landing was such as generally charactciises the frank hos- 
pitality of the 'sister service, and, indeed, every class of so- 
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ciety abroad. Be it climate or mefe costom that orders 
these matters, certain it ia, there is an open-handed hospitali- 
tj, oftentimes degenerating into profusion amongf our coun- 
trymen in the colonies, both in the Eafet and West Indies, 
which is strangely contrasted with the tea and torn-out civi- 
lities and cold reception among similar classes in Europe. In 
the islands, the door is always hospitably open, and refresh- 
ments are always in readiness on the ample side-board ; in 
particular the large sangaree glass, containing a gallon or 
more of that refreshing beverage, or of porter cup, which is a 
greater ftvourite, is kept primed, and no invitation is neces- 
sfliry to entitle you to partake of it. Our present hosts, who 
appeared not a little surprised at our perilous adventure and 
voyage, vied with each other in their civilities. This was 
one of those sudden vicissitudes from toil, peril, and priva- 
tion, to ease, security, and superfluity, which it is so pecu- 
liarly the lot of sailors to essay: abd how delightful are 
those contrasts! to form an idea of them they must be expe- 
rienced. It is, I fancy, the excitements arising from these, 
which make whtft are ordinarily termed pleasures by the 
mass of untra veiled bipeds, appear to us sailors so *' weary, 
stale, flat, and unprofitable." The following morning we 
parted from our kind friends, and, proceeding on to Roseau 
the same day, rejoined the brig, which it seems had been 
induced to leave us thus at the mercy of the elements by 
the temptation to chase a suspicious-looking vessel, which 
they had fallen in with in the night 

Not long aHer this we availed ourselves of the co-operation 
of H. M . brig M ■ - , with which we joined company oflT the 
north end of Martinico, to make another similar attempt, 
but under better auspices. I'he commander of this vessel 
being well acquainted with 4he coast, and having put us in 
possession of certain local data, it was resolved to send in 
the boats of the two vessels the same night 

At the extreme nA>th-west point of the island there is an- 
other of those remarkable rocks, which I have just described. 
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the very coanterpart of ito neigbboar, ScoU*8 Head ; with tbii 
difference^ that the former is isolated and a little further from 
the main land. This rock is well known to our cruisers by 
the name of the Pearl fV>r some leagues to the eastward of 
this, the coast forms a line of dark perpendicular clifis, unbro- 
ken, except at a few points, where some deep valley or ravine 
diverging from the towering mountains of the interior to the 
sea, forms one or two sipall coyeaor indentations in t be shore, 
where- boats or droghers may take shelter secure from obser- 
vation. Among these was one of those singular nooks, occa- 
sionally to be met with among these volcanic islands, where 
nature sports in a thousand varied and wonderful forms,appar- 
ently marked out as the resort of the smuggler or the bucca- 
neer. This spot, known among our sailors by the name of 
Old Idan's Bay, was selected for our rendezvous. 

Towards midnight the launch and cutter of our companion 
well manned and armed, the former with a twelve-pounder 
carronade in her bow, the latter with a swivel, and both un- 
der the charge of a young officer, the acting master, having 
joined company alongside with one of ours, and the whole 
under my command, a little before midnight we pushed off to- 
gether. The weather being highly favourable for the under- 
taking, we reached our destination after a pull of about two 
hours, apparently without exciting the least suspicion or 
alarm, the oars being well muffled and a profound silence 
observed. 

When day-light appeared we found ourselves in a small 
cove, flanked to the eastward and westward by high craggy 
precipitous rocks, projecting far intu the sea, and forming the 
abrupt termination of two lofly ridges, whose steep sides were 
thickly covered with indigenous trees aujcl shrubs. These, ex- 
tending in a southerly direction, enclosed a romantic dell or 
valley, from which they seemed to cut off all communication 
with, and to intercept all view of, the neighbouring country 
and the sea, except .at the narrow entrance. One solitary 
habitation cheered the gloom of this sequestered spot ; this 
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Bat to return once more on board the St — , Thi8» late a 
French schooner privateer, was a well-built, handsome model 
of a craft, measuring about 150 tons; and had they let her 
alone, and allowed her to retain her original rig, with scHne 
partial change in her equipments, would have doubtless been 
an efficient one. But nothing short of the usual thorough met- 
amorphusis would satisfy. Our commander, though in other 
respects a shrewd, sensible man,' and 'a good c^cer, had 
imbibed the prevailing epidemic prejudice— " A brig, there- 
fore, she became, with masts, yards, and rigging so much out 
of all proportion, that after a very slight trial they were 
fain to reduce them all. The long eighteen-pounder amid 
ships, and some &ur or six guns of smaller calibre, her original 
armament, were exchanged for twelve eighteen-pounder car- 
ronades, and a long brass six-pounder. This equipment ren- 
dering necessary corresponding alteration in her top sides, the 
bulwarks were heightened. All this made her so crank and 
unsafe, that a little experience, at sea , rendered perfectly 
unnecessary the gift of jprophecy in foretelling the fete which 
in the sequel befel this unlucky vessel. About eighteen 
months after hoisting the British Pennant, she upset in a squall 
off the Virgin Islands, while convoying the packet, and, with 
the exception of three individuals, all on board perished ; thus 
adding another to the melancholy instances already enumer- 
ated of vessels and crews sacrificed to a false taste, and defi- 
ciency of professional judgment. So constantly from the first 
did I contemplate the certainty of such an occurrence, that, 
not long after getting to sea, I had prepared a mepooir on the 
subject, with the, intention of submitting my views to my com- 
mander ; but subsequent considerations determined me to 
withhold the communication, and I contented myself with seiz- 
ing every favourable opportunity of ^stating my opinions ver- 
bally. Daily in expectation of some catastrophe, how often, 
when awoke in the night by the heavy lurches of this vessel 
on her beam-ends, settling for a few seconds, as if unable to 
rise again, have 1, springing out of my cot to be ready for a 
swim, found footing against the side instead of the deck ; 
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So notoriously unsafe were some of these craft considered 
throughout the squadron, that it was not unusual to distin- 
guish them by the significant and appropriate name of cof> 

fina 

The events which marked the very a»nmencement of oar 
first essay at sea in the new St—, were as signally inaus- 
picious as those of my first cruise in the old one were singu- 
larly fortunate. I am not aware that we either sailed on a 
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Friday ; that we wiliully or unpremeditatedly committed the 
ominous sacrifice of a cat, or any of the prolific family of 
Mother Carey ; or that we reckoned amongst us either a Jo- 
nas, a parson, or a corpse. Be this, however, as it may, the 
Fates seemed from first to last to set their mark on our de- 
voted vessel. If, as the poet says, ** there is a tide in the 
afliiirs of men/* &c. ours was throughout a galloping ebb ; 
nothing seemed to go right ; the whole was a melancholy cat- 
alogue of accidents and cutastrophes to the last fatal one at 
the end of the chapter. But to the fiicts. We had only 
quitted English Harbour a few hours on our first cruise, when, 
ere we were properly in fighting or sea^going trim, while 
working up to our station to windward, off the Island of 
Dominica, on the night of the third of February, we fell in 
with a strange sail. About one a. m. I was aroused from my 
cot, having only left the deck at the end of the first watch 
half an hour before, by the hollow and unwelcome mutter of 
the drum beating to quarters ; by no means at all times " the 
sweetest music to the ear,'* as those, even most partial to mar- 
tial sounds can testify. In fact every thing has its season — 
On getting on deck, I found every one busy at the guns, or in 
making sail in chase of a stranger to the northward, scarcely 
perceptible at intervals through the dim obscure. Our rela- 
tive position' altowed us to keep a point or two off the wind 
on the starboard tack: and such was the rapidity with which 
we gained on her, evidently making no efiTort to elude us, 
that with her paying no attention to our night signals, and 
some other circumstances, soon brought us to the conclusion 

H 



182 SSRTICfi AFLOAT. 

Apparently at the suggeetion of some of these oar hero affect- 
ed to consider himself as acting independently in the com- 
mand of his own boats; and he denied my right of interfer- 
ence or dictation— 4hu8 thwarting my views and gradually 
throwing off all restraint, and acting in open opposition. 

The first overt act of this nature was exhibited by his prc- 

^ maturely insisting, contrary to my wishes and remonstraDces, 

i, on manning one of the canoes, and pulling outside the cove 

i in the face of the forts, for the purpose, as he^ pretended, of 

reconnoitring, the necessity of which was superseded by the 

\ superior opportunity of making our observations from the sum- 

' mits of the rocks flanking the boy.— The only way in which 

this puerile freak could be prevented, was by placing the 

officer under arrest. But besides that the dispositions evinced 

by his boats' crews (which were double in number to my own 

and in a state of excitement and intoxication,) madejthe issue 

' of such a step doubtful, there was still a chance that the act 

I might, with prudent management, escape observation. This, 

and the indefinite nature of our respective instructions, made 

me unwilling to [M'ecipitate a measure which, as it would cer- 

Uinly have been resisted, mights have been attended by 

fatal consequences. 

If 

My anticipations were but too well justified by the event. 
The movement of the canoe, in which the party were but in* 
differently disguised, soon excited suspicion, ibis was im- 
mediately apparent by the communication by signals between 
the forts ; and to put the thing beyond aU doubt, a fine 
schooner, coming down before the wind, which must in a 
few minutes inevitably have been ours, apprized of her dan- 
ger, suddenly rounded to, and came to anchor close under 
the battery, about a gun shot to windward. 

The object of the enterprise being thus evidently frustrat- 
ed, and every minute's further delay being as useless asit was 
pregnant with danger, it behoved us to look to ourselves, 
and beat our retreat in good time : so, stating my intentions 



to mj worthy colleague. I set tboot making prepaiationa 6r 
our departure. It was then that a BcenerfortoiiateJy for the 
boDour of the service but of rai« occurrence, waa dkplayed 
of a nature so extraordinary, as to awaken saspieion that 
eomethmg more was intended than met the eye; that, in fkbt 
the whole was the resulf of a deep-laid pUn to escape from 
a man-of-war, by falling into the' hands of the enemy. From 
the natural recklessness of seamen in general, and their deep- 
rooted prejodices against a king's ship, particuhirly in some 
of our smaller vessels at (hat period, this seems not at aU im- 
probable, for ibe risk from desertion was too great, and that of 
going over to the enemy involved consequences too fatal to 
encourage tf,e attempt Still, there is no doubt that, during 
the war, thousands of our seamen would have hailed with 
pleasure the exchange from their ship to an enemy's prison. 
I oouW here enlarge very copiously on the subject of thia 
feeling, its causes, and its probable effects in some future 
struggle ; but as reasoning is not narraUve, I shall confine 
myself to the simple observation, that the fact of this deep Re- 
pugnance to the service, which no individual conversant with 
the British navy can deny, shows that there must be some- 
thing radically deficient in parte of our marine system, wWch 
those who preside over it would do well to look to in time. 

About noon, and afler having marked ray opinion of the 
causes of our failure, and the unavoidable necessity for mak- 
ing known all the facts on my return, I prepared for our de- 
parture, in order to avoid the attack which we had momentari- 
ly reason to apprehend : on this intimation I was given to un- 
derstand, without any reason assigned for further delay, that 
1 should not go until he thought it proper, and that aily attempt 
to part company would be prevented ! 

Paying not the slightest attention to what I conceived were 
idle threats, I forthwith collected my men, and was proceeding 
to weigh our grapnel and make sail, when we were summon- 
ed, on our peril, to desist. At this moment all was anarchy 
and confusion among oar opponents, the greater part of whom 

12 
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were now also embarked. All eubordinatipn seemed at an end. 
The most oatrageous threats were accompanied with gestares 
equally menacing. The launch's carronade within half pistol 
afaot loaded with grape was pointed at us, the men levelled 
their muskets, and at length, perceiving that this did not sus- 
pend our movement, a partial volley was actually discharged, 
hut fortunately without effect. With such an earnest of their 
intentions, I thought it prudent to pause an instant, and try 
the effect of remonstrance. Having pulled alongside the 
launch, at no small risk, I placed myself among the mutin- 
eers, and endeavoured to point out to them the serious res- 
ponsibility they had incurred, and all the consequences of their 
conduct I was astonished at the effects of this appeal. In- 
stead of being tossed overboard, or suffering some violence of 
act or language, which, from the general state of excite- 
ment, i had no slight reason to apprehend, the submissive 
and silent mutineers seemed in the interval of a few min- 
utes to have undergone a total revulsion of feeling ; and the 
infatuated young officer, who so lately seemed totally reckless 
of future consequences, suddenly, as if awakened to a sense of 
equivocal position, sank to the most abject humiliation ; and in 
a transition, as singular as unexpected, the tone of menace 
gave way to that of the most earnest entreaty, and he actual- 
ly fell on his knees to implore my forbearance. But, however 
my feelings might have dictated, matters had gone too far to 
leave it in my power to hesitate, though I was far from 
foreseeing that the necessary disclosure of his conduct would^ 
have entailed on the unfortunate delinquent the heavy pun- 
ishment which followed. The offence admitted of some pal- 
liation on the score of age and his inexperience in the ser 
vice, the officer being a mere boy. However, in addition to his 
bemg degraded from the temporary rank which he had hither- 
to filled as master, he was turned before the mast, and under- 
went the ignominy of a severe corporal punishment on the 
gangway. 

On the 7th of March we detained the American schooner 
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Richard, which, with the Federal Jack a few days after, and 
the acbooner Pat, from Gaadaloupe, and aloop inddatiy, were 
shortly aAer sent into port for adjudication. I have before 
stated the frequent rencontre with, and the detention of neu- 
tral vessels, principally Americana These constituted an un- 
remitted source of active occupation and exertion. The ves- 
sels of the latter covered the seas, and wherever a vessel 
floated, the ** saucy^^ stripes were to be seen flying. Besides 
the ordinary trade with our colonies under this flag, a forced 
one was carried on to a great extent, principally with St Do> 
inin^o,in fast-sailing vessels, built or selected for the occasion. 
The Americans being moreover the principal carriers for all 
the nations of the old world with which we were at war, the 
simple examination of their papers was insufficient to detect 
the manoeuvres had recourse to to defeat our vigilance, and 
it was frequently found expedient to send them into some 
port for further scrutiny. Loud and bitter were the com- 
plaints of honest Jonathan at these frequent detentions, and 
at the inconvenience and annoyance to which the caprice of 
certain individuals, who made an unworthy use of their little 
brief authority, subjected them. These occasions would oflen 
give rise to scenes partaking highly of the ludicrous, when the 
trader, impatient of having his voyage delayed, with a nat- 
ural but dogged obstinacy, would disregard the summons, 
when desired to hoist out his boat and repair on board with 
his papers, a requisition not at all times either safe or agreea- 
ble in a heavy sea and blowing hard. A colloquy would en-, 
sue through the speaking trumpets; the master, on his side, 
in the broad nasal twang, and phraseology of the genuine pro- 
vincial Yankee from the back settlements, pleading ill-health, 
or the leakinessof his boat as an excuse to avoid the ducking, 
until the whizzing of a shot or two over his decks would, 
like magic, at once restore him to perfect health and alacri- 
ty. All this was sufficiently vexatious ; and to it and other 
less excusable instances of abuse of authority, magnified into 
outrage and iusult, may be traced much of the acrimonious 
feeling which fomented, and the rancorous hostility which 



caiaracterifled the late Ameiican war. Ip fact I have not 
the least doubt that the deep-rooted prejudice against the 
fiDgliab govemmeDt and people, which was at that time so 
general throughout America, had its origin much less in oar 
obnoxious maritime laws than in the ungracious and arro- 
gant manner in which, to my own knowledge, those laws 
were enforced ; so greatly may the caprice or folly of a few 
unreflecting or ignorant individuals influence the deslinies of 
empires. 

The St. Domingo forced traders were beautiful vessels, ge- 
nerally schooners, of the Virginia pilot-boat build, all fast sail- 
ers, and some of them armed and of cousid^rable force. Of 
these, at different times, we captured several ; among the rest 

while in the N ^ the ship 6 , of between five and six 

hundred tons, frigate-built, and mounting thirty guns. They 
were generally seot into Tortola, — a name of evil, omen to 
the Americans, among whom, on account of the supposed law- 
less and summary method of disposing of neutrals, it was de- 
signated and known by the name of '' little Algiers.'* Near- 
ly the whole of the above vessels, although their papers were 
satisfactory^ and it might have been occasionally difficult to 
have proved any infringement of our Orders in Council, were, 
in order to avoid the delay incident to a process, satisfied to 
compromise matters by paying a ransom, after which they 
were permitted to resume their voyage. 



\ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Deserted vessel. Unfortunate enterprise. Boats surprised 
and captured in a second attempt at Old Man^s Bay. — 
Crews wounded and made prisoners. Narrow Escape, 
Flag of Truce. ViUaret Joyeuse. Interview with cap- 
tives. General Joyeuse. Perilous situation and provu 
dential escape of a watering party. Join the W 
shop of war. Ludicrous scene. 

On the 28th of April, being well in-shore a few leagues to 
the eastward of the Pearl, observing a small coasting vessel 
running down before the wind for St Pierre's, the catter 
and jolly-boat were dispatched under my command to at- 
tempt to cut her off from the land. We started about two 
p. M., and, in spite of the fire of a battery on the cliffir, sud 
ceeded — though she hugged the shore within pistol-shot — in 
intercepting her. The enemy, perceiving that the only al- 
ternative left them was running on shore or falling into our 
hands, rounded to, just as we had got within musket-shot, 
and striking on a ledge of rocks over which a heavy swell 
was setting, she went to pieces in a few minutes, the crew 
escaping to the shore. So instantaneous had been her de- 
struction that, when we reached the spot, we found the 
whole vessel broken up into small fragments, planks, beami^ 
and timbers, floating in every direction, — so that the only part 
of her left uninjured was the rudder, which we towed on 
board as a trophy. 

On the night of the 23rd of June, we were rather more for- 
tunate ; the boats being sent in-shore, to leeward, between 
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StPierre't and Martinioo, and succeed tog io capturing a 
•chooner and two gabar?, laden with colonial prodoee. But 
even here our aucceas waa alloyed by a disaater which befell 
one of our own boats, the crew of which, under the command 
of a peity officer, having imprudently landed, fell into an am- 
buah, and in an inefiectual endeavour to escape, two or 
three of them were wounded. The prizes were sent into St. 
Lucia ; an ialand which, from its contiguity to the scene of 
our operations, we frequently visited. 

St. Lucia, (so called from its discovery by Columbus on 
that saint's day) is about twenty one miles south-west of Mar- 
tmico, and twenty north-east of St Vincent It is about twen- 
ty-eix miles in length, and twelve or thirteen broad. The 
latitude of the chief, and indeed only town, Castries, is 13^ 
57' north, and longitude 61° 7' west The general features 
of this island differ essentially from those of the neighbouring 
islands ; so much so, as to constitute a very striking pecu- 
liarity. Instead of the bold and comparatively regular out- 
line which characterises the dense clustering masses of the 
latter, those of St Lucia are sharp, angular, abrupt, and loss 
lofty, and broken into craggy pyramids, naked rocks, and pre- 
cipices; exhibiting numerous traces of the activity of subter- 
ranean fires, visible in the existence of craters, hot springs, 
and other volcanic indications. At the foot of these, are 
numerous fine valleys, with a luxuriant soil, and well water- 
ed ; but the finest quarter is the south-west, which is well 
cultivated and thickly inhabited. This island was formerly 
reputed unhealthy, but it is now considered much less sa 
The thick woods which cover the hills, from their elevation 
and disposition, permit a freer circulation of the refreshing 
sea-breezes than in most otiier islands ; they have also been 
thinned, and the stagnant waters in many places drained. — 
About the middle of the west side is a spacious harbour, 
which is so sheltered, the depth of the water so great, and the 
anchorage so good, that the largest ships may lie in safety in 
al weathers. It possesses, moreover, another great recom- 
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mendctiiMi, in its e^eellent natuvml ctreeaing places, ti which 
the largest ships may be hove down. The entrance, faowev- 
er, beiog extremely narrcw, is not fiivoorable to the rapid 
evdotionB and raanceuvtesofa fleet<^men-of-war. .Strange 
to 8ay« with all its advantages, this island has been little fire- 
qaented by <Hir ships, since the time of Rodney. From this 
circamstance, and the little trade enjoyed by it, the town, 
which lies at the head of this harbour, called Careenage, 
had, at the period now referred to, a deserted, desolate, and 
melancholy appearance. It has sabseqnently (in 1814) been 
destroyed by fire. Off the sooth- west end of the isltnd are two 
very remarkable rocks called the Sugar- Loaves; by the 
French, Pitcna. These lofly cones, which are covered from 
their pinnacles to their base by an evergreen foliage and 
the most' Inxariant vegetation, are said to be inaccessible. 
A story is current of tiiree sailors who perished in sn attempt 
to scale them. One only reached the summit ; and be sur- 
vived only long enough to plant his flag on the pinnacle, when 
he suddenly dropt down dead, as supposed, from the insidi- 
OQs effects of the bites of the venomous reptiles, with which 
the thick wood that covers these singular rocks and the for- 
ests of the island, abounds. 

St Lucia is divided into nine parishes ; these communicate 
by a high road, which runs round the island. 

At day-light on the 14th of July, in the midst of a heavy 
gale, a vessel was descried to leeward in the horizon under 
hare poles, and we bore up to examine her. The circum- 
stance ot her showing no canvass was sufficiently extraor- 
dinary ; but as we approached, our curiosity was still more ex- 
cited, when on reconnoitering her with the telescope, no signs 
of life or animation could be perceived onr board. On reach- 
ing and boarding her, we found her a remarkably fine schoon- 
er, pierced for fourteen guns, but without a living creature 
on board, save a cat and two or three fat porkers, whose 
condition was sufficient evidence that she had not long been 
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deserted by her crew. No papers, nor an j thing which could 
serve as a clue to the further elucidation of this singular cir- 
cumstance, were found on boatd; but, on taking her into 
port, she turned out to be the English privateer, Patty Pistol, 
which, from apprehensions of a hurricane, had been strange- 
ly deserted by the few men who had charge of her while 
lying in Roseau Bay, and had subsequently been blown out to 
sea in the late gale. For this vesselwe received a handsome 
salvage. 

Although the enterprise in Old Man's Bay failed, as I have 
shewn in the preceding pages, through the folly of an individ- 
ual, enough bad been learnt, in addition to the experience 
gained of the localities on that occasion, not only to show the 
feasibility of a similar enterprise in the same quarter, on 
some other occasion, but to promise a more successful issue. 
Not long afler, on the 29th of June, his Majesty's brig £ — 
having joined company, we availed ourselves of the opportu- 
nity of her co-operation to make another experiment, and I 
was ouce more entrusted with the execution of this service. 
This was no sooner made known, than the usual bustle and 
stir of preparation peculiar to these enterprises 'prevailed 
throughout the two vessels. Critical as this service invaria- 
bly is, more so indeed than any other, no event on board a 
man-of-war occasions so much excitement and alacrity. — 
Volunteers are never wantir.g, The recklessness peculiar 
to sailorsjis never more apparent than on these occasions; 
they constitute an era in the monotonous uniformity of rou- 
tine on board ; and though to many they present the threshold 
of a serious change of existence, they give rise to all the 
animation and festive gaiety of a gala day. On one hand are 
to be seen the coxswains of the boats with their crews^ busily 
on the move, clearing out the ooats on the booms, filling 
the breakers, and muffling the oars ; there the gunner's crew 
renewing the flints in small-arms and overhauling the car- 
touch-boxes, while in the waist a few individuals at the grind- 
stone are giving the finishing touch to their cuUasseg, and 
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psnug mftoy • rude joke at the intended loflferer, little 
<3reeiDiiig liow the laugh in a few thoit boon may be againet 
themaelvefl. 

I know not bow it happened, but» contrary to the dictates of 
that oaation which, the occasion demanded, (on account of 
the enemy being put on the alert by the memory of our re- 
cent visit to their shores,) and with that want of judgment or 
in&tnalion, so often the fore-runner and the cause ol fatalit- 
ies, no means were used to conceal our intention fnm the 
enemy. On the contrary, every thing, though tacitly, as un- 
equivocally announced our object, as could have been done 
by the herald's trumpet Not only were the two vessels 
either hove-to, or standing off and on in close communication 
in the offing, — ^but, long before dark, in full view of the 
enemy's posts, the boats were hoisted out, and assembled 
alongside. It was between four and five p. M^ when these 
latter being all prepared, manned, and only waiting my ap- 
pearance to depart,— on taking a final glance at the little 
flotilla, to see that nothing was deficient, I perceived that the 
crew in the cotter immediately under my orders had been 
changed, and, in lieu of some of the choice men of the ship's 
company, others from the waist and afler-guard, some of whom 
could scarcely pull an oar, had been substituted. Being an- 
noyed at this arrangement, and the more so as it had ungra- 
ciously been made without my knowledge, and convinced by 
experience how much the success of the undertaking depend- 
ed on this part of the arrangements, I took the liberty of 
remonstrating with my commander on the occasion ; plead- 
ing hard to have things restored to the Btatus in quo* My 
request, hoWever, not only met with a flat refusal, but I re- 
ceived a reprimand for my importunity, and was ordered 
forthwith to depart In obedience to this, t was reluctantly 
stepping over the gangway, when a parting plaint, in a key 
somewhat too high, wrung from not very complacent feel- 
ings, escaped me, which, being overheard, occasioned my be- 
ing summoned once more on the quarter-deck. An ezplan- 
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fttioB here enraed, which, as the rigid diBci^ine of the aerv- 
iee, right or wrong, EeUoiii toterates eocpoBtaktioii or oom- 
pUint, ended in my being soperoeded in my charge by anoth- 
er officer. The expedition departeds and not one of the party 
retamed. — ^It aeeois they bad reached their destination in the 
cove, the scene of oar former adventure, — ^where haying land- 
ed as before, and while in full eecority they allowed them- 
selves to be surprised by a body of troops, and, in the inefibc- 
toal attempt to regain the boats, several were wounded, and 
the whole made prisoners. 

** Misfortunes seldom come alone,*^ and the tmth as well as 
origin of this old adage was very near receiving a fatal illus- 
tration, by an accident of a serious nature, arising out of the 
late disaster. Except a small gig, the private property of the 
commander, this untoward event had left us destitute of boats 
so that it became necessary to repair to English Hairbour for 
a supply. In our way thither, calling in at Roseau, the oppor- 
tunity was seized while standing off and on in the bay, to 
complete our water, for which purpose a large canoe was 
borrowed from the town. The weather was squally and tem- 
pestuous, and so thick from an occasional drizzling rain, that 
it was only at intervals we could get a sight of the shore, or 
even objects at a few paces distance. The canoe had already 
made one or two trips, and was returning between three and 
four P.M., with a large rafl of butts in tow, besides being im- 
prudently filled with small casks, on| which were seated the 
watering party and the rowers, consisting of some ten or 
twelve individuals. Thus over-loaded, and top-heavy, she had 
no sooner got into the swell, at the distance of a mile and a 
half from the shore, than she swamped and in an instant 
turned bottom upwards, leaving the crew struggling in the 
water, and the casks floating about in all directions. The 
accident occurred at not more than two cables' lengths from 
the vessel ; but all our eadeavours to afford the party succour, 
proved at first unavailing. 

The gig was on shore, and the only means remaining to us 
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was by occasioDallv tacking, passing as near as the weather 
would permit, and throwing ihem ropes. But the vessel 
drifted so rapidly to leeward^ that these attempts proved 
useless. Once or twice an individual endeavoured to convey 
a rope to the rati by swimming ; but this attempt also failed. 
While exhausting our ingenuity by all manner of expedients, 
and making short tacks in order to keep them in view, we 
continued to fire guns, and make the usual fog signals for 
assistance, anxiously looking out, and expecting to see the 
appeal answered from the bhore. The night, however, closed 
in, without any boat coming to our aid. In this desperate 
sitaation did these poor fellows continue clinging to the boat 
and the raft for upwards of two hours, until the darkness, de- 
priving them of the last ray of hope as well as light, hid them 
from our view, and I began'to despair of their safety. At 
length, however, the harbour-master's boat arrived, and soon 
after another ; and the whole were finally rescued from im- 
pending destruction. 

On resuming our station off Martinico, an opportunity was 
taken of. sending in a supply of cash (arrears of prize-money 
in the hands of the commander) and their clothes to the cap- 
tives in Fort-Royal. For this purpose,! was made the bearer 
of a flag of truce, with instructions to inquire into, and ameli- 
orate as much as possible, the condition of these unfortunate 
men. On arriving near the town, it at first appeared doubt- 
ful whether I should be permitted to land. At the distance 
of a cable's length from the beach our progress was arrested 
by the captain of the port, or harbour master, a mighty conse- 
quential personage, in a large boat, rowed by six or eight men 
who, with all the abruptness and assumed importance of the 
official understrapper, and with a caution truly oriental,after a 
minute examination as to the object of our mission, gave us 
to understand we must lay off; he then pulled on shore. At 
length, after some time, the same individual returned, bring- 
ing permission for myself alone to land, the boat's crew being 
compelled to lay off on their oars. At the landing-place I 
was received by two or three naval and military officers, who 
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conducted me through one of tlioae beautiful eeplaiiade» shaded 
by a double row of treca, so much the ornam^Dt of French 
towns, to the Government bouse, which was situated in the 
north-east angle of the town. Here I was received by a num- 
erous household, and part of the governor's fiimily, and with 
all the politeness and urbanity which diaracterise this peo- 
ple. After partaking of an elegant dejevner a la fourchetie, 
which, from the profusion of viands, fruits, &c., might, in 
the eye of an English gourmand unaccustomed to these sub- 
stantial breakouts, have well passed for a dinner, I was in- 
troduced to theCaptain-Creneral, Villaret Joyeuse, celebrated 
as the unsuccessful opponent of Earl Howe, in the mem- 
orable battle of the first of June, 1796. This oflScer was a 
handsome-looking man, apparently not more than fifljr years 
of age, and, in address and person, more resembling an Eng- 
lish than a French gentleman. He was in this respect remark- 
ably contrasted with his brother. General Joyeuse, of the ar- 
tillery,— whose traits, dark, tall, and spare, with all the bust- 
lino" politeness and vivacity of his countrymen, were esaen- 
tially natfonal. From the latter officer, who insisted on my 
visiting his private residence,! received much flattering atten- 
tion. 

My request to see our men was acceded to with some re- 
luctance; and! was sorry to find they werje subjected to the 
most rigid restraint It seems that more than one attempt 
had already been made by them to escape ; and so disorderly 
and outrageous had been the conduct of one or two individu- 
als, as related to me by some of the officers of the household 
while at breakfast, as to induce a temporary coercion. The 
appearance of these poor fellows but too much cofncided with 
the account which they now gave me of their rigorous treat- 
ment. The spokesman, on this occasion was a fine manly- 
looking young Irishman, a boatswain's mate,^-the principal 
leader, I had reason to believe, in the late disturbances ; and 
the interview gave rise to a droll scene. On being brought 
into one of the lower apartments of the Grovernment house 
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with his brother captives, he no sooner got a sight of me than 
be gave way to his feelings, with a lacrymoee energy lodi> 
crously contrasted with bis appearance, which bespoke little 
of the sentimental or pathetic. He concluded, however, in a 
tone of bitter invective, and in the key he nsoally mnployed 
in turning up the hands: this made the hall re-echo again, 
and set at nought all forms and ceremonies ; and when tlM 
flowers of his rhetoric, by no means chosen, fidled him, be was 
occasionally helped out by his brother tars in full chorus. 

Little of interest occurred during the remainder of oar 
cruise, at the end of wbich we repaired to English Harbour to 
refit Here we found lying the fine French corvette, L o , 
prize to one of our frigates. This vessel had been just com- 
miflsioned in our service by the name of £ — ; and, as she 
wanted a master, with the consent of my commander, who 
exerted himself in forwarding my views, I availed myself of 
the opportunity wbich her superior rate gave of pay and ad- 
vancement, to join her, and received fbrthwith an appointment 
from the commander-in-chief accordingly. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

lAfe on board ship^ its pleasures and its pains, lUustrO' 

tions. Description of the W . Her first cruise. A 

Tartar ; her exploits. Capture of a French lugger. — 
Rencontre with La — French frigate ; desperate engage- 
ment withj and consequent capture. Cannonade and de- 
struction of the battery of Port Louis. Narrow escape in 
blowing up the Magazine. Cutting out enterprise at the 
north end of Chuadaloupe. 

Life on board ship has been defined by Dr. Johnson as no 
better than " imprisonment with the chance of drowning :^' 
but, however this may apply to particular cases, a little 
practical experience, or, as Jack would say, a short spell, on 
board a man-of-war to finish his education, would have, shown 
the numerous exceptions to this rule, and obliged the cynical 
moralist to qualify his sweeping assertion by admissions less 
derogatory to nautical existence. With all its discomforUs, 
here is not only much that is agreeable, but for the^'young and 
enterprising it possesses charms of a nature that those only 
who have essayed them can appreciate. Who that has rang- 
ed the trackless paths of ocean in some crack cruising fri- 
gate the mind bent on actions of high emprise, dashing on io 
pursuit of an enemy, or with the objects er conclusion of a 
cruise or voyage before him^, but has felt 

*"The ezttlting sense, the pulse^a madd'aing play," 
And who but has found there an enviable home, in which 
the restraints of even a Spartan discipline are tempered by 
moderation and reasonable indulgence, and by messmates 
among wbcm a fraternal unanimity prevails? To all bat 
the imbecile, habit soon renders tolerable the most trying of 
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those physical inconveniences incident to the struggle with 
the elements ; and in the ever renewed excitement of vicis- 
Bitudes arid endless novelties, the elasticity of youtli forgets, 
or defies perils and hardships. 

Besides which, as the old song has it, 

" If we' ve perils at ^ea, hoya ; we've pleasure on abote.* 

What, class of men cling more pertinaciously to their profes- 
sioi> than the hardy sailor, whose whole life at sea is a 
continueil struggle with danger and privation 1 On the other 
hand, looking only to its exceptions, — as in the case of many 
an unfortunaCe wight, without patron or borough interest, 
lolling hopelessly on to the end of the chapter, — it is doubt- 
lessly an up-hill,, an iron service; still more it is so when 
some vain man, 

''Cloth'd with a little brief authorii7. 

Plays his faniastic tricks before high Heaven." 

and makes not only " the angels weep,'' but all under him 
groan beneath his tyrannous sway. It is then the similitude 
of" hell afloat" conveys but an imperfect idea of " life at s^." 
When discord prevails among a ship's company, or among 
the individuals of a mess, it is much the same. One bad 
Bubject — like the diseased animal of a flock contaminating 
the whole — will set the little community in confusioiL— 
In such a state of things adieu to peace or comfort; it is then 
^e become truly sensible of the miseries of shipboard, and 
become sick of the sea — a malady as little to be endured as 
that scourge of lubbers, the sea sickness. In vain would we 
avoid the hated objects of our aversion ; there are no back 
ways, no means of seclusion to aflbrd a respite to the irri- 
tated feelings, hourly fed and re-animated by collision — ao 
time to compose or heal the wounded spirit. In the army 
where feuds are engendered, and discord prevails amongst 
individuals, this opportunity may always more or less be found. 
Amid the amusemonts of a garrison or town, the angry feel- 
ings subside ; time is alloyi^ed for the heated and morbid 
fancy to cool, and the interval, however short, is capable of 
allaying the mentaL storm, and bringing back union and 




cf the reaoca that kirks 
otcncr MzA pleas::^? aciress ccocealed ite mcBt dmngeroos 
^■ahtifii. A tecper cai!iTa.> insc.Lle and Tio!eiii v«s total- 
ly unredeeaied bj asj Tiitce of d.»pos.tjoo; and a mind on* 
caltt rated by edatit;oa, a£!Lrd€d neitiier the will nor the 
power to OQDtrol the herediUrj rices of his nature. This 
was 8D apparent* tLat voong even his ftiends his wilful- 
■eM^ his di&Bolate habits, and licentious ooDTersatioo, had 
•eqnired for him the name of hi\lj Hell-flames — a distinc- 
tioa which, with correspcDding omsisteDcy, he used to 
boMt o£ He was illiterate in the eztzeme,and deficient in 
all those superior branches of professional knowledge neces- 
mij ior an officer— (for he would hare found some difficulty 
m aolring the most simple problem in ndirigation,} — but, be- 
ing an active bustling young man, with a good stock of 
modest aaBUiance, backed by a redundancy of (hose floweiB 
of rhetoric so much in Tcgue in tbe pLrlicujsof the Seven Li- 
ala, he contrived to pass for a tolerably smart executive of- 
ficer. 

Our Captain, T , was one of those fortunate youths 

who are bom ^ with a silver spoon in their mouths," or, as 
Jack says, **come in at the cabin- windows instead of the 
hawse-holes.*' He was a weak though not naturally a bad- 
ly disposed man; and, whether from a similarity in certain 
points of character, or from the ready access which at all 
times he had to the cabin, P contrived to obtain so com- 
plete an ascendancy over the Captain, that, in fact, he might 
be said to possess the real rule on board, the other having the 
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nomiiial rale only. That this influenoe «boald not be weak* 
ened or divided bj too good an understanding between the 
captaii^ and his officers, every opportunity was taken of 
poisoning his ear by sinister reports and complaints ; finr P—-~ 
wasnot be bold and magnanimous enemy who, scorning |to 
take an undue advantage, generously gives note of prepa- 
ration for the stroke, but the insidious worker of mischief, 
whose blows, aimed in the dark, are difficult to parry. In 
this manner ,the harmony, which makes obedience a pleas- 
ure as well as a duty, and which, tor the prompt and efl^tn- 
al execution of the service essential in a King's ship, should 
always subsist between superiors and subordinates, was aoon 
suspended, and finally gave way to so complete an estrange- 
ment, that all communication^ except on service, formally 
ceased between the gun-room and cabin. Not long after 
getting to sea, the officers came to the resolution, in conse- 
quence of their unworthy treatment, to decline dining in the 
latter, and this was successfully carried into effect the same 
day. This schism led to a more hostile bearing and to ag- 
gression more, open and avowed. P — ^-in particular, having 
long since been cut by the vote of the mess, with all the en- 
ergy of a vindictive spirit, thirsting for revenge, and uncon- 
trolled by any law save that of expediency, availed himself 
of the thousand and one means which the routine (^duty pre- 
sents for annoyance, an^ when this led to a remonstrance fi'om 
the persecuted party, it was answered by an arrest In the 
army, the public eye, and the &ciJities of appeal against op- 
pression, operate as a wholesome check to that undue incli- 
nation to the abuse of authority to which humanity is more or 
less prone. But in cruising in isolated ships on remote sta- 
tions, the rare opportunities for this, and the very nature of 
the service, present but too maDy tempting occasions to trans- 
gress the bounds of moderation. 

The following are instances: — ^An officer of the mess, who 
was suspended from duty for some trifling cause, whilst in 
the capstan-house in the dock-yard at English Harbour, hav* 
iag left his cabin to join the mess dinner- table at the usual 
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l,OQr, p..-.. ordered the seotry imrtantly to ran bim throogh 
with hie beyooet ; and when the poor fellow hesitated to strike 
the order wv repeated, with heavy threats of ponishnSent if 
he refused to obey. That the officer was indebted solely to 
the forbearance of this good-hearted marine, was proved not 

long after, when P , with his own hand, inflicted so severe 

a wound with a similar weapon on one of the crew for not 
moving with sufficient celerity when ordered on some doty, 
tiiat| for a considerable time his recovery was douhtfuL On 
another occasion, while lying withfn hail of the watering- 
place at St L ^1 the commissioned officer in charge of 

the party on shore having delayed to send the boat off as eoon 
as desired, a musket was discharged among the party, the ball 
of which striking the ground at the feet of the officer, was 
picked up and brought on board ; and when he remonstrated 
against the outrage he was suspended from duty. Bat, it will 
be asked, is there no redress for these outrages ? I have alrea- 
dy shown that this was uncertain; moreover, it was well under- 
stood that an appeal to the judgment of a court-martial, under 
any circumstances, against a superior) besides the result being 
doubtful, is no recommendation to the powers that be, and as 
we were all acting officers, it was thought more prudent to 

** Bear wlih those iih we have, 

Tliaa fly to otbera tbac we know not of** 

It might have been imagined that propensities so sanguin- 
ary might have found full scope for indulgence in the ordinary 
course of service against the enemies of his country but those 
know very little of human nature who suppose that courage 
has any place among the qualities of a midd so constructed. 

Extensive alterations, which were essential to our equip- 
ment as a British man-of-war, (French vessels differing wide- 
ly, particularly in their interior arrangements, from our own,) 
detained us two or three days in English Harbour. When at 
length these were completed, we were very glad to change 
the stagnant vapoura of this insalubrious place for the pure and 
healthy ocean breeze. This, indeed, had now become absolute- 
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\y neeeanry^ as disease had already crepi in amonff the crew ; 
three or &ar men having already been carried off by fever. 

On the I9th of January, the problem bo interesting in a 
new ship on a first cruise, her sailing qualities, was solved to 
our satisfaction, in the chase and capture of the fast-sailing 
-French privateer La-Survcillante: this vessel was perfectly 
new, and, >ivhat might seem an odd coincidence, was also mak- 
ing her first essay, having quitted the port of Point Petre in 
which she was built, for the first and last time, but a few hours 
preTiously ta our falling in with her. 

During the same month another satisfactory trial in the 
chase and capture of the French lugger La Bonne Mere 
from Martinico to Bourdeauz, laden with cofice, tended still 
farther to confirm this favourable token- of our new vessel's 
fleetness; while her admirable qualities as an efiicient sea- 
going craft, fully bore out the claim to superiority of French 
naval architecture, at least in the mould, and construction of 
Tessele of this class. Although measuring between eighty 
and ninety tons less than our own largest class of brig sloops, 
with a greater height between decks, we stowed with ease 
fifteen tons more water than these, besides a proportionately 
greater quantity of provisions, stores, &c« 

Our station lay between Saba and St. Kitt*8. On the 8th of 
February, with the E— ^ — , a small ten-gun brig in company, 
while cruising off the latter island, that and the high land of 
Mount Misery being just perceptible to the northward, about 
9 p. M., a large ship was reported in the north-east, standing 
under all sail before the wind to the westward. The two ves- 
sels having made. sail, nearly close hauled on the starboard 
tack in pursuit, had approached her before sun-set sufficiently 
to ascertain her to be an enemy's first-class frigate ; and as 
the Junon^ the only ship of this description in these seas, 
blockaded in Basse-Terre Roads by the Latona, had, we knew 
been , long waiting a favourable opportunity to slip out, we 
readily conjectured this was she. Between seven and eight 
p. M., the stranger, having rounded Saba, hauled to the n6rth- 
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ward, 00 that oar respective lines of courBe^ (hitherto fbrm- 
vag nearly a rigbtFangle). had now brought us within ^"ve 
or six miles of her, and in her wake ; and by ten o'clock the 
Superieure, from having thrown the greater part of her gun 
overboard in a gale a few dajrs previonsly, which gave her the 
advantage in sailing, had reached within gun-shot. 

Although this was our relative situation during the remain- 
der of the night, the latter brig sometimes even nearer, and 
from time to time throwing up rockets, and making night sig- 
nals to draw the attention of any of our cruisers that might 
be in the vicinity, the enemy's ship, intent only on making 
the bedt of her way, took no notice of the annoyance. A little 
after day-break, however, the following morning, seeing the 
coast clear, she once or twice rounded to, and fired an in- 
effectual broadside. From this time, either by the sea-breeze 
freshening, or by the trimming and pressing on of sail of 
the chase, we found ourselves dropping astern ; but our con- 
sort was still able to keep her position and distance. — About 
noon, a strange ship was described from the mast-head in the 
south-east quarter under a press of sail. This turned out to 
be, as we had conjectured, the Latona, which, during a mo- 
mentary suspension of her surveillance had missed her charge 
from Basse-Terre Roadg, and was now in search of the fugi- 
tive. Having tacked and communicated by signal the route 
of the latter, we once more joined in the chase to the north- 
ward. By this time, about one p. m., on the 9th, the enemy's 
frigate, many leagues distant to the northward, had -cleared 
the Sombrero Passage, and was once more in the open sea, 
with ^every chance of escape. This advantage she retained 

untilthe 10th, the little K sticking close to her heels, 

and dogging her with a pertinacity highly creditable to her 
commander. About noon, however, on this day, her course 
w^ intercepted by the Horatio frigate, one of the Halifax 
cruisers, and the Driver sloop-of-war. Thus beset on all 
sides, as there was now no avoiding an action, the enemy in 
gallant style closed with the former, and in a sharply con- 
tested action,-— in which he evinced a skill and determina-> 
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tba wortliy of a more fbrtanate iamie, — by directing his firo» 
according to the French tactic, at the rigging and maata of 
hia <^>ponents, he soon effectually sQCceeded in disabling the 
Horatia But the other vessels were how at hand, and aboot 
3 p. It^ the Latona having ranged alongside, she struck. 
Never^did vessel, against sOch overwhelming odds, support 
more nobly the honour of her national flag ; and it waa not 
until she had no longer a mast standing, and one hundred and 
thirty of her crew were killed and wounded, that this wan 
reluctantly lowered. The Horatio, which bore the brunt of 
the action, and on board which the slaughter was proportion- 
ately gteat, as well as the Latona, which suffered but little* 
also did their duty. The same zeal was not so conspicuous in 
the Driver, which did not apparently close with the alacrity 
which might have been expected. The prize which from 
being laden with coffee, was a valuable one, having under- 
gone a refit at Halifax, was subsequently re-commissioned as 
a British man-of-war ; and what was somewhat singular, not 
long after, ^having fallen in with an enemy *s squadron, she 
sustained a similar encounter against the same odds, ia hich 
enifbd with the same effusion of blood, and the resumption of 
those colours which she had recently so unwillingly resigned. 

Id the month of May following, in company with the Hen- 
reaux sloop-of^war, our station having been exchanged for 
the coast of Guadaloupe, the different bays and harbours 
which sheltered the enemy's coasting and other trade be- 
came the principal object of our attention and enterprise. At 
the beginning of the month, off the north-west point of 
Grande Terre, perceivings vessel at anchor near the little 
town of Port I^uis, situated near the apex of the angle form- 
ed by the western shore of Grande Terre and the north end of 
Guadaloupe, an attack was determined on. At day-light the 
following morning, the two vessels having stood in for thean- 
chorage,and taken a position within pistol-shot of the town, 
opposite a battery which had opposed a galling fire to our ad- 
vance, a cannonade was commenced, which soon reduced the 
latter to silence. The boats were then manned to take posses- 
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Bion of the vessel, and to dismantle the battery; but be&re 
this could be effected, the former, which turned out to be only 
a small coaster, was in flames. Our landihg was, however, 
made g;ood without any opposition ; the enemy having evac- 
uated the fort, >^hich we took possession of, and Yery soon 
placed on the peace establishment. 

On this occaEJon I had the command of a boat from our 
vessel, and having takon upon myself the office of engineer, 
retaining only one man, while the remainder, with their bffi- 
cers, took shelter in some houses adjacent to the battery, I 
commenced my operations for giving the finishing stroke, in 
the final destruction of such of the works by the aid df gun- 
powder, as our limited tinie permitted. With this view, I 
carried a train of loose powder from the platform of the fort 
to the magazine. This standing a considerable di«t»nce in 
the rear of the former, and contiguously to some trees thick- 
ets, and houses, offered a tempting opportunity to an enter- 
prising enemy of securely and advantageously assailing us 
isolated as we frequently were, while thus busied. Having , 
sent my two assistants out of the way, I proceeded to apply 
the match ; but what was my astonishment, at the veryTn- 
stant of ignition, and when not a soul was^visible, at finding* 
myself assaikd, inihe midst of the dense smoke from the tr^n 
by a volley of what seem^sd grape-shot, apparently discharg- 
ed- at my very elbow, and whizzing past and brushing about 
me in all directions ! 

Before I had time to look about me er recover from the 
surprise of this unexpected salute, the mogazine, to w^hich 
ray train liad communicated with a rapidity not at all calcu- 
lated on, blew up with a tremendous explosion, affording me 
scarcely time to consult my own safety. 

In this dilemma, seeing I 'could not gain the shelter of the 
nearest houses, I instinctively rushed through an embrasure 
of the battery facing the sea, and, under the lee of the parapet 
and the small rocky eminence on which it wos situated, up to 
my neck in water, I awaited the coming storm. In a few se • 
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conds, the materials of the building projected an iromeDse 
height in the air» and descended in vast showers on all sides 
huge blocks of stone failing and dashing up the water into a 
perfect foam within a few feet in all directions around me. 

So completely had I contrived to^set myself in the very fo- 
cus of mischief, that it was really surprising how I escaped 
unscathed. 

The cause of my surprise, (which might well have been 
taken Tor an attack of an insidious enemy,) I now recollected 
was occasioned by a large quantity of rockets, which I had 
found in the magazine, and which, for the purpose of service 
or amusement, I had intended to take on board. These hav- 
ing been inadvertently deposited on the platform of the battery 
too near tiie tfain, caught fire, and produced the effect above 
stated. 

A few days afler, the J being in company, on recon- 
noitring the coast west of Bay Mahaut, we observed two 
large schooners apparently ready for sea, at anchor close in 
witk the shore, and under the protection of a battery, which 
was formidable from its position. An attack was immediately 
projected, but as4he intricacy of the navigation among the 
shoals and islets forming the anchorage precluded the possibili- 
ty, without a risk greatly disproportioned to the object in 
view, of getting near them with the three vessels, it was ne- 
cessary the attempt should be made with the boats, and that 
too in open day — such was the formidable nature of the local 
obstacles to such an undertaking. With this view, the ships 
haviifg anchored among the islands, about two leagues north 
of the scene of operations, the boats were hoisted out, manned 
and armed, under the chief command of the captain of the— -" 
myself having the care of a cutter from our vessel At ten 
A. M., we shoved off in excellent style, and advanced rapidly, 
in spite of the round and grape, which from the moment we 
arrived within the range of their guns were playing among 
US' On approaching the scene of action, the battery^ situa- 
ted on a craggy precipitous point of considerable height, ap- 
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pemring onassailable in fiont« it was proposed to Irnnd about 
half a mile to the east, where the ground seemed more fa- 
f oorable, and to attack it in the rear. Bat l^re again we 
were foiled. Being still within musket-shot distance, the 
oars stirring up the mud advertised us of tb& shallowness of 
the water, and the impracticability of reaching the shore is 
tiie faoe of the enemy, who, anticipating our intention, had 
assembled in considerable force, and had brought down one or 
two field-pieces to oppose our landing. In this dilemma it 
was necessary to pause, and during the few seconds of hesita- 
tion and deliberation, between the motives which urged to, 
and those which seemed to render it imperative to forego the 
attempt, the roni^ and grape were dancing am<xig the boats 
splashing the water in our fsices, and performing ducks and 
drakes in very ^etty style. Already one poor^oManie is 
our boat had his brains knocked out by a grape-shot stiiking 
him in the forehead, and one or two others were wounded, 
when the commanding officer, measuring the value ot the ob- 
ject by the price to be paid for it, prudently determined on a 
retreat ; which, under the same serious salnte^ was effected 
without farther h 
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CHAPTER XII 

Desertion of some of the crew. Rencontre with and desper* 
ate conflict at St. John's with one of them. Determined 
conduct. Cutting-out enterprise. Storming of the Movie. 
Volunteer as engineer. ^Whimsical occurrence. Jack 
among the time-keepers. Precocious treachery. Capture 

<f a brig and privateer schooner. Join the P of 74 

^ns, the flag^ship. Voyage to Halifax. Theatricals. 
Butt dances. A happy ship. Passing day. Court-mar^ 
(ii# 3» a sloop-of -war's crew for mutiny. Execution of 
a warrant vfficer and Jive men. Halifax. Noble hat hour. 
Theaire. Ball onboard. Hyperborean climate. The barber. 

In the month of December we repaired to English Harbour 
to refit On this occarion I had an adventure which had well 
DJgh proved a tragical oTie. Among the crew before the mast 
was one Jonathair WilliamP, a stout athletic fellow, measur- 
ing about six feet two in height, with an outline and propor- 
tions evincing corresponding muscular powers. This man, 

shortly after the commissioning of theE , had, in spfte of 

his plea of American citizenship, corroborated, as J believe, 
by a certificate of naturalization, been impressed from an Eng- 
lish merchant ship. This was an occurrence by no means 
rare; especially as the similarity of language and national 
traits between individuals of the two nations, lefl no leading 
marks whereby to discriminate between the two ; moreover, 
these priftections were easily counterfeited, and •therefore lit- 
tle regarded. - Indeed, the fact was notorious, that spurious 
documents (an ordinary article of trafiic aniong the crimps in 
the American sea-ports) could at any time be procured by 
oar seamen for a few dollars. A reasonable apology was thus 

14 
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oSbred for the freqaent repetition of an act which had no 
small share in exciting a hostile feeling against us in all parts 
of the Union, and which otherwise might ceiteinly have heen 
deemed indefensihle. In this instance, however, there were 
some coUatexul circumstances, which, witit the consi^ncyand 
energy characteristic of truth displayed i* his unCitkfising re- 
monstrances against the injustice of his detention, afforded a 
strong presumption favourable to Williams's claims. Some 
months having elapsed, and the little attention paid to his 
case affording but a faint prospect of emancipation, he deter- 
mined on desertion. Accordingly, seizing the opportunity 
while the vessel was alongside the wharf in English Harbour, 
he with two or three others effected his escape. The only 
channel by which they could finally leave the island being {2^ 
the merchant sbips in the harbour of St. Johns, distant rTbout 
twelve miles, it was naturally conjectured that theirfl^ht lay 
in that direction, and with a view to intercept thena Twa^tent 
round to that place. 

At the end of a week, spent in fruitless enquiries and vain 
attempts to trace them, I was on the eve of returning from 
my unsuccessful mission, when accident effected that which 
my endeavours had failed in. I h|id taken up my lodgings at 
a tavern in the town, kept by a French woman, among Ihe nu- 
merous inmates of which, principally masters of ships, was a 
merchant, a resident of the place* with whom I had been pre- 
viously acquainted. This man having occasion to visit a brig, 
of which he was the owner, and which was loading in the har- 
bour, proposed to me to accompany him. ^It happened to be a 
boisterous day ; but the wind being fair, and the vessel lying 
well up the harbour, a canoe manned by two negroes, which 
we hired, soon wafled us alongside. I had been but an in- 
stant on board when the principal object of my search, the 
fugitive Williams, little expecting such a visitor, unexpected- 
ly popped his head up the fore hatchway. The sudden ap- 
pearance of some terrific spectre would not have caused a 
greater revulsion of feeling and consequent expression of 
countenance, thaii that which the sight of so unwelcome a 
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visitor produced at this moment The poor fellow, pale, par- 
alysed, and dumb from the sarprise, for a few moments uttered 
not a word. But gradually recovering his self-possession, he 
seemed quietly to resign himself to his fate, and without offer- 
ing* the ^toiallest resistance, walked aft to the quarter-deck 
as desireSr* Here, taking up a large tin pot lying by the side 
of a cask of what appeared from the colour of its contents to 
be water, he drew off a considerable quantity, which he 
drank off/ This turned out to be white rum : the effects of 
6uch a stimulant may be readily imagined. They were nei- 
ther slow in their development nor disproportioned to the po- 
tency of their usual influence. Such a dose as he had imbibed 
was more than sufficient to screw the moral energies, alrea- 
dy in a state of strong excitation, to a higher, pitch than was 
necessary ibr a much greater enterprise than that which he 
suddenly conceived and as promptly executed. Having, from 
Ms assumed quiet demeanour, no suspicion of what he medi- 
tated, I had gone for a moment to the opposite side of the 
deck, and was looking in another direction, when, turning 
round, I found ray prisoner had disappeared. Watching his 
opportunity, he had leaped ivto the canoe, clearing the gun- 
wale at a bound ; and when I had looked over the side had 
already got clear of the vessel. 

I now beheld him in the attitude of menacing the two boat- 
men, who, after a slight and ineffectual resistance, were re- 
treating to the bow of' the boat It was a scene for the pen- 
cil. In his red woollen shirt, without a hat, his dark shaggy 
hair closely matted over his bronzed forehead, with a beard 

unshaven, perhaps, from the moment of his quitting the £ 

resolution, anxiety, hope, and fear, all blended in his agitated 
countenance, — there he stood, or rather stooped in the boat, 
a marine. Goliah, — in one hand brandishing the formidable 
clasp knife, usually suspended round the hecks of seamen, at 
the two sable boatmen, comparatively pigmies, and who had 
now fairly surrendered and were crouching with every sign 
of astonishment and pusillanimity in the bow of the canoe ; 
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while with the other he was endeavouriDgf to retain the maet in 
its erect poeitioo, the sail having partly blown loose and luffed 
her broadside to. 

In this dilemma, no boat being alongside, I was for a mo* 
roent at a loss what to do ; however, having no time for delib- 
eration, I sprang into a small puDt lying under the counter, the 
only one belongmg to the vessel, and followed by my friend the 
merchant, who, in defiance of the gale, readily^undertook to 
render assistance, we shoved off from tiie vessel ; and the ca- 
noe having been delayed hy the causes already stated, we 
succeeded in getting up with her, just as Williams, having 
got her once more before the wind, was setting the sail, and 
she was acquiring rapid way. Unluckily, in my eagerness 
to board, I jumped into her stern ; and my companion, whose 
motions were not sufScienlly agile to follow or lay hold of the 
canoe, was left fairly in the lurch, and g t adrift. Thus Ire 
mained solus to grapple with my formidable adversary, who 
now wrought up to frenzy by the effects of the potations from 
the rum cask, and the probnble frustration of his hopes, looked 
scarcely human. Having sunynoned him to submit, and- 
pointed out to him the consequences of aggravating his crime 
by resistance, he once more drew fbrth his knife, and glaring 
wildly on me with eyes infiamed with liquor and excitement, 
he in a broken and sepulchral tone thus addressed me : — '*Mr. 

, I am a native American born ; I am determined to have 

iny liberty, whatever may be the consequences, and by G — , 
you had better not attempt to prevent rae." 

The only weapon I had about me was a small uniform dirk, 
^our or five inches long, and made more for ornament than 
service. This I had drawn forth, and, standing oVer him, was 
menacing hfm with it, when suddenly with one hand seizing 
my wrist, with the other he wrenched the weapon from me, 
and closing upon me, got me down in the bottom of the boat. 
The brevity of this . conflict, if any thing had before^ been 
wanting, effectually demonstrated the odds to which 1 was op - 
posed. { was like an iufant in his pow^ul grasp. In a n^o- 
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meat I fboiid myself tnnsferred ta the other elenent with ae 
much apptrent ease as one might fling overboard a 
Whatever might haFe been hia motive, after a few 
darings which I found mjaelf retained under the aides bf the 
boat, which by her heeling nearly level with the water 1 
contrived tt cling to^ he suddenly relinquished his iron grasp, 
and I, like a drowned rat, crawled once more into the boat— 
For this, perhaps, I was indebted to the appearance of a large 
boat, manned with aix or eight men, which, polling up the 
harbour, and passing at the distance of half a cable length, was 
no sooner perceived by my adversary, than he jumped over* 
board and swam towards- her; and I, without reflecting on 
the rashness of a further pursuit of such an adversary, threw 
myself after him, and with no small difScnlty reached the 
pinnace juit after he had been taken on board. The crew 
naturally sympathising with him, evinced no great al4i||y in 
picking me up, and, but for a circumstance or two, I might 

* have fared but badly : moreover, it was only by dint ot the 
threat to make them responsible for the prisoner's evasion, 
that, after a considerable parley, they were prevailed on to 

^ut us on board th^ nearest merchant vessel. Here again I 
lad to encounter the same difficulty. The master, under the 
pfta of not being able to spare an only boat, absolutely re- 
fused to accede to my desire of being conveyed on board the 
Guacfaapin guard-ship, which was lying at aome distance 
round a point in |hat part of the harbour called the Carcuage 
In thiff dilemma, an occurrence suddenly gave a new turn to 
the affiiir, and decided the skipper to comply with my wishea 
All at once the prisoner, making a last desperate eflbrt, sprang 
over the gunwale, and threw himself at the risk of his neck 
into the boat, and endeavoured to cut her adrift. It was almost 
ludicrous to observe the change which this sodden proceeding 
wrought in the tone and bearing of the skipper. He now 
flew into a violent rage, and showed himself ready, by any 
means in his power, to rid himself ot eo troublesome a guest. 
He was my prisoner, was accordingly secured, and finally 
lodged in safe custody on board the guard- vessel. In this al» 
nioet mortal stKOggle, I found that I had received a wound in 
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the haad, either bj my owd dirk or the knife of dty adTereny 
which I bad renmiaed uncDBBcioos ef UDtil adTeriieed by the 
blood which streamed from it 

This man, od his return to the ship, under circumstances 
that might have shaken the constancy of the firmfst* display- 
ed a fortitude and ec^uanimity which astonished every one on 
board. This was more particularly shown on the following' 
occasion. Beii^g short of complement, the services of an able- 
bodied individual could not well be dispensed with, particularly 
in action. On getting to sea, therefore, it was proposed to 
liberate him at the hour of mustering to quarters. This would 
probably have led to his further enlargement, and in the end 
might have averted the fate which in the opinion of all await- 
ed him under the aggravated circumstances of hi^ c«se, and 
in thi9''«bsence of sufficient proof of his naturalization. This 
however, be refused to accede to. ' On the first occasion of 
his being brought on decki he refused to take a share in any 
part of the duty ; nor dould the remonstrances of the officers^ 
the, heavy denimciation of vengeance, or the menaces of instant 
death from the captain, make him swerve from hia resolution. 
The latter, wound up to the highest pitch of anger by such & 
pertinacious example of disobedience in the fiice of the whole 
8bip*s company, at length ordered his.pistols to be brought, 
and threatened to blow his brains oat for mutiny^ if he con- 
tinued any longer refractory : this, however produced as little 
effect. While the captain was actually stamping with ragC} 
ft&d alternately threatening to hang or to shoot him, the pris- 
oner with the most imperturbable coklriess and self-possession 
addressed him thus : — ^Captain ,1 am an American citi- 
zen ; you have no right to detain me. I am in your power, it 
is true,aud you may shoot pr do what else you please with me \ 
but I am determined never more to touch a rope or do a stroke 
of duty in your ship." I have never seen an instance of 
greater determination than this man exhibited. Though fol- 
ly alive to his critical situation, he remained firm and u&riiak- 
en as a rock, till at length he was once more ordered below. 
Here, be&re the gun-room bulk-head^ immediately under the 



TICS AAOAT. Ids 

mam-Jiatcbway ladder, he reaiauied for eevend monthe io 
douUe iroii& Our dietaiice from hetd-qoerters, eonetaoUy 
CTumogf prevented an (^portnnity for hie trial Tbia dday 
proved fortunate for W — , Time at length htonght a temina- 
tion to his sufienngs. The promotion and appointment of 
the captain some months after to a frigate caused a relaxation 
in his rigorans treatment, and finallj led to [his release and 
dJGchargefrom the service. 

On the Slst ci May, off the eastern coast of Grande Terre 
wo feU in with his Majesty's sloop Forrester and the Atten* 
live gun-brig. These having reconnoitred the position of an 
enemy's brig and schooner at anchor in the harboor of the 
Moele, a plan was projected for sorprisifig them by the boats 
of the two larger vessels, covered by the gun-brig. 

This little harbour is formed by a bay of indentation in the 
land to the southward and westward, and to the seaward by 
a reef of rocks having only one narrow channel, barely wide 
enough to admit craA of moderate dimensions : this locality 
rendering any attempt to bring vessels out by night extremely 
difficnlt, it became necessary to make the attack by day. It 
was therefore decided on for the following morning. 

Accordingly, at two a. m. , the second lieutenant being ab- 
sent on duty,^I took charge of the force from, our vessel, and 
having joined the boats of the other, with oars muffled and in 
prafound silence we pulled in for the shore. We arrived off 
the harbour mouth about five a. m. without apparently awak- 
ening the enemy's attention, and, lying on out oars, we 
inspatiently awaited the appearance of day, and that of our 
ally the gun-brig. Scarcely had ' the first grey streaks of 
^awn lighted ^ the east sufficiently to render the surround- 
ing' objects visible,- when there came whizzing among us, in 
quick succession, certain messengers, indicating that our 
neighbours were awake, and admonishing us to keep at a 
Biore re^eetfbl distance ; and as the issue <^an attack with- 
wxti^e oo-operatian of our cruiser (as yet in no quarter to-b^ 
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seen) was extremely equivocal, it was found expedient to take 
the hint The moment was critical, and we began^to cc»wider 
tlie aflSiir as up.-^But while palling a little to the left out of 
the more direct range of the formidable battery, at a musket* 
shot distance, as we opened the southern shore of the bay, our 
uncertainty ceased. Two inast heads were seen peeping oTcr 
the low projecting point, and in a few minutes, the sea breeze 
having freshened, the brig came sweeping round before it in 
gallant style, steering directly in forthe harbour's mouth, and 
opening her fire from her bow and other guns as they could 
be brought to bear, until she foirly run aground brpadside-to 
withfai half musket-shot of the town. 

Meanwhile the boats, encouraged by such example, with 
one deafening hurra pulling in to the h^bour, landed at the 
foot of the battery, and our brave tars, entering by the em- 
brasures, and driving all before them, were in an instant mas- 
ters of it, the town, and the vessels. One of the latter we 
found to be a fine brig laden with colonial produce, sugar, cof- 
ee, &C. ; the other a privateer of fourteen guns. Their sails 
being unbent and ashore, we were at first somewhat at a loss 
to navigate them ; but seamen are fertile in expedients/ A 
few old sails were ferreted out among the neighbouring 
store-houses, and these being bent, they were soon ready for 
sea ; and in a little more than an hour our prizes were to be 
seen stemming the wave, in gallant style, outside the harbour 
with the old Union proudly floating at their peak. 

Numerous tokens of tbe surprise and panic of the enemy, 
who bad fled without measurinj; weapons, were presented in 
the interior of the battery. Arms, accoutrements, sponges, 
handi^pikes, were scattered about in promiscuous confusion ; 
even the drummer had disencumbered himself of his drum, 
which was now slung round the shoulders of one of our own 
men. 

On this occasion we met with a singular instance of preco- 
cious treachery, and cunning in a young negroi apparently not 
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more tlian six or seven years of age. Shortly after the explo- 
sion of the magazine I bad caused to be blown up, and which 
bad sbattered some of the neighbouring boases, this urchin, 
who had probably been watching our movements, issued from 
among the ruins, and without the slightest fear or misgiving, 
came forward and expressed a wish to be taken on board, 
ofiering to conduct us to some valuable concealed property be- 
longing to his master; an offer which it was whispered certain 
individuals did not scruple to avail themselves of, by lining 
their pockets well with doubloons. This youngster waa the 
only bemg that during a protracted stay of between two or 
three hours we met with ; none of the inhabitants deeming it 
pfuien^toshow themselves. 

I have befbre shown in what manner, in the fourth year 
of my probationary term aa midshipman, I had been induced 
to step out of the direct road of professional advancement, 
to accept an acting appointment as master. Having filled 
that station nearly two years, I had now completed tlie full 
te?m of six years required by the regulations to become eli- 
gfible for a lieutenancy, and not being desirous to forego an, 
opportunity which occurred, on our return to port, of regain- * 
ing once more through, ihe kind ofRcee and influence- of an 
officer of rank, the high road to advancement, I willingly 
sacrificed the temporary advantages of my situation, and be- 
ing superseded and transferred on board the P , seventy 

four, (flag-ship), resumed the weekly account in the cock-pit. 

I 'joined this ship on the 2Ut of July, on the eve of her 
departure from the Leeward Islands for Halifax, where it was 
intended to remam during the approaching hurricane season, 
reaching at Antigua, we took our final leave of these Is- 
lands about the beginning of August The voyage was de- 
lightful, being scarcely interrupted throughout by a single 
squall. Every evening .the ofiicers and midshipmen, (the lat- 
ter mustering about fifty-five yoong fellows chiefly on promo- 
tion) assembled on the quarter-deck, where, to the harmony of 
a very fine band stationed on the poop, they figured away in 
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the oouDtry-dance and though the presence of that sex from 
whom this species of amoBement derives its principal charm, 
was wanting, sti]!, in these bull-dances, as they were called, 
we found an infinite fund of diversion and a healthful exer- 
cise. To this were added dramatic representations, perform- 
ed sometimes on the quarter-deck, at others under the half- 
deck. On these occasions the talent displayed by some part- 
icularly the flag-lieutenant, and one of the marine cheers, 
might have shamed many a professed knight of the buajdn. 
In this manner the time paesed agreeably enough, and we 
almost regretted the termination of our voyage, when in little 
more than a fortnight, we entered the superb harbour of Ha- 
lifax. ' -^ * 

The recurrence to this period awakens in me >many pleas- 
ing recollections. What a contrast did our ship present to 
that of most other vessels it had been piy lot to serve in ! To 
some, indeed, it was as elysium compared with purgatory. — 
Here the promotion of the welfare, the cooifort, the conveni- 
ence of all on board, as far as consistent with the claims of 
the service, formed a primary part of the system in practice. 
There, in many instances, these were uot^only neglected, but 
from mistaken notions, of discipline, from th« want of rodec- 
tion and experience, and sometimes from^caprice and ill-reg- 
' ukted disposition, it seemed the study to engender disgust 
and misery by a system of terror and persecution. The for- 
bearance and consideration of the superiors naturally pro- 
duced a corresponding confidence among the men ; jaxid al- 
though the latter generally mustered about seven hundred, 
the greatest order and harmony prevailed. Little coercion 
was necessary to urge them to their duty, and the cat was sel- 
dom in requisition. Here there was so starting up the rigging 
to reef or furl sails to the second ; . no bullying or ungentle- 
manly language; no polishing of shot -to ornament the comb- 
ings of the hatchways, half-decks, stanchions, belaying pins, 
or other iron work. Consequently instead ^f the disinclina- 
tion to the service, the concomitant of all this, which in 
more than one instance made it necessary to row guard the 
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ship, or eetid marines in the boat on doty to prevent deser- 
tion when in pprt, the. men, feeling " they might go farther 
and fare ^vorse,*^ were contented with their lot, and, instead 
of deserting it, would have felt it no slight punishment to be 
driven forth fh>m the ship. All went on smoothly without any 
of the bustle and anifbaion incident to ill-blood and apprehen* 
sion : for the energies become paralysed when the mind is 
irritated or distracted by the passions of hatred and fear.— 
Our ship, though not remarkable for paint or polish, was a 
mo^l of cleanliness, and good fighting order ; and the hearty 
alacrity and obedience with which each flew at the com- 
mands of his superior, while they proved that duty was a plea* 
sure rather than a task, gave an earnest of what might be ex- 
pected %>m them in the hour of battle. Such was the feeling 
of esteem and respect with which each looked up to our ex- 
cellent commander-in-chief, and his no less worthy second, 
the-flag-captain, that I eerily believe there were few on board 
who would not, in the execution of their duty, have sacrificed 
themselves at their bidding. This example of suavity and 
condescension on the part of the superior officers naturally pro- 
duced a corresponding bearing among the juniors — among 
whom the greatest unanimity prevailed — the influence of 
which was felt by those under them. 

On the 14th of September following I underwent the usual 
examination to- qualify me for promotion. This is an anxious 
and important moment in the office's career; the ordeal in- 
volves no ordinary consideration ; it is like a step in promo- 
tion ; henceforth he is considered "a cut above the common" 
reefer ; the succeeding day may see him exchange the weekly 
account for the epaulet, the cock-pit and all its privations, for 
the gun or ward-room and its luxuries. This barrier once 
passed, the field is open before him, and a new era commen- 
ces. But should he fail I Ah— there's the rub \ To say no- 
thing of loss of time, and in the interim the loss^f an oppor<* 
tunity of promotion, there is the appalling disgrace. A failure 
always more or les&infers a^tigma; and though jthis may not 
very frequently occur, the imagination is sure to be full of 



168 SEEYICB AFLOAT. 

cxa^gferated Instances of rigid ficrutiny, and frequent rejec- 
tion of the unfortunate novice. 

This I recollect was my case ; for tliough In comparing my 
pretensions with some of my more assured messmates, with 
not a fourth of my professional experience, I had reason for 
encouragement, I was not without my misgivings, and seldom 
have I experienced more anxious moments than those pre* 
ceding my probation. I was^was fuHy aware that diffidence 
and over anxiety may chain the tongue and paralyse the -Ac- 
uities — how many a clever fellow, face to face with his re- 
doubted mquisitors, has cut but a sorry figure, while the mod- 
est assurance of some less sensitive blockhead has carried him 
through with edaf* In short, nothing but experience #in give 
an idea of the thousand anxious hopes and apprehensions which 
attend the young aspirant How awful is the moment when 
the youngster is first uriiered in before these '^potent, grave," 
and oflen-times fierce-looking 'Seigniors," who, with asp^i^ts 
as chilling as the keen north-westers which have hardened 
and furnished them with their cordage, forgetting the indulg- 
ence which they once stood in need of, bring with them from 
the quarter-deck all the hauteur and unapproachable harsh- 
ness of the severe and uncompromising disciplinarian ! 

I shalf not readily forget the almost breathless trepidation 
which seized me when at length my name was called^ and 
I was conducted into the presence and placed fkce to fiice 
' with my redoubted examiners, five of the senior otptains of 
the fleet. Standing before a table covered with green cloth, 
round which -these officers were seated, I deposited a huge 
bundle of journals, kept op with great care and neatness for 
nearly nine years. The pause which the preparatory examin- 
aion of these occasioned permitted me tii^e to collect myself, 
and to reconnoitre my redoubted cross-questioners, and se^k 
in their weather-beaten physiognomies for signs of the " day's 

disasters/^ That of the president, Sir Robert L , a fine 

old officer, full of frankness and urbanity, raised the mercury 
of my frame at once, from something very near the freezing * 
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point to a .comfortable temperatare ; and before I had time to 
study the character of the others, a few simple qoestioDa from 
the former, in a mild tone, and a handsome compliment o& 
the peculiar correctness and style of my journals, at once 
brought me to summer heat, and "Richsrd was himself again,** 
In short they troubled me with very few questions. Instead 
of being' overwhelmed by interrogatories touclung my sea- 
maoship, or puzzled with the solution of many abstruse prob- 
lems in the science of nautical astronomy, the queries were of 
a general and very simple nature : and I went off with flying 
colours. The facility which on this occasion we all more or 
•less experienced, with the exception,! believe, of two misera* 
bles who were turned back, arose in some measure from the 
formidable string of us (fifteen or sixteen) to be overhauled, a 
circumstance always regarded as favourable. 

On the 14th of September a court-martial assembled on 
board our ship for the trial of the crew of the Columbine sloop* 
of-war, just arrived, under a charge of mutiny and coiispiracy 
to rise on the officers and seize the vessel. The investigation 
of this affair occupied the court fourteen days, and brought to 
light facts ot so atrocious and sanguinary a character on the 
part of some of the mutineel's, as to vie (had their intentions 
been carried, into effect) with the most tragical cases of muti- 
ny on record. But circumstances were also elicited furnishing 
another instance sadly illustrative of the fatal effects of undue 
harshness and severity. It was a striking peculiarity of this 
case, that the dissatisfiiction was not^n this occasion confined 
alone to the crew; the boatswain and carpenter also were im- 
plicated, and took an active part in it. These, and a great 
portion of the crew, were found guilty at the close of a pro- 
tracted and patient examination, which was highly creditable 
to the members of the court, consisting of six or eight of the 
senior captains, with the commander-in-chief of the Leeward 
Island station. Rear Admiral Sir Alexander C-: — -,pre8ident. 
The result was, that the boatswain and five of the ringleaders 
were sentenced to death ; the carpenter and the remainder to 

mitigated punishments. The sentence on the former of these 

15 



170 SBKVICK AFLOAT. 

nnibrtanate men was carried into execution on board their own 
Teasel a few days afterwards. 

Few spectacles are more impressive than a naval ezeca- 
tion. Early on the fatal morn, the crews of the different ships 
in port are turned up> and distributed in the rigging and along 
the gangways, while, abreast the vessel in which the execution 
takes place, the boatsjof the fleet are manned, and with a par- 
ty of marines in each, are drawn up to witness the solemn ex- 
ample. A little before eight o'clock on this melancholy occa- 
sion these unhappy men mounted the platform, extending 
across the forecastle, and the sentence of the court-martial, 
together with the article of war under which they Were con- 
demned, having been read, at eight the signal-gun Hashed, and 
they were simultaneously run up to the fore yard arms. 

Halifax during the winter months (which, if the period of 
frost and snow, fogs and sleet, be, considered as such, include 
six out of the twelve) must be but a dreary place, more particu- 
larly in time of peace, when the garrison and squadron which 
are the life and soul of it, are so much reduced. Nevertheless 
there are many advantages to be had here, especially in the 
cheapness of the living; those in particular who like salt cod 
and the iinest partridges, may contrive to live excellently 
well. Of the former, I have seen one weighing upwards of 
t\»enty pounds sold for a shilling. The town is irregular, 
and for the most pan built of wood. The harbour is one of the 
finest in the world. 

Our visit contributed in no small degree to give life and 
animation to the place ; in particular, we commenced a series 
of dramatic representations, with Home's Tragedy of Douglas, 
which was gotnp in a style that astonished the natives. But 
that which excited the greatest admiration amongst the hon- 
est Halifaxonians was a magnificent ball given on board our 
ship by the admiral a short time previously to our departure, 
and which probably eclipsed any thing of the kind before wit^ 
nessed in these hyperborean regions. For this purpose the 
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8hi> was haaled alongside the dock-yard wharf, through which 
an avenue of pine trees and other evergreens, suddenly trans- 
ferred from the neighbouring forest, as if hy the touch of en- 
chantment, produced a novel and pleasing effect The whole 
length of the deck, from the forecastle to the taffrail (the main- 
deck beinff sparred over for the occasion), having a temporaiy 
plank, of roofing was internally decorated with flags and va- 
rious emblematical devices. Two ^orchestras, one for the 
band of the 8th regiment, the other for our own, were taste- 
fully fitted up round the main and mizen masts in a corres- 
ponding style; the whole formed a ball-room of one hundred 
and eighty feet in length by twenty-four broad, which, when 
lighted up, and animated by a brilliant moving mass of be- 
tween five and six hundred gay visitors, including the officers 
of the garrison and the ships in port, with all the beauty 
and fashion of Ilalifax, furnished a spectacle not often wit- 
Dcased on board ship. 

Afleran agreeable interval of three months we hade adieu 
to Halifax, and, to say truth, nothing loth, notwithstanding 
the fascinating smiles of its belles, (it being celebrated for 
pretty women ;) for already sundry visits and hints from the 
Barber (as the cutting north-western blast is called by the 
seamen) had given as a specimen of a Nova Scotia winter.— 
The vicissitudes of this climate are as sudden as intemperate ; 
it is no uncommon thing to experience a change of tempera- 
ture of thirty, forty, and even fifty degrees of Fahrenheit in 
the course of an hour. A shift of wind from a southern to a 
north-west quarter at once changes the scene, and trtinsfors 
you from a torrid to ^n arctic clime. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

Departure from Halifax, Heavy gale, Arrivalinthe West- 
Indies, Join the squadron engaged with the batteries 

. of Anee La Barque and two eneT^rfs frigates. Burning 
and explosion of the latter. Gallant condyjct and death 

of Captain C in storming . a battery. Expedition 

against Chiadaloupe, Arrival at Prince Rupert'^s, Gos- 
ier^ Landing qf the troops. Detail of operations. De- 
scription of Chiadedoupe, Summons of Fort Fleur 
d'Epee, Join the second division to the northward of 
Basse lerre. Land with a division of seamen. Re 
duction and capitulation of the island. Singular decapi- 
tation of an Officer, Mariagalante, Deseada, Saintes, 
Tragical Scene, 

Wb did not, however, bid farewell to these stormy regions 
without a taste of their quality. Although but the beginning 
of November, " dread Winter" had already 

, *' Spreftd around Ms gloouiS, 
And reigD'd tremendous oN r the conquered year.'* 

We quitted the harbour in a snow-storm, and had not been 
long at sea ere it came on to blow a gale ; this increasing, 
^by midnight it was fouud necessary to keep all hands on 
deck, to furl the courses, fore and mizen-top sails, and close- 
reef the main-top sail. It was now that the enervating eflects 
of a warm climate were felt and exhibited by us all. It was a 
bitter cold night, and blowing tremendously hard. A^ I sat 
shivering on the collai' of the main-stay, superintending the 
operation of furling the main-sail, with diiEculty retaining 
my station from numbness and the heavy lurching of the 
ship, I could, not avoid thinking that I had seen *< these 
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though we had aa fine-looking a body of men as one might 
wish to see, they seemed to have lost much of their native 
energy, and it was with the greatest difficulty, alter more 
than an honr^ strivings that the sail was at last made nog. 
Sleet and snow were so new to many of us that we lelt quite 
oat of our element, and we by no means regretted being 
en route &r a kindlier clime. A few days wafted us thith* 
er, and we accomplished the remainder <^ the passage with- 
out other accident than carrying away our main-yard in the 
stings in a sudden squall of wind. 

On the 17th of December we made Deseada. On the 18th, 
between that island and Guadalonpe, we were joined by his 
Majesty's sloop Pultusk, a small brig of ten guns, which brought 
us information of the vicinity of two enemy's frigates, La 
Loire and La Seine, at anchor in thcL small bay of Anee La 
Barque, a few miles to the northward of the town of Basse 
Terre. On rounding the south end of the island a little after 
uoon, we found an attack had already been commenced on 
these by a squadrcxi consisting of the Sceptre, 74, the Blonde, 
Thetis, and Freja frigates, and the Hazard, Cygnet, and 
Ringdove sloops, under the command of Commodore Ballard 
in the former frigate ; and on our arrival, they were warmly 
engaged veith the enemy's ships, and a strong battery defending 
the bay to the northward. ~ Calms and baffling winds under 
the high land prevented us from approaching sufficiently near 
to be more than spectators of the i^ffiur ; and by the time we 
had closed sufficiently to take an active part in it, the bat- 
tery was silenced, and the two frigates in flamea This, 
however,. had not been effected without consideiable loss 
on our side. The enemy's ships made a gallant resistance ; 
&nd the battery, placed on a commanding eminence, made 
great havoc on board the Blonde and Thetis, within musket- 
shot distance, until carried by a detachment of seaman and 
marines, headed by Capt. Cameron of the Hazard sloop-of^ 
war, who, landing to the left of the battery, and gallantly 
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mounting to the assault up a steep and broken acclivity, drove 
the enemy forth and took possession. 

This brilliant little 'enterprise had been achieved hitherto 
without loss to the storming parties, and it was not until the 
victory was gallantly won, and they were quitting tiie fort, 
that their intrepid chief, while ezultingly bringing up the rear 
with the well-earned trophy, the hostile flag, which he had 
himself lowered, hanging on his arm, was struck, by a mus- 
ket-ball, which killed him on- the spot. It was said that the 
fatal shot came from one of our own party, who, seeing him 
issue from the battery with a tricoloured ensign, mistook him 
for a Frenchman. The two frigates continued burning a con- 
siderable time, and the flames did not r^ach the powder 
until after the evening had closed. The explosion was terri- 
ble. The flaming fragments of the wrecks, masts, and yards, 
projected high in the air with- the eruptive force of i^Ekna 
or Vesuvius, brilliantly illumined the atmosphere around, 
and furnished a grand and impeding spectacle. The re- 
cent capture ot Martihico, Mariagalante, and the Saintes^ had 
left the islands of Guadaloupe and its two small dependencies, 
St. Martin's and St Eustatius, the only remaining'translantic 
possessions of the enemy ; and the moment was at hand when 
those also were to be wrested from them. 

In conformity with orders which reached head-quarters 
about this time, in the month of January an expedition against 
these islands was prepared. Troops were collected from the 
diflerent stations, together with the means of transport, and 
the whole were assembled in the noble and capacious har- 
bour of Fort Royal, to which also were transferred the 
head-quarter's of the admiral's flag. 

The military force formed altogether an effective body of 
six thousand seven hundred men. . These were divided in- 
to five brigades, distributed into two divisions and a reserve; 
the third and fourth forming the first division, under the 
command of Major-Gen. Hislop, and Brig. Genends M'Lean 
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and Skinner, the first and second, the second division, onder 
Major €ren. Harcoart and Brig. Gen. Barrow; while the fifth 
brigade, one thousand fi^e hundred strong, under the command 
of Major-G^L Wale, was to act as the reserve. The whole 
were under the chief command of Lieut Gen. Sir George 
Beckwith. 

The embarkation being completed by the 22nd, the fleet 
ot men-of-war and transports weighed on that day, and pro- 
ceeded to Prince Rupert^s Bay, Dominica, which, being contig- 
uous to the theatre of intended operations, was appointed as 
the general rendezvous. — Here the final arrangements and 
dispositions having been made, the fleet weighed on the mor- 
ning of the 26th, the seccmd division proceeding to the Saintes, 
a small group of islands recently dependant on, and distant 
about three leagues firom the southern extremity of, Guada- 
loupe. There it anchored the same day ; while tlie first di- 
vision and the reserve steered for the anchorage of Crosier, 
on the southern shore of that part of the island called Grande 
Terre, and reached it on the 27th. 

Gnadaloupe is of an irregular figure, forty-five miles long 
and thirty-five broad, being about 240 miles in circumfer- 
ence. It is divided in the center (where a narrow isthmus, of 
six or eight miles in breadth, probably once connected the two 
parts) by^an arm of the sea called the Salt River. It may thus 
be said to form two -distinct islands, differing essentially in 
climate, soil, and general character. The western division, 
or that which gives the name tojthe whole^ is mountainous 
and rocky. A lofty range, extending north and south, termi- 
nates at the southern extremity by the cloud-capped sum- 
mits of the still more lofty Soufirier, or the Brimstone moun- 
tain ; a volcanic elevation which continually emits through 
various openings a thick black smoke accompanied by sparks 
and flames, which are visible at night On the western or 
leeward side of this ridge, contra-distinguished firom the eas- 
tern, or Cape Terre, by the name of Basse Terre, stands the 
city called by the latter name, and used as the seat of gov- 
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eniment of (he island. This is a large and well-built town, 
bat un&vourably sitoated for trade, there being no harbour or 
shelter for vessels in the roads^ the anchorage of which is 
rocky and unsafe. From every hill and valley on this quar- 
ter of the island flow numerous springs and streams of 
pure salubrious water, fertilizing the plains below and temper- 
ing the climate. The eastern division, or Grande Terre, 
has been much less favoured by Nature. Moderately high, 
and for the most part level, it is little capable of production, 
being rocky, sterile, and deficient in water. The Salt Riv- 
er, which separates the two portions, is a narrow arm of the 
sea, finely shaded with mangroves, and extending in a south- 
easterly and north-westerly direction, between siz and seven 
miles in length, and firom one hundred to two hundred feet 
in breadth, navigable for craft of forty or fifty tons burthen. 
It is one of those remarkable chasms or ravines ^peculiar to 
thes3 islands, and abounding with traces of volcanic action, 
indicating that the whole has been reft asunder by some 
mighty convulsion of Nature. At the south-western embou- 
chure of this strait, on the margin of the Cul de Sac, lies 
Point-d.-Petre, the emporium of the island, a large, hand- 
some, but unhealthy town. Gosier bay, or roads, where the 
squadron now anchored, is between three and four leases to 
the eastward of this. 

On reaching the anchorage, an officer was despatched with 
a flag of truce and a summons to the strong foH Fleur 
d'Epee, situated at a little more than gun-shot distance from 
the anchorage ; but this summons was not complied' with« 

The weather bemg &vourable, the landing of the troops 
was eflected by the boats of the squadron during the night of 
the 27th, and by daylight the ensuing morning the whole of 
the first division and the reserve were disembarked, without 
the slightest accident or opposition, at the village of Marie 
Gape Terre, a few leagues 60uth-w|»st of Gosier. ' 

While the reserve remained to cover the landing of stores 
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and pTovisioiiB, the first division podied fijrwatd to the soa^ 
ward by the only road lying along the coast— <ne brigade to 
Capes Terre, another to Trois Rivieres. On the 29Ch these 
took post at Bannania river, the reserve the same day reach* 
ing Grande Riviere. On the 90th, at noon, the column ad- 
vancing by the strong pass of Somme Chien, which was 
undefended, reached Trois Rivieres, pushing forward some 
small detachments of light troops in the direction of the ene- 
my's posts. 

Daring these operations we were in continual communi- 
cation with the troops, all the movements of which, (took the 
nature of the ground and the line of march along the coast, we 
witnessed from the ship as we sailed along. The long red 
column filing along the base ci the lofty range of mountains, 
their arms glittering in the tropic sun, formed an interesting 
spectacle. Hitherto we had seen but little of the enemy, for 
having relinquished the leas defensible points, they had con* 
centrated their force, cc^isisting of three thousand five hundred 
troops, m the neighbourhood of Basse Terre. The greater 
part ot these were intrenched in a remarkably strong position, 
along a range of heights to the northward and eastward of that 
town, every acce^ible point being covered by abattis and 
stockaded redoubta This line extended fix>m the sea, which 
flanked its right or western extremity, to the strong post of 
Matabau, the outposts of which — the heights D'Olat overlook- 
ing the sea to the eastward — flanked the left. 

This latter point the first divisicxi and the reserve had now 
reached : meanwhile the second division, which had arrived 
at the Saintes on, the 27th, quitted that anchorage on the 29th, 
and steering for Trois Rivieres, menaced that quarter in or- 
der to divert the enemy's attention from the advance of the 
first division. Then bearing up after dark, they proceeded to 
the northward^ and disembarked the following morning about 
two leagues north of Basse Terre, near the river Du Plessis, a 
little in the rear of the enemy's right, taking post on some 
hills on which afew field-pieces were thrown into battery, and 
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opened a fire on the enemy. TbiB movement induced the lat- 
ter to abandon bis defences at Palmiste and Mome Houel, aitd 
to extend bis right 

While matters were in this train to leeward, the first divi- 
sion continued to advance on the enemy's left For a short 
tme he showed a disposition to defend the heights D*01at, and 
other posts, by opening a fire from ecHne howitzers and field- 
pieces, on our column ; but these were abandoned with precip- 
itation as our troops advanced. It being necessary to wait 
the landing of provisions and stores from the ships, no fiir- 
ther movement was made by this wing of the army until the 
2nd of February, when it again marched forward in two. col- 
umns by the moimtains, the reserve to the right, and took poe- 
session of Palmiste. Here we lost sight of Ihem, and oar 
cooperation being no longer necessary in this quarter, we 
bore up the same day to join the left wing of the army above 
Basse Terre. 

On this side we found every thing in active progress ; the 
troops having di^mbarked without loss or accident, had taken 
up a strong position on some heights flanking the enemy's 
right, which was posted on a high ridge crowned with a chain 
of strong redoubts communicating with the bead-quarters at 
Matabau. A heavy and unremitted cannonade was kept up 
between one or two of these and two of our batteries opposed 
to them — These were principally thrown up and manned by 
a detachment of seamen from the squadron, (consisting of the 
Alfi^ and Sceptre, of the line, with some frigates and small- 
er vessels,) to which was now added a strong reinforcement 
from our ship. 

I happened to be of this party, and had an opportunity of 
witnessing the skill and Indefatigable exertion^ of British 
sailors, when employed on this kind of service. This has fre- 
quently been the theme of panegyric ; but to be properly ap- 
preciated it must be seen. Obstacles, apparently insurmount- 
able* soon disappear before them : in a battery, or in getting 
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up guns they are unrivalled, and I am surprided they are not 
more frequently employed on this duty on shore. On the 
present occasion, although, as may be supposed, the service, 
being kept on the move night and day, in such a climate, veas 
no sinecure, yet nothing could exceed the alacrity and good- 
will evinced by all ; in^Jeed, it was treated as quite a holiday 
afiair. A few hours afler we had opened a fire from our^ 
first battery, manned by a detachment from the Sceptre, the 
lieutenant commanding the party, afibcting to hold cheap the 
enemy's practice, took it into his head, in spite of eveiy re- 
monstrance from those around him, to mount the parapet, ex- 
posing himself a dead mark for their aim. This he had re- 
peated several times, until at length he was struck hya largo 
shot which completely decapitated him. 

While the left were thus engaged, the right wing con- 
tinuing to advance by D' Olat and the great road to Basse 
Terre, the reserve, afl^r taking possession of Mome Houel, 
succeeded in turning and penetrating the enemy's lefl, and 
menaced his head-quarters at Matabau.. On the morning 
of the 5th that post .displayed a fiag of truce. The same 
day a capitulation was agreed upon, which was ratified on 
the 6th. Thus was achieved in the short interval of eight 
days, the conquest of this fine island, and with it fell the is- 
lands of St. Martins and St Eustatius, which, as dependen- 
cies, were included in the capitulation 

On the 7th the French troops were marched down into the 
town of Basse Terre, where in the Grande Place, and in the 
presence of a brigade of seamen drawn up to receive them, 
they groimded their arms, and were forthwith embarked 
on board transport-vessels, ready in the, roads for their recep- 
tion. — After this we marched and took formal possession of the 
principal fort and ^ea-batteries of the town. 

The small islands in the vicinity of -and ^epenSent on 
Guadaloupe, viz. Ma^iagalante, Deseada, Petiter-Terre, and 
the groups called the Saintes, had been taken possession of by 
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our squadron a few months previous to the recent capture*— 
The first named of these islands was so designated frcxn Co- 
lumbus's ship, the Gallant Mary, in which he sailed^ and 
discovered it$ during his second voyage. It is a l^eautiiiil 
little i^nd, lying about twelve miles east of Cape Terra- 
Its low and level shores rise towards the centre to a level ridge 
*of moderate elevation. The soil for the most part possesses 
great capabilities, producing excellent sugar, indigo, and to- 
bacco; and the whole island is capable of great improvement. 
Deseada is ten miles long and -fivo broad, and lies about 
twelve miles east of the^ south-eastern extremity, ot Grande 
Terre. It is for the mqst part a sterile roCk, with scarcely a 
track of vegetation.. Its only inhabitants are a few families 
settled on the south side, who subsist by fishing and the cul- 
tivation of a small qqaiitity of cottoiTand tobacco. From the 
sea it has the appearance of an unbroken table-land, of some 5 
or 600 feet elevation. The Saintes are a group of small hilly 
islands, three leagues distant from the southern extremity of 
Guadaloupe. They form an anchorage, where any number of 
ships may remain at most seasons with safety. On the 
eastermost extremity there is a considerable village, and od 
the western, or Grand Sainte, an extensive pottery. The in- 
habitants consist of betwefien 3 and 400 hundred individuals of 
both sexes, who subsist by fishing and the cultivation of a 
small quantity of cotton and a little sugar. 

According to returns made to the House of Commons in 
1812, the population of Guadaloupe consisted of 12,747 
whites, 94,328 slaves, and 7764 ftee blacks. 

While on the subject of these islands,I shall take the opportu- 
nity to relate a tragic incident which subsequelitly took place 
while at anchor off Pointe-a-Petre. One of the crew belong- 
ing to the waist or after-guard, and a boy of sixteen or sev- 
enteen, a mizen-top man, having been tried by court-martial, 
were found guilty, and sentenced to death. To the fi>rmer 
there appeared little chance of mercy being eventually exten- 
ded ; and his case excited the less commisseration, as the pe- 
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nalty wbich awaited him would have been but a retribu- 
tion for various crimes which, according to his own acknowl* 
edgment, though he continued stead&stly to deny the com* 
mission of that for which he was now doomed, he had formerly 
committed. This man had served the greater part of his 
life in the army; from which, it seems, he had several times 
deserted ; and he had, itdoreover, with more or less of impu- 
nity, committed various thefls, and more than one high-way 
robbery. 

With the younger prisoner it was far otherwise : among all 
on board his case excited the deepest interest, and it was 
hoped and confidently anticipated that a reprieve, if for no 
other reason than his extreme youth, would finally be granted 
to him. The communication of this, it was supposed, in or- 
der to produce a salutary impression, Would be reserved, as 
ui^al, until a late moment, probably until the morning of ez- 
cution, or the moment of ascending the scafiold. When, 
however, the fatal period arrived, ushered in with the usual 
solemn and impressive parade of the marines drawn up on the 
gangways, the crew and officers on the front of the quarter- 
deck, and the boats of the squadron manned and armed lying 
on their oars alongside, and the crews of the vessels distribu- 
ted in the rigging of the various ships of the squadron; 
and when, after the two unfortunate culprits were brought 
•forth on the platform on the starboard side of the forecastle, 
the articles of war being read, the master-at-arms, and big 
assistants, the ship's corporals, proceeded with the usual 
preliminary arrangements of confining their arms, adjusting 
the rope, and drawing on the fatal cap, the yard-ropes stretched 
along and manned, only waiting the signal, and all portended 
that the law was about to take its coi^rse on both alike, — 
great was the disappointment of all. Scarcely evincing any 
signs of animation, or of apparent consciousness of what was 
going on around him, the unfortunate lad, supported by one of 
the ship's corporals, seemed lost to this world, and remained 
passive while these av/fiil prejMirations were in progress. 

Not so his companion: all of asduden, when it comes to his 

16 
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turn to be secured, and just as they are about to Bx the noose, 
a horrid scene ensues; a death-like struggle takes place be- 
tween him and those near him : with a convulsive efibrt dis- 
engaging his arms, he diuws forth an instrument with which 
he inflicts a severe wound in the throat ; a moment after, he 
is secured, the gun flashes, and in this state he is run up to the 
yard-arm. 

It would appear that this guilty man (so fondly does hope 
cling to some bosoms to the last) had deluded himself with 
the prospect of a pardon, but with a premeditated determina- 
tion, if disappointed, to anticipate his executicxiers by self-de- 
struction ; with this view he had secreted about his person a 
razor-blade, with which he made the above endeavour to ef- 
fect lus purpose. 

The junior delinquent remained on the platform. His 
life was spared ; but fate, if the influence of imagination 
goes for aught, had already done its worst The previous 
awful process and the thundering of the gun seem to have 
produced all the mental efiects of a real execution. The lit- 
tle remaining consciousness previously apparent seemed to 
have fled, and, as he was piobably dead to physical sufler- 
ing, it might bave been deemed much more merciful to have 
rid him at once of existence, and spared him much fiiture 
misery. I know not with whom the arrangements rested by 
which matters were carried to this injudicious extremity: 
the motive was probably to produce an efiect, and a profound 
impression on the piisoner: the latter object was fully attain- 
ed ; the unfortunate victim of a tardy and mistaken mercy 
was taken down to the sick-room in a state of stupor. I do not 
know what was his ultimate fate, as I quitted the ship a few 
days afler; but it was understood that, though he had par- 
tially recovered the shock, it had paralysed his intellect, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Flag transferred te a ship 0/96 guns. Disappointment^ 
Installation of a Knight of the Bath; ludicrous incident. 

Appointed Lieutenant of the Z ^. A discipliTutrian, 

Superseded. Join the A frigate^ as Supernumerary, 

Sagacity of rats on board. More disappointments. Take 
command of the * * * schooner. Service afloat. Perilous 
situation^ and narrow escape from shipwreck. Heavy 
gale^ Lose our main^4nast. Spring a leak* Providen^ 
tiaV preservation from foundering. 

Oif the 20th of March, the flag having been ehiiled into the 
Neptune, ninety-eight, the supernumeraries on promotion, 
myself among the number, with the admiraFs followers, in 
all mustering upwards of fifty, were turned over to that ship. 

While at Fort Royal a droll incident, of which I was a 
witness, furnished at the moment subject-matter of much 
amusement It happened during the ceremony of the instal- 
lation of a Knight Grand Cross of the Bath, in the person of 
the commander-in-chief of the forces, the late Sir Geo. B , 
wiio received the investiture of the order at the hands of 

Sir Alex. C , a proxy for the sovereign. The ceremony, 

after one or two previous rehearsals, was performed with 
all the parade and form that circumstances would pef mit, in 
the grand saloon of the Government-House. The represen- 
tative of majesty having taken his place in due state, at the 
upper end of the alMirtment, the knight elect, preceded by 
various officers, bearing on a splendid velvet cushion the 
insignia of the order, was ushered into the presence ; the 
whole, as they advanced, pausing at stated distances, and 
performing the accustomed number of salaams; and the " 
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entire affair might have passed off well enough, particularly 
in the eyes of the oolonists, who constituted the greater por- 
tion of the audience, had not the hero of the- piece, with 
a somewhat singular incongruity of taste, taken it into his 
head to give a practical illustration of the easy transition 
from the sublime to tiie ridiculous, by an untimely caper, sud- 
denly transforming the pompous-melo-drama into as droll a 
farce as could well be witnessed. To those unacquainted with 
the process of manufacturing a knigiit, it may be necessary to 
premise, that in approaching or retiring from the presence, 
etiquette in no wise permits the back to be turned towards 
ii^i^ty 9 60 that it becomes necessary to retreat from the pres- 
ence stem foremost Now this manceuvre in the present in- 
stance was, even for one much younger and more agile 
than our veteran chevalier, no trifling undertaking. The sa- 
loon was upwards of one hundred feet in length, the whole 
ofwhichitwas necessary to traverse with measured step 
backwards, like a crab; and it was soon evident, by the anx- 
ious glances flank and rear, that the hero* (a tall spare rickety 
sexagenarian,) encumbered with harness, and especially a pair 
of long military boots and spurs, was by no means equal to the 
task. He had, however, achieved one half the distance, 
and had reached the centre of the saloon, when, having come 
to the recover after the second profound conge, he was re- 
suming his retrograde march, but, betrayed cither by his 
heels or his spurs, he fell, like his great prototype* of yore, 
and measured his length on the floor. The efllect was irresis- 
tible. In vain propriety pleaded against any indecorous ex- 
hibition of feeling. Every face relaxed in an instant, and 
numbers, no longer able to restrain their risibility, availed 
themselves of the open windows to look outside and give 
vent in laughter to the ^t that overpowered them. The. most 
racy part of the scene was the uncouth efforts made by Gene- 
ral,— — a corpulent old gentleman, one of the two supporters, — 



* This officer, from n modest comparison wh'ch he was said te bave 
mad« btttwecn some of his own actions and those of the intporial Roman, ^aa 
kiiowQ amoDg the troops and the t-^uadroa by the ni^uie of Qe»ar^ 
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while doing his* best to pick up the prostrate hero, who, once 
more placed on his pins, accomplished the remainder of his ex- 
it with a degree of celerity ludicrously contrasted with the 
former movement& 

Nothing remarkable occurred between this and the fbUow- 
ing July, in which month I finally quitted the flag-ship. The 
interval was passed chiefly at Martinico, the Saintes,and Gua^ 
dalope ; the recent capture of these islands rendering the pres- 
ence.pf the commander-in-chief necessary^ 

On the t6th of July I received my first commission as 
lieutenant of the D ■ , an eighteen-gun brig sloop. But as 
this was but to fill an admiralty vacancy, a direct promise was 
attached, through the admiral's secretary, of something more 
substantial on the arrival of the officer expected from England 
to supersede me. The officer commanding this vessel was 
one of those martinets to whom I have before had occasion to 
allude. It was whispered among the squadron (in which his 
reputation was appreciated as it merited) that his system in- 
variably was to prefer acting to confirmed officers ; as the for- 
mer, having less experience and being aware of the firail ten- 
ure of their appointments, could be more easily made subser- 
vient to his viewa With these he soon contrived to foment 
some difierence— for which, where there exists the disposi- 
tion, pretexts are seldom wanting — and this led to a suspen- 
sion fix)m duty, a^threac of a court-martial, or a complaint to 
the commander-in-chief, — steps which were only to be averted 
by an acknowledgment of the fault or error with which the 
parties stood charged; and as the unfortunate delinquent, 
finding his promotion in jeopardy, and all his future prospects 
involved, had no other means of avoiding the evil, it will not 
be wondered at^ that he should succumb. This concession 
once extorted, was ever after suspended in terrorem over his 
head, as a m^ans to turn and bend him to the purposes of his 
superior. Such was the reported character of our new com- 
mander ; and so much of it I but too soon found to be true. 

Shortly after my joining this vessel, in which I found the 
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captain's very name generally execiated, we paid a visit to the 
harbour ot — . Onthe day of our axrival this <^cer, having 
dined with the meaa of the garrison, returned on board be- 
tween five and six bells (half-past ten) in the first watch, evi- 
dently in a high state of excitement from the stimulus he had 
imbibed ; and, summoning the lieutenant, — an acting officer, 
who had charge of the watch, and against whom he entertain- 
ed a pique, — with his usual arrogant tone he proceeded to in- 
terrogate^ him on some extremely minute ^letails of service. 
Aftei a long cross^xammation, pretending to find some efccre- 
pancy or deficiency in his statement, he accused him of igno- 
rance and neglect of duty ; and when the other, conscious of 
the injustice of the charge, respecthilly, but firmly, attempted 
to vindicate himself, he was suspended &om duty, and sent to 
his cabin a prisoner, tor ** publicly on the quarter-deck contra- 
dicting his superior officer.'' Almost at the same moment I 
was myself, on some trifling occasion, placed in. durance ; and 
before midnight there was not a commissioned or wairant offi- 
cer on board who was not in confinement for one or other 
cause, real or imaginary; so that the following morning, there 
being no one to carry on the duty, this worthy was himself 
obliged to turn out and take charge of the decL As usual, 
the sine qua non of pardon was a written acknowledgment 
This, from a sense of honour, and the duty I owed to myself 
I thought it became me to refuse. It was in vain that, when 
this requisition was made, I respectiully remonstrated :^-such 
an appeal to such a jMn was little comprehended, or, if com- 
prehended, produced much worse than no impression, for it 
was construed into an aggravation of my offence ; and I con- 
tinued for some time after a prisoner untd at length circum- 
stances released me without the sacrifice of my honour or con- 
sistency. 

This man possessed a temper so violent, that at times, when 
irritated, he seemed to lose all self-command, dancmg and rav- 
ing about the ship like a madman. 

One day, having chased a small trading vessel under the 
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lee q£ one of our own ialaDds, the maater, either oot hearing 
the muskets that were fired to hring him to^ or desiroos of 
reaehingf his port before dark, did not immediately comply with 
the requisition, and on our coming up he was ordered on 
board. After a volley of the most intemperate language, al- 
though the poor fellow meekly and respectfully endeavoured 
to encase himself he was ordeied to strip ; the hands were 
tamed up for punishment ; and while the poor fellow, in an 
agony of fright at the ignominious &to that awaited him, im- 
plored in the meet abject manner for pardon, he was seized up 
by the wrists to the gangway. Having been thus exposed, and 
his feelings excited to the utmost, he was at length cast off 
without the infliction of the lash. 

All this in the end brought with it a just though lenient 
retribution. Not long after, in the command of some other 
vessel on the home station, pursuing the same line of conduct, 
this individual was superseded from his ship ; and, though 
possessing considerable patronage, he has never since been 
promoted, or employed. 

The oflScer appointed by the Admiralty having at lengtli 
arrived to supersede me, I was permitted, pending my promis- 
ed re-appointment, and in consequence of an invitation from 
the mess, to remain as a supernumerary in the gun-room of 
the L — :- frigate, commanded by a friend with whom I had 
previously sailed, and for^ whose many Jiindnesses I shall ever 
hold myself deeply indebted. In this Ship I remained between 
two and three months* the greater part of which time we 
were stationary at the Saintes with the flag-ship. Before 
quitting this ship, I cannot forbear relating a remarkable in- 
stance of the sagacity of rats, which occurred on board. — 
From time to. time a variety of mess and other articles had 
been missing from the gun-room and cabins, and the loss, from 
the nature of many of the articles, could oiJy be referred to 
theit on the part of some biped employed there. This cir- 
cumstance gave rise to much unpleasant mystery and suspi- 
cion. In vain the strictest look-out and the most extraordi- 
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nazy means were used to detect the delinqaent; not the 
sU^fhtest clue could he traced. At length, to the increaaed 
astonidiment of all, a large iron lat^rap weighing ten or 
twelve pounds, which for Bome time had been baited to thin 
the rata with which the ship abounded, also vanished. As no 
poesible motive could be assigned 6>r purloining such an arti- 
cle, conjectures were exhausted in imagining what could have 
become of it. Subsequently, the ship having been taken into 
dock to undergo a thorough repair, on ripping up the lining in 
the hold, between the timbers in the run of the ship, the whole 
of the missing articles, forming an extensive and heteroge- 
neous magazine, were found. Along with the Remains of 
less durable articles, were to be seen various sorts of crock- 
ery, knives, forks, silver spoons, and several specimens of 
hardware, and among the rest, to the astonishment of all, the 
redoubted trap. But how it found its way there was still the 
theme of wonder; nor could it ever be explained. 

While thus from day to day '* living in hopes," unlooked-for 
circumstances took place, which entirely changed my pros- 
pects. The [commander-in-chief, appointed to the govern- 
ment of one of the recently captured colonies, resigned the 

command of the squadron to Rear-Admiral Sir — 

This was at once a death-b]ow to my hopes of promotion on 
this station ; for, although those on whom I had depended en- 
couraged me to expect every thing from the^ latter officer, to 
whose favourable noti^ it was promised I should be recom- 
mended, the circumscribed patronage, arising from the reduc- 
tion of the fleet, left but a slender foundation on which to 
build future expectations. Thus a second time, within a short 
period, was the prize for which I had so long and so anxiously 
contended wrenched from my grasp— the cup dashed from my 
lips at the moment of fruition. Ye who, having lon^ buflleted 
against the adverse tide of fortune, and who, just attaining 
the haven of your desires, have been hurled l^k by the re- 
turning surge into the wide ocean of uncertiunty, without 
compass or beacon, and have had to take a fresh departure 
and comm^ice your voyage anew, say ! is there under the sun 
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any vexatioa more mortifying, than when for the fintiime, 
after a long probation, yon had at length come to the condosioii 
that you really were somebody, — by a revulsion of iwtune to 
be again forced back to the conviction that, alas! you are, af- 
ter all, nobody 1 To forego the comparative luxuries of the 
ward, or gun-room, and your own snug cabin, for everlasting 
junk and everlasting gloom, rendered ienfi>ld more melancholy 
by a desponding imagination! — to doff the white* wash boards, 
and renship the humble weekly account, while your brother 
mide, o'er whom you so late topped the officer, eye you askance 
with invidious glance; and the ''luffs," scarcely knowing 
whether to consider you as fish or flesh, doubtful of their eti- 
quette, assume an air of forbearance and commiseration'!—^ 
all this is well calculated to remind you of your fidlen con- 
dition, and call to. mind the ill-natured aphorism which insists 
that the best of us are apt to feel something not disagreeable 
in the reverses or misfortunes of our friends. 

However, there was no remedy ; and on the arrival of the 

new commander-in-chief, a vacancy occurring in the J , 

advice-boat, tender to the flag-ship, by the counsel of my friend 
the late secretary, and for want of a better oflbr, I was fain to 
accept this command, and accordingly forthwith received my 
appointment, and joined on the 12th of December, 1809. — 
This vessel, a schooner of between 80 and 90 tons burthen, a 
smarts handsome little craft, built after the model of the Vir- 
ginia pilot-boat, was an excellent ae^/boaX ; and though, as 
usual, encumbered with too much top gear, she sailed like a 
witch. Employed chiefly in carrying despatches to the ships 
of the squadron, and in keeping up the communication of the 
islands, we were continually on the move. Few can form a 
correct idea of the. arduous nature of the task I had now to 
perform. All the details of duty, divided in a larger vessel 
among numerous individuals, were here centered in me alone. 
The only officer beside myself, — the midshipman before men- 
tioned, a supernumerary on promotion,— was so little useful, 
that, for certain cogeiit reasons, it was deemed inexpedient to 
give him charge of a watch; and having no one to share the 
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load of duty and responsibility, I was, ia trntb, "fee totum of 
my little vessel — commander, roaster, boatswain, ganner, car- 
penter, sail-maker, by turns, and sometimes cook. In reality, 
the duty of tbe two former offices were by no means ideal 
For ttie first, .there were the ordinary cares incident to the 
charge, the discipline and the internal economy of the ve- 
ssel ;to which were superadded the confidential commissions 
and orders, sometimes verbal, from die commander-in-chief, 
when sent on various missions to every quarter of the station 
with a thousand others from various individuals, who availed 
themselvesof this opportunity of communicating with the dif- 
ferent islands at which we touched, or procuring from them ar- 
ticles not within- their reaeh cX head-quarters. As to the se- 
cond office, it is only necessary to observe that the same 
skill and process were in general as requisite here as in a 
fiigate ; nearly the same degree of science and local know- 
ledge being necessary for both, with indeed an additional de- 
gree of vigilance on board so ** ticklish'* a class of vessels to 
g^uard against contingencies in squally or bad weather. For 
the space ot nearly two years, in which I commanded this 
vessel, numerous were the stirring incidents and the hair- 
breadth escapes consequent on a life of such vicissitude and 
rapid locomotion. A general sketch, however, of these may 
spare the monotony of much detail. 

Arriving perchance firom some distant quarter, scarcely 
would the anchor b^ at the ground, when pre^ng des- 
patches from the admiral or the commander-in-chief of the 
forces would again^ send ifs packing firom head-quarters. — 
Under a press of sail the whole night, we would probably 
reach Martinique early the following day; here landmg *' in 
spite of wind or weather," waiting on the governor, and 
fulfilling all the objects of our mission, by noon again would 
the anchor be apeak, and the evening would find us at sup- 
per at Dominica ; the foUowing morning, three hundred miles 
on the way, breakfiisting with the president of Montserrat ; 
by sunset at Nevis ; the next day dining at St Kitt*a, sup- 
ping at St Eustatius, and not many hours after among the 
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Danes^ of St Croix or St Thointa,or the Sptniards of Porto 
Rico. This was the sort of Hfe I led. At seainbad weath- 
er, or . indeed at any time when near the land, having no 
one to whom I could confide the navigation, my presence on 
deck was so continually necessary that repose was out of the 
question. More than once on such occasions has a brief ab- 
sence o£ a few minutes nearly involved us'all in destruction. 
On one of these occasions, when bound with despatches for 
Antigua, during the tremendous gale which committed such 
lavages in that island in 1811, a few leagues to windward of 
the north end of the island of DcHninica, we parted our main 
mast close to the deck, aud found it expedient to bear up un- 
der the lee of Mariagalante, and make for the passage be- 
tween Deseada and the south east extremity of Grande Terre, 
called Point Chateau. Having kept the deck until about 
10 p. M., when (the latter point being by the light of the moon 
clearly discernible, and the passage well open on the lee bow,) 
and imagining it impossible that any mistake could occur, I 
ventured below to take some refreshment. I had been ab- 
sent not more than a quarter of an hour, when, returning 
on deck and looking out ahead, I found we were running 
two or three points to leeward of our course, into a deep be^y, 
the two extremities of which (the intermediate land being low 
and scarcely visible) had been mistaken for the passage; 
whereas the point we had to weather was broad on the weath- 
er bow. At this moment we were going at the rate of nine 
or ten knots an hour, the wind a-beam, blowing a hard gale, 
and a tremendous sea setting into the bay. One minute 
more and our destruction was inevitable. To work offshore 
would have been out of the question under such circum- 
stances; with only a lore-sail, the vessel would not have 
stayed. It was therefore neck or nothing with us. Haul- 
mg close to the wind, we just managed to bring her nose a 
little to windward of the rugged point which it was neces- 
sary to weather, over which the sea was breaking in moun- 
^ms of foam. It was an aw^ and ahxious moment ; the 
least change of wind, or the smallest inattention at the 
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helm, might have heen fatal. The hour, was near midnight 
Ab the sea roared and the wind howled through the rig- 
ging, and the spray heat ^yer the vessel, each stood in si- 
lent suspense ; while rocks lifted their black heads over the 
retreating surge, and became visible every now and then, 
as the moon emerged from the swiftly fleeting cloud. Scarce 
a whisper was heard, as we passed through the white foam 
of the breakers, near enough to toss a biscuit on shore. Thus 
we passed to windward of these castellated craga But when 
these were fairly on our lee quarter, a simultaneous excla- 
mation of joy and satisfaction burst from all on board, added 
to deserved praises of ihe gallant ^Uittle barky" that had 
achieved her task so well ; and, indeed, to the excellent fast- 
' sailing and weatherly qualities of our schooner we were solely 
indebted for our preservation ; not one vessel in a thousand 
would have carried us through it as she did. Built at Hon- 
duras, of the best materials, (save her fastenings, which were 
iron,) her decks and planking were of <cedar, and her timbers 
and beams of an indigenous hard wood as tough as box. — 
She was captured not long after being launched, purchased 
into the service, and for the first time coppered. Either from 
carelessness, or that deplorable ignorance and want of sci- 
ence so often evinced by the beads as well as the subordinates 
in the building departments of our dock-yards, instead <^ re- 
fastening her previously to putting on the copper, she was 
coppered over the iron; — an incongruity, the singular ef- 
fects of which, "as they subsequently^ nearly proved fatal to 
us, are worthy remark. She had not yet nm above four 
years, when a fbw months after my appointment to her, (m 
our way from Barbadoes to the Saintes, in a stormy gale and 
heavy sea, she suddenly sprung a leak, which required the 
constant use of the pumps to keep her free until we reached 
our destination. On stripping off the copper, ihe leak was 
found to proceed from the starting of a plank, the iron fasten- 
ings of which were decayed; and as there was reason to 
suppose that this was general, the necessity for an entire 
re-fastening was evident, and we were accordingly despatched 
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to Barbadoes for that purpose. With the pumpe coostantly 
goingt V6 reached this island ; when* on heaving down in 
the careenage, and stripping off the copper, we were astcmiah- 
edat the condition of her bottom. The decomposition of the 
iron, firom the chemical acticm of the copper and the sea^wa- 
ter, was in many places so complete, that nothing but a soft 
blue mud remained in the place of the bolts and ftstenings 
of some of the planks; which latter were only retained in 
their jdaces by the oakum and the copper. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Trinidad. Dragontl* MotUhs, Serpents^ Mouths, Rol- 
lers, Beautiful scenery. Earthquake, Pitch Lake, — 
Port d'Espagne, Voyage across the Chdf to Cfuayra, 
Scenery, Patriots, Patriotic dinner. Reflections, De- 
scription of Guayra, Gv3f of Paria, Singular colour 
of the waters. Leak, and hopeless situation in a gale. 
A character. Arrival at Martinico, Hair breadth es- 
cape. 

In the month oi June we were sent down to Trinidad with 
dispatches for the governor, and orders for the naval com- 
mander on that station. The course, or rather hearing, from 
Carlisle Bay to the Bocas del Draco, the northern passage to 
the Gulf of Paria, at the north-east angle of which is situa- 
ted the capital. Port d'Espagne, is about south-west by south; 
but on account of the strong current always setting to lee- 
ward along the coast, it is necessary to keep a point or two 
(according to the circumstances of wind or weather) to wind- 
ward of this course The rate of the currents vanes however 
so much, that it is at all times difficult to hit with precision 
any specfied point We left Barbadoes with a strong gale uid 
thick hazy weather, and early on the second morning de- 
scried the land. — Finding ourselves, when day-light appear- 
ed, beyond all calculation far to windward of our reckoning, 
Point Galera, the north-east or weathermost extremity of 
the island being broad on the lee bow, I determined, in order 
to avoid the delay sometimes occasioned in light winds by 
the sluice-like current of the Dragons' Mouths, and the 
working up to the town consequent on this route,- to proceed 
by the passages (not often essayed by vessels of burthen) cal- 
led the Serpents' Mouths formed by certain islets between 
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Point Yeaqae, the aouth-^west extremity of Triaidad, and 
that part of the coast oi Guiana where the Orinoco diaem* 
bogties itself by nameroua branches. With this view, coasting 
along the east side of the island, we at length opened the 8u« 
perb vista fbrmed by the south shore of Trinidad and the op- 
posite coast of the continent of South America ; the former 
rising in mountains from the sea, and developing, as hill and 
valley successively opened upsn us, all the rich and wild var 
riety and luxuriance of Nature in her infancy ; the low shores 
of the latter, intersected by the mighty arms* of the mon- 
arch of the streams, contracting its dim and broken outline, 
until the converging shores (doubtless once connected) are 
only separated by a strait or succession of passages formed by 
several small sandy islets. The principal mouths of the Orin- 
oco empty themselves here; and the confluence of these 
torrent streams with the constant set from to windward, and 
the swell of the ocean rolling on in never«easing motkm over 
the wide Tx)som of the Atlantic, give rise to phenomena <Hily 
to be experienced where such mighty causes are in opera- 
tion. On rounding Point Galeota, Uie south-east point of 
Trinidad at the entrance (^ the chknneltwe first arrived with- 
in the unlooked-for influence of these. Instead iji smooth 
water, as I had expected, we found ourselves involved in one 
of the most frightful mountain seas I ever encountered. Ev- 
ery wave threatened to ingulf us. Never having up to this 
moment met with any one who had essayed this route, I had 
been ignorant of these rollers. Except to those who may 
have been tossed in a Massula boat, on the surf at Madras 
it is quite impossiUe to give an idea of these stupendous bil- 
lows : their aspect was perfectly appalling. We were in from 
twelve to fifteen fathoms water ; and as mountain after moun- 
tain, elevating their huge crests over our mastpheads, rol- 
led on in quick succession as if in pursuit of our little craft 
which was scudding at the rate of nino or ten knots before the 
^le, I .every moment expected either to strike the ground or 
be overwhelmed, and would willingly have receded ; but the 
attempt to haul our wind with that intention might probably 
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liave been &tal. Keeging the. southern shore of Trinidad 
on board, we at length got oat of their reach, experiencing 
one of thoee sudden transitions, as striking as agreeable, which 
seamen alone essay, frran the terrific turbulence of a stormy 
sea, to the serenity of a perfect calm. This channel, from 
Point Galeota to the Serpents, extends about twenty-two 
leagues. About three f. k. we reached the latter passages. 
When in midrchannel in one of these passsges, I was surpris- 
ed by a shock similar to that of a vessel striking the ground ; 
but as the lead, which was down in an instanf; gave us no 
less than six &thoms, the sensation could only be attributed 
to an earthquake, whicht &ough an ordinary occurrence 
enough, was, under all the circumstances; an odd coincidence. 

The following morning we reached Port d'£spagne, the 
emporium oi the island. This is situated at the apex of the 
north«east angle of the Gulf of Paria, and is one of the finest 
towns in the Kngliah West-India colonies. The streets are 
wide, and laid out at right angles ; and the house being of 
a considerable elevation, substantially built, and in a superior 
style, gives the whole a most respectable appearance. Trin- 
idad is one of the largest, most fertile, and most beautiful of the 
Antilles. - It is full of forester with a profusion of every variety 
oithe finest woods, some tor ornament, others for ship-building. 
It is difficult to convey an idea of the enchanting scenery of 
this island, and the shores of the superb inland sea, (two sides 
of which it environs,} to those who have only witnessed the 
tame outline, however lovely in its way,af £higlish landscape. 
The painter alone can furnish a faint image of the scenes 
here presented to the eye. On the west side of the island, 
a few leagues south of Port d'Espagne, is situated that singu- 
lar natural phenomenon, the Pitch Lake. On visiting this 

island in the N , in 1806, an excursion was made to this 

quarter, with a view to explore it, though unluckily no one of 
this party was possessed of the necessary degree of inclina- 
tion or scientific knowledge for researches calculated to throw 
any new light on this anomaly of the works of Nature. As 
is but too generally the cas6, the litUe time that could be 
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spured from the dutlee of the ship, after r ciinory g]aace». was 
devoted to regaling, the party being entertained by a wor- 
thy proprietor in the neighbourhood. This immense field, 
literally of mineral pitch, is three or four miles in circomier- 
ence, and of unknown depdi. It is intersected by frequent 
chasms and crevices filled with water, some of which are said 
to be unfathomable. The suHace, which, firom the decomposi* 
tion of vegetable matter and the action of the atmosphere^ has 
an ashy appearance, is dotted in many places wilh patches 
covered with long grass and shrubs; these are the haunts of 
birds of the most beautifiil plumage. Though this mass of 
pitch is in general sufficiently hard to bear any weight, it re* 
ceives the impression of the foot, and in dry hot weather is 
sometimes so yielding, that heavy substances sink and are 
enveloped by it Alligators are numerous in this part oi the 
island^ though none were met with in this visit 

After a pleasant sojourn of two or throe days, during which 
I was hoepitiibly. entertained by the governor-general, at the 
government mansion, delightfully situated a mile or two from 
the town, ^e quitted Portd*£^pagne on our way to the Vene- 
zuelan town of Guayra, on the opposite shore, or western 
continental boundary, of- the Gulf of Paria. ^ These waters 
form an irregular oblong square of between seventy and eighty 
miles from east to west in length, and fifty from north to sooth, 
bounded to the south and west by the continent of South Amer- 
ica, to the east by Trinidad, and to the north 1^ a mountain- 
ous peninsalar ridge of ^e former^ which extends in a line 
nearly due east, and is separated fh>m a similar arm stretch- 
ing forth to the latter (to which it has all the appearance of hav- 
ing been once joined) by the Harrow straits called the Bocas 
clel Dracoj^or Dragons' Mouths. Through these channels the 
waters, owing to the debouchure of several of the mouths of 
the Orinoco into the Gul^ continually rush with the torrent 
rapidity of a mill-stream, requiring a strong breeze to stem it 
and so great is the current all along the coast, that if once driv- 
en to leewaid m light winds, in a dull-sailing vessel, it be- 
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oomes a work of labour, as well as time, to get to wind- 
ward again. 

Among the varieties peculiar to sea life, nothing is more 
agreeable than exploring seas, harbours, or coasts little known 
or frequented. Thus novelty itnd the beauties of the mag- 
nificent panorama which on all sides met the eye, under a sky 
of unclouded azure, gave to oar voyage to the great continent 
all the charms of a pleasure excursion. As we glided along 
smoothly though rapidly over the placid waters before a gentle 
top-gallant breeze, the eye alternately dwelt on some of the 
finest scenes in nature ; — to the north-east, the mountains of 
Trinidad, covered to iheir extremest height by their tufted 
foliage, the ever-green mangroves fringing their margin, a for. 
est rising from the sea ; to the north, the Dragons* Mouths, and 
the verdant islets that form them ; and, seen in the west, the 
lofty Sierra de Paria, their blue summits lost in the clouds.— 
To Europeans the first view of this fine country, with its no- 
ble rivers, its giant mountains, and protuse vegetation, is sub- 
lime. Our imaginaticm was moreover excited by the great 
and interesting events of which this proportion of the New 
World had so recently become the arena. But a few months 
had elapsed since the natives of this extensive empire, who had 
for ages submitted to the most degrading despotism, suddenly 
awakening as from a dream, had shaken off the incubus that 
oppressed them, and had dared at length to look their tyrants 
in the fiice, assert their prerogatives, ai^d vindicate the long 
withheld ri^ts of humanity. We were therefore naturally 
curious to observe how the in&nt tree of liberty, so recently 
germinating in a soil and clime hitiierto considered so uncon- 
genial, flourished in the embryo republic. 

Among the Guayrans the arrival of a vessel wearing a pen- 
dant, and the sight of a British officer, were events of suffi- 
ciently rare occurr^ice to constitute an epoch ; and they 
received us most cordially. We found them still reeling 
under the intoxicating excitement of the first respiration of the 
air of fireedom. " Libertad" was every where the word. A 
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public dinner, at wliich the authorities and heads of the 
cominiinity of the town and neighbouring district assisted, 
yvBjB given to us on the occasion. Patriotic sentiments, toasts 
and songs, vociferated in full chorus, with an energy that 
made ^ the welkin ring,** were of course the order of the day. 
Ab these rang upon our ears in successive peals until late in 
the day, on casting my eyes around the festive board, and 
surveying the assembled group, I could not help being struck 
v^ith the apparent want of connexion^ between cause and 
effect And if it had been fair to draw inferences of the 
tnoral and physical attributes of a whole population, of an 
extensive empire, from those of a small remote district, I should, 
in spite of all this flourishing, have trembled for the sacred 
cause. With the exception of the commandant, a good 
looking young man, and one or two others, among the 
whole of the party, as well as those I Saw in the town, 
but few traits characteristic of physical or moral energy 
were visible. Instead of beings likely to redeem the pledg- 
es held forth by the lofty sentiments so vehemently uttered, 
to buckle on their armour, to fight the good fight to the 
cry of *' war to the toife," as many of their countrymen have 
subsequently done, the decrepitude and debility of age seemed 
in the majority to have unfitted them for any kind of action 
or strenuous exertion. Struck with the incongruity, and 
wondering what could have become of all the young men, 
could not help imparting my ideas on the subject to an indi- 
vidual of the United States, who was settled there as a mer- 
chant ; and the solution of the mystery which he gave me, 
taught me how little external appearance in this part of the 
world is to be depended on. The Creole descendants of Eu- 
ropeans in general are distinguishable by a delicacy of ap- 
pearance and want o^ fireshness even in extreme youth, and 
they prematurely assume all the external characteristics 
of age. This is in. a great measure owing to the climate, 
in which the race of both sexes evidently degenerates. In 
this instance, however, according to my informant, who was 
well acquainted with the biography, public and private, of 
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the greater part (^ the guests assembled on this occasion, li- 
centious habits had assisted in accelerating the march of 
Time, who had so heavily and unsparingly laid his hand of 
their persons that the greater part, who oxdy numbered no 
more Ihan about thirty years, might well have passed for sexa- 
genarians From what I have seen, land much more that I 
have learned from individuals possessing information on the 
subject, I deem it more than doubtful that the C<dombians 
would have wrought out their independence of themselves, 
without external aid. At all events, after such an example, 
tlie lovers of liberty, wherever they may exist,^ or however 
hopeless may be their prospects, need never despair.^ Never 
were such mighty results produced by apparently such inad- 
equate means. At the commencement of the struggle, there 
seemed neither in the physical nor moral aspect of th^ peo- 
ple any thing from which to anticipate a successftil terminal 
tion of it Prostrate under tjie foot of a giant despotism, ti 
seemed scarcely possible they could assume the attitude they 
have subsequently exhibited. Yet, impotent ap they appeared, 
we have seen them shake off the heavy yoke in despite of 
the organized efibrts of their poissant oppressors. 

After all, it is to be doubted whether liberty was not precipi- 
tated before the people were prepared'to receive it A fii- 
vourable conjuncture of circumstances in the old world; the 
" march of intellect," (the affected jest, and real terror of 
those who profit by the ignorance of their fellow men,) and 
particularly the motal and physical decrepitude of the mother 
country, prematurely ignited the train, which spread in one 
vast flame from one extremity to the other of the new world. 
That the people were not morally prepared for liberty is evi- 
dent, from the anarchy and division every where prevailing 
among them at this moment A mass of people who had so 
long been sunk in every species of political and moral degra- 
dation by the operation of long existing causes, and who had 
been kept down by that moral steam-engine of despotism, 
the Inquisition — an engine alike fatal tp arts, science, and ev- 
ery kind of knowledge— could not in a moment be regene- 
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rated. Political changes, to be lasting, dioald be gradual — 
'*on1y so much should be attempted as the neceasities of the 
times require, and the state of public opinion warxants.** — 
Even at the present moment, it is but the reflecting and en- 
lightened few who can be made to comprehend and appre- 
ciate the spirit of ^freedom, the mutual rights of men, and 
the best forms of society in all its minute ramiiications and 
bearings. The prejudices of an age will not give way to the 
arguments of an hour, however, they may be based in truth. 

Cruayra, though the principal town of a large district, and 
carrying on a considerable trade with Trinidad and other 
parts, is but a miserable place. Its site is the extremity of the 
extensive plains reaching from the loot of the lofty ridge ex« 
tending in a westerly direction to the Gulf of Caricco, called 
the Sierra de Paria. Judging finom the immediate environs 
of the ^town (which, so far as I had time and opportunity for 
obeervation, appeared yet in all the wild luxuriance of nature 
covered with forest and brush-wood,) little of all this superb 
tract, abounding in the richest soil and capable of unlimited pro- 
duction, appeared cultivated. The houses for the most part 
are built of clay or mud. One long wide desolate street, cross* 
ed by a few smaller, extends up from the beach, on which 
there is no landing place, although a heavy surf, highly danger- 
ous to boats, at all times beats. 

On returning across the gulf, I remarked a peculiarity in the 
colour of these waters which I had never observed before, or 
seen noticed by others. Near the centre of the gulf the sur- 
face all around us appeared of a blood-red'colour."' This is 
probaj>ly occasioned by certain ochreous earths brought down 
by the Orinoco or other rivers emptying themselves into this 
basin, or by animalculee ; but the principal cause appears to 
be the refraction of light on the mass; for repeated trials made 
on a portion drawn in a bucket, showed that the suffusion of 



'* May not the colour and consequent name of that sea 80 celebrated in Di- 
vine History as the scene of the memo r able catsatrophe of the Egyptian mon< 
arch and his' hosts, be referable to ^lesame causes, whatever ihoE« causes 
may he 1 
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(xdouring matter, if any, was too slight to be detected in the 
bucket, and when poured fironha tumbler, the water a^ieared 
perfectly limpid. 

Off Grenada we picked up a small coasting craft which had 
drifted out to sea, and for which, on towing it into SLCreorge's 
we received a handsome salvage. 

Not long after this trip to Terra Firma, on out way to join 
the flag-ship at Fort Royal, Martinico, we experienced anoth- 
er of those hair-breadth escapes, which it is so peculiarly the 
lot of sailors more than any other class of men lo -essay, and 
more than one striking instance of which 1 have already re- 
corded. Looking into Carlisle bay, on our return from a visit 
made to various iskuids with dispatches, in expectation <^ 
finding the admiral, we quitted that anchorage late in the^even* 
ing^ the wind blowing a heavy gale. . About one a^'m. I was 
aroused by the officer having charge of the deck, who in the 
harried accents of alarm (though, as will be seen, most intre^ 
pid fellow) besought me to come on deck without a moment's 
delay, as the vessel had sprung a leak ; that the 'tween decks 
were already afloat, and. that she was &st filling. As may be 
supposed,! did not wait to make my toilet : out of bed I flew, 
and on deck I bounded in an instant ^ and, O ye landsmen, 
what a scene! I should have liked to have a few of you by 
my side at that moment : above all, ow penny-wise, and econ- 
omical friend Joseph, and a few others, who are striving so 
hard to curtail the ** hardy tar," so prodigal of his blood, <in 
order that these same " gentlemen of England may live at 
home at ease,'*) of their scanty pittance, so dearly earned 
amid dangers, alarms, and every kind of hardship and priva- 
tion. It was an awful night: no mOon. It blew a heavy gale 
and as the straining vessel plunged through the brine over 
a mountain sea white with foam, the wind (a little abaft the 
beam) howled dismally through the riggings—the spray, as we 
flew along at the rate of nine or ten knots an hour, flying in 
successive showers over the decks — 

" One wide water all aroand U8, ' 
All above but one black iky." 
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The whole of the crew (the watch below having all mustered 
on deck) were assembled abaft the main-mast, silent, and 
confounded with the apparent awful certainty of immediate 
and inevitable destruction. 'Twas a trying moment . How- 
ever, to encourage others, I at once felt the necessity of set- 
ting an example c^ confidence, which I was, however, hi from 
leeling. The water, which on turning out I found to have 
reached the cabin platform much higher than the foremost 
parts of the deck, made me fully alive to our desperate situar 
tion. The first thing I did was to set the pumps going, and to 
take in the close-reefed fore-sail ; but the men were so- stupi- 
fied and bewildered, that it was with considerable difficulty 1 
could get them to move, only one or two of them apparently 
retaining their accustomed alacrity and self possession. With 
these I repaired below, in order to ascertain by the state and 
direction of the leak what was next to be done. Proceeding 
forward under the ham^iocks, and through the water, surging 
from side to side, and already ankle-deep over the deck, we 
asceitained at once the precise source and full extent of our 
critical situation. Immediately under the fore-foot, on the 
larboard and (ott the tack on which we were standing) the lee- 
bow, we found the water gushing in with a noise and velocity 
that gave us reason to suppose her bows had opened, and that 
in spite of the pumps, before we could get at the leak by cut- 
ting away the lining and part of the deck, the vessel would 
inevitably fill. While thus buaed below, I gave orders to 
wear, hoping, by bringing her close to the wind on the contra^ 
ry tack in the intervals of her pitching, to bring the leak 
higher out of the water. In performing this operation, a part 
of the crew had sought a comparative shelter from the suc- 
cessive seas breaking over the bows abaft the mast. These for 
the first time discovered that the small bower-anchor usually 
secured by the Sues over the gunwale was no longer to be 
seen. It now appearedthat this anchor,by the heavy pitching 
of the vessel, chafed through the shank painter, disengaged 
itself from the gun-wale, and was suspended from the cat- 
head only by the stopper under the bows, and that, acting like 
a battering-ram, it had dug a large hole in the latter. '* A cor- 
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rect knowledge of the disease is one ha]f its cure/^ . As the 
case was urgent, for we had not a moment to spare, it occurred 
to us to attempt to get at the leak on^de. This, though a 
sort of forlorn hope Ibr the indiyidual who might attempt to 
execute, was no sooner suggested than it was readilly under- 
taken hy the intrepid Edwarda • This fine fellow, secured by 
fbpes over the hows, firom which he was suspended, amid the 
hufieting of the surge, that threatened to drown or dash him 
to pieces, succeeded in stuffing with his feet a hammock and 
some bedding into the hole, in a manner sufficient to arrest 
the ingress of water until m<xe effectual means could be 
taken. 

• 

Some of the traits of E.'s character furnished tin amusing il- 
lustration of the whimsical peculiarity of the genus of which 
he was a genuine specimen. With that reckless contempt 
of danger which would have prompted^ him to put his head 
into the UKNith of a twenty-four pounder, if duty, the orders 
of his superior, or, as I vqrily believe, the defiance of his mess- 
mates had dared him to it, he united that unfortunate pro- 
pensi^, too often connected with many generous qualities, an 
invincible attachment to *' strong waters." In short, '^ 'twas 
Bill's larboard and starboard." Bill ** swore there was nothing 
like grog." But keep this out of his reach, and you might 
mould him to any thing ; for he was naturally one of the most 
cheerful and best tempered fellows in existence, the life and 
fun of the whole crew. With the grog-bottle under his lee, he 
became totally unmanageable, and was fit for nothing. One 
day, when I was ordered off to sea in a great hurry, I was delay- 
ed by the boat, which was on shore under Edwards's orders, 
completmg the water. On repairing to the spot I found him 
quite drunk, and the rest of the boat's crew in little better 
condition. However, 1 pardoned him once more, but gave him 
to understand it would.be the last time.. Seeing that it would 
not do to try the experiment again, yet knowing the impoten- 
cy of his own resolution to withstand the temptation which 
the numerous opportunities of indulgence afiS>rded, without 
some unusually strong obligation to refrain, stranger even than 
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tlie dread of puniaiiment or disgrace, — ^the idea suggested it- 
self of binding himself by an oath to eschew all fluids strong- 
er than water, for a limited period : for, as he observed, ** if 
he 'was to die for it, he must have a thimble full now and then." 
Accordingly, he was formally sworn by his messmates, on the 
sacred volume, to abstain from all strong drink neat or diluted, 
for the space of a month.— This oath I have reason to know 
was most religiously kept While we remained together I 
had no more trouble with him on the score of drunkenness. At 
the end of the stipulated period he obtained a day's leave, in 
which doubtless he did his best to bring up " the lee-way ;" 
and the following day he renewed his engagement. This 
hi^h sense of the sacred obligation of an oath is general among 
seamen, and may serve to show the strongv though apparently 
superficial, sentiment of religion which pervades them. 

On our arrival the following day at Port Royal, we were 
taken into careenage. On careenmg to repair the' leak, we 
had an opportunity of contemplatmg the full extent of the 
danger we had escaped. The hole in the bows was nearly 
large enough to creep into; five -minutes' delay would have 
sent us to the bottom. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Description ofMartinico, Fort Royai, St. Pierre. Ludi^ 
crous adventure. Hurridanes. Critical situation^ and 
providenti€d preservation from foundering. Tour of the 
island of St. Eusfatius ; description of it. DeviTs Punch 
bowl. St. Martin's. Virgin Islands. Porto Rico, SL 
Juan's. Theatre, Fort\fications. Spanish dinner. Wo- 
men. Chase and escape from a guspidotis brig. Whales. 
Dangers from them. The Thresher. 

Martinico is deservedly reckoned one pf the most beautiful 
and most productive of the Antilles. Taken from its north- 
west to its south-east extremity, ft is fitly miles in length, and 
about seventeen in breadth. From the number and excel- 
lence of its bays and harboarSi it is peculiarly adapted to 
trade. On its south and west coasts are high and deep moun- 
tains, irregular ramifications which cross the general chain, 
and project into the sea,T**fbrming those deep bays, called by 
the French Cuts de SaCf for which the island is remarkable. 
It produces in abundance sugar, oofl^ee, cassia, cotton, indigo^ 
cocoa, ginger, and tobacco. - 

Fort Royal, the principal town, is situiTted on a neck of low 
land on the north side of a noble bay or harbour, which is ca- 
pable of anchoring all the navies of Europe. This harbour 
is near the middle of the west side of the island. Fort Royal 
is a large, clean, and well-built town, the streets intersecting 
each other at right angles; and i)Oth here and at St Pierre's 
the houses have more a European air than those of any of our 
English colonies. On the heights at the back of the town 
are the extensive fortifications of Fort Hessaix, (subsequently 
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Boiirbon,) and to the eastward, on a^mall peninsula fbrming 
the careenage, are those of Fort Edward. I visited both 
these shortly after thesurrender of the island, and was aston- 
ished at the apparent strength of the works, particularly of 
the former, which T should imagine capable of an obstinate 
and protracted resistance. , This is situated on and covers 
a lofly eminence, overlooking the town. It is of an irregular 
pentagonal form, following the outline of the ground, and 
mounted at the time of its capitulation one Jiundred and 
twenty cannon and mortars. The harbour, besides other 
batteries, is defended at its entrance by a remarkable rock, 
or Islet aux Bamiers, or Pigeon Island of the English : this 
is strongly fortified. 

St. Pierrots, the second town in the Island, is built at the 
foot of precipitous hills, on a narrow strip of land terming 
the beach, seven leagues north-west of Fort Royal : three long 
streets run parallel to this, crossed by others at right angles. 
Here, if it were not now and then fw a glimpse of the 
vegetation which characterises tropical scenery, one might 
well imagine himself in the French provincial towns of the 
second or third class. The cause seems to be this: the French 
unlike our restless countrymen, deliberately expatriating 
themselves, and once established, consider the West Indies 
as their homes ; and have none of those dissatisfied longings 
to return to Europe which characterise the Englishmen, who, 
with few exceptions, regard the colonies as temporary abodes, 
where they are unwilling to remain any longer than neces- 
sity compels them. In our islands .even the Creoles speak 
of England as their home, though they may have never vis- 
ited it 

St. Pierre's is well watered ; numerous limpid streams 
pour down from the hills at the back of the town, refresh- 
ing the air, and are conducted in channels through every 
street. 

The only anchorage is an open roadstead, which afiTords 
Uttla or no shelter for ships. According to returns made to 
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the • House of CkimmoDS ia 1810, the population of the island 
was as foUows : slaves, 78^77 ; free people of colour, 3630 ; 
whites, 9206. 

* 

While at Port Royal, the governor, Lieutenant-General 
Sir C****, having occasion for our services, we received 
on board the barrack-master aud another officer, and proceed- 
ed round to the bay or harbour of St. Marie, in the south- 
east quarter of the island, to inspect the site of and make ar- 
rangements for the erection of an intended barrack. While 
employed on this duty a ludicrous adventure occurred, which 
as it made some noise at the moment, I shall relate. We 
reached the anchorage, a well-sheltered though extremely 
shallow Cttiete #ic, about three in the aflemootr, and soon af- 
ter myself and two^passengers landed at the beautiful and 
romantic village situated at its head, and from which it 
takes its name. Leaving my two friends atthe village, £ bad 
not long returned on board in the evening, a little before 
dusk, when I was aroused by an unusual fracas alongside, 
and immediately after I was summoned oh deck by the per- 
son having charge of the wjoitch. 

Here I saw at the distance of a few paces opposite the 
gangway, standing in the stern sheets of a large canoe rowed 
by eight or ten nesrroes, a tally meagref hatchet-faced, be- 
whiskered hero ; the upper part of bis physiognomy lost in 
&n enormous cocket hat: saddled between two immense gold 
epaulets, the nether members ingulfed in a pair, of mili- 
tary boots reaching nearly to his middle. This personage 
was vituperating in French with all the vchem^ence and ges- 
ticulation of a genuine Gascon. So fierce-looking a figure 
had rarely been seen since the supposed days of the redoubt- 
ed Orlando Furioso^ and, but for a trifling incongruity be- 
tween his language and address and his outward man, f 
might have taken him for a field-marshal at least. This 
great officer however turned out to be neither more nor less 
than a lieutenant in the militia o€ the district, with, I believe, 
the loeal rank of command^t of a. small fort tiiat defended 
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the harbour. From what we could gather oat of the fosilhide 
of abuse and declamatioo, which he continued to pour in on 
us, he^ had come off to vindicate his little brief authority, 
and bully us for some dereliction of homage, and respect 
For my own part, never having dreamt of meeting so 
magnificent a personage in so remote a comer of the island 
my etiquette was completely at fiatilt Having given him io 
understand that attention would be paid to any communication 
he might have to make in a proper manner, but that it was 
not the usage on board his Majesty's vessels to transact 
business through the speaking-trumpet; and that he must eith- 
er come on board or go about his business ; ho became per- 
fectly outrageous, and swore we were no king's vessel, but 
some fiibustier, or contrabandier. The laughter of some of 
the men, — for Jack dearly loves fun, and the scene was so 
highly ridiculous, that il might have defied gravity itself to 
restrain merriment, — added fresh fuel to the fire; and he 
now absolutely screamed with choler. While this edifying 
colloquy was going t)n, the canoe had gradually edged along- 
side, and the officer, still in an erect position, was holding 
on by the rigging or channels of the vessel. Thinking the 
joke had been carried quite &r enough, and no attetotion being 
paid to my repeated invitation to come on board or shove 
ofi^ by way of intimidation 1 ordered the sentry to pifesent 
The latter immediately pointed bis musket directly into the 
boat: this manceuvre, preceded by the sound of cocking, crea- 
ted such a panic among the boatmen, that they shoved off in 
a trice, and the sudden movement not being foreseen by 
their commander, the latter lost his equilibrium, and went 
over the side into the water. Owing to the confusion, and 
the boat having by the impetus of shoving off acquired con- 
siderable way, he continued floundering about for some seconds, 
before he was rescued* The sedative effects of this bath, 
however, produced miracles; he was no sooner hauled in, than, 
shaking his feathers, he gave a withering look at the inauspi- 
cious cause of his disaster, and pulled on shore without ano- 
ther word. Anticipating that the affair would not rest here, I 
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bad rwen at day«bre«k the fellomnf moniuig, and was just 
fltepping into the boat for the ahorot to concert meefiaree 
with Captain D. and myooUeagaee, when the former, with a 
very serious c9untenanoe» made his appearance on board. I 
had anticipated the purport of bis visit, but was by qo means 
prepared for bis statement By this it appeared that our aquat- 
ic friend (who, it seems, was highly connected) had, eubee- 
quently to his ducking, repaired to the prefect, to whom he 
had rendered an account so distorted and exaggerated, of 
*Hhe indignity he had experienced" the preceding evening, 
as to arouse the indignation of the aii^thorities, and to set the 
whole commune in commotion. Among other things^ he 
swore he was knocked overboard by the sentry, was in the 
water a whole half hour, and had to swim for his life, with- 
out any effort being made to rescue him from his perilous 
state ; in shorts the version he gave of the affair eclipsed 
Falstaff's buckram adventure: so ^at when I told' my own 
simple unadorned story, D ■ seemed scarcely to give ere - 
dence to it We went on shore, and at the house of the may- 
or or prefect found all the parties, with solemn looks, await- 
ing our arrival. So much had these been prepossessed, that 
they seemed scarcely disposied to listen to me, and I was 
given to understand that a full and ample apology to the 
individual ** whose life had been in. danger, and honour outra- 
ged,*' could alone prevent the charge being laid before the 
governor, or tojivert a hostile meeting, . 

My statement, however, gave a very different complex- 
on to the business, — which ended in our Gascon being com- 
pelled to make the amende to Twe— or rather to- the flag 
which he had insulted — instead of receiving such a conces- 
sion at my hands. 

The hurricane season, which usually occurs in- the months 
of August and September, had once more returned. These 
terrible visitations, the scourge of tropical countries, are 
generally preceded by certam well known signs. An omin- 
ous serenity and dead cahn prevails. Through the hazy at- 



moaphereitlie aon, moon and sran appear larger. The nkj 
suddenly beoomeeoTercast; and while yet bat little wind is 
stirring, a hollow mountain sea, — ^reflecting the inky hoe of the 
dense masses of lowering black clouds, which are tinged near 
the horizoD with a fiery red,— -rolls along, crossing and 
breaking from all points the compass. At len^ the wind 
rages and roars, and the rain descends in a delnge. In short, 
the whole fiice of nature becomes changed — and what a 
change ! In the uncertain and fickle regions of the north, 
the partial and frequent transitions from fair to fbul, and 
from foul to fair, make but little impression. In the glowing 
climes of the orange, the citron, and the pine, the contrast of 
the Gorgon visage of personified ugliness with the lovely 
smiling countenance of youth and beauty, is scarcely greater 
than the dark and threatening aspect and angry contention 
of the ;elements after a long interval of serene weather. — 
The refiractive qualities of the atsmosophere are so different, 
as to alter the apparent distance of objects ; the outline 
and colouring of the land become so changed, that you would 
scarcely recogqise it. In the fatal track, nothing can resist 
the fury of these hurricanea Birds are swept away like 
featiiers into the ocean, and the aquatic fowl are carried to 
the shore, or instinctively lieek refuge on ship-board, x>t 
cling to whatever they can lay hold of Houses are 
thrown down, trees torn up by their roots, and whole districts 
desolated. However incredible it may appear, it is a fact 
vouched for by authority which cannot be doubted, that, in 
the great hurricane of 1768, (I think) some heavy gims in a 
hattery at St Annes, Barbadoes, were actually blown over 
the parapet" This devastation, however, be it observed, is 
generally partial. Sometimes one whole island, sometimes 
only a district is ravaged, the rest experiencing little injury. 
The track of Uie fatal flaw is generally clearly defined by 
the desolation which marks its progress ; and here it is 
irresistible. 

It was in themoiith of September, when lying in Carlisle 
Bay with the flagnsbip, that all or most of these portentous 
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Bi^B exhibited them8elve& Suddenly we were harried oat 
to sea. While there was yet comparatively but little wind, 
a heavy broken mouDtain sea tumbled into that open aoahel- 
tered anchorage. - In the forenoon we weighed with a strcmg 
gale at south-east This gradually increased ; bat by midnight 
we had obtained a good offing, and had little to fear from 
the land. By a singular want of foresight or judgment, we 
had received such peremptory orders on no account to part 
company, that I was left without the discretional power to 
meet any unforeseen ^emergencies, and the consequence 
nearly involved us in destruction^ Had I^ been alone, I 
might have defied the worst of weather, for a finer sea -boat, 
when properly managed, never swam. With the peak ci 
the mainsail jast lifled above the deck, she lay to within fbor 
points of the wind, on one of the most terrific mountain seas 
I ever beheld, over which she floated like a duck, while 
our huge consort drifted bodily to leeward at the rate of 
two or three miles an hour. This, in order not to lose sig^ht 
of her, obliged us from time to time in the former part of 
tlie evening to put the helm up and run down to her, a 
mancsuvre which twice nearly proved fatal to iis. Langfuage 
is inadequate to give an idea' of our situation^. Our escape 
was almost miraculous. While we lay to, we nearly stem- 
med the sea, but when, paying^ofiT, we presented the broad- 
side — a liquid mountain, higher than the mast heads, broke 
in our decks, threatening to overwhelm us all. Such was 
the concussion, the crash, and the stfain ot the deck^ that 
I actusllly thought they were stove in, and that it was all 
over with us. Fortunately the .hatch ways were battened down, 
and the exit of the water through the apertures in the lower 
part of the gunwales was immediate. Few' vessels could 
have stood the shock ; and nothing but the peculiar construe^ 
tion of ours, her beams and timbers being of a tough, supple, 
indigenous wood, of the nature of box, and as durable as 
iron, could have saved us. Such was the force of the wa- 
ter, that some of the iron hammock-stanchions, a foot in 
height and an inch in diameter, were bent from the per- 
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pendicular to the h(»:izontaL After two or three such es- 
says as this, I thought it ptudent^ whatever the conse- 
quencesy to forego any more of the like attempts, malgre 
the urgent hints. ^ 

Few classes of vessels possess finer sea-going qualities than 
the Virginia pilot-boat, with . proper management; but they 
are ticklish concerns in careless or unskilful hande. I had ex- 
perienced nun^erous hair-breadth escapes from want ot atten- 
tion or carelessness in ours ; and to these, in all probability, 
was owing her subsequent loss. Some months after I quit- 
ted her she put to sea in the hurricane season, and foundered 
with all on board. 

Subsequently, in making the tour of the islands, we look- 
ed into St. Eustatius,'and made an excursion to a very inter- 
esting natural curiosity, the crater of an exhausted volcano 
called the Devil's Punch BowL The greater part, if not the 
whole of the range of the Antilles, possesses traces of volcan- 
ic action; while in some of them, as'Guadalpupe, Dominica, 
St, Lucia, and St. Vincent's, the emission of smoke, vapour, 
and, in the Souffrier of the former, flame (though no erup-* 
tion has for agfea taken place), continually threatens these 
islands. Jn fact, I was an eye-witness of some of the most 
singular phenomena of^ great convulsion of this kind, and 
shall treat further of them in the proper place. 

StEustatius is along narrow is)and,extending nearly due west. 
Compared with the other islands it is bat moderately high, 
except at its extreme east end, where it rises in mountains, 
at the summit of which was the object of our journey. About 
t^i A. M., the party, consisting of some half dozen, set out 
on horseback from the town. Our way lay through an open 
and, though apparently sterile, yet pleasant country, diversi- 
fied by some gently rising hills, and, at intervals, a few neat 
plantei:s' houses, and a sufficiency of vegetation to form an 
agreeable landscape. To the north and south, the ocean ex- 
panded itself to the horizon. After an hour's ride, we reach- 
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ed the foot of the volcano, and having proceeded as far up the 
slope as our horses could carry us, we quitted them, and per 
formed the ascent on foot The mountain rises from the plain 
below in the shape of an inverted bell or funnel, moderately 
steep, until near the summit, its parched sides exhibitiiig few 
traces of vegetatiop. We scrambled ;,to its craggy summit 
without much difficulty, and, here, oh the margin of an abyss, 
a scene of magnificence and grandeur all at once opened up- 
on us, for which the harsh and sterile exterior had not prepa^ 
ed us. Looking down into the huge basin beneath us, fbrming 
an exact and well-defined circle of apparently a quarter of a 
mile in diameter, the ^ye was at once relieved by the luxuri- 
ance of the most profuse vegetation, the precipitous declivi- 
ties of the interior being clothed with every variety of indi- 
genous plant and shrub. Assisted by these, though the des- 
cent was nearly perpendicular, we easily got to Uie bottom. 
Here in a delightfiilly romantic glen we rested for a short 
time, and nothing could be more striking than the contrast 
which presented itself to the imagination, between the ex- 
isting scene and that which once occupied its place. The 
bottom of the glen is thickly covered with various ind igenous 
plants and trees, forming a delightful shrubbery, from among 
the foliage of which, in the centre of the basin, we now looked 
up, and admired the superb and lofty amphitheatre, rising 
abruptly in an exact circle around us, clothed (with the excep- 
tion of one or two magnificent crags on the nearest margin) 
to its summit with a luxuriant vegetation. It is difficult to 
give an idea of the absorbing grandeur of this scene. After 
partaking of some slight refreshment, we once more regained 
the craggy margin of the gulf, and after a delightful ride 
reached the town. 

Leaving St, Eustatius, we touched at St Martin's, and 
looking into Tortola, passed on to the westtvard, essaying a 
short cut through some of the less frequented passages of the 
cluster of the Virgin islands. These comprise a groupe of 
about forty islands, islots, and quays ; of which St.Thoma8, St, 
}ohsi\ Tortola, the Virgin Gorda, and Anegada, are the larg- 
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est. They are divided between the £ng^li8b and Danes, the 
greater part belonging to Great Britain, and being under the 
g-overnment of St Kill's. In \be midst of these is the ex ten- 
81 ve sound, called Drake's Buy, capable of anchoring and shel- 
tering'^' ten thousand fleets." Some of these flats are very 
beautiful, and their navigation exceedingly interesting. One 
strait in particular, between the south side of Tortola and the 
island of St. Johns, is peculiarly striking ; this extends in 
one nndeviating line as straight as an arrow, between two 
high shores modelled by the hand of hiiture, for the greater 
part with the slope and apparently artificial exactness of a . 
canal embankment, and constantly covered with a refreshing 
verdure. Behind these to the right and left the mountains rise 
one above another in sublime grandeur ; tufled here and there 
with wood, furnishing, as they successively open on the view 
jsonie of the most beautiful scenes in nature. This passage 
is about the breadth.of theThames at Westminster bridge, and 
five or six miles in length. The navigation in the neighbour- 
hood of Anegada is extremely dangerous, owing to the ex- 
tensive reefs which surround the island. 

P^ing by St ThoaMs and Crab Island, on the third day 
from our quitting St. Eustatius, we reached the Spanish island 
of Porto Rico, and exchanging the customary salute with the 
battery of the city of St Juan, anchored Uie same day in the 
superb harbour of the same name. This colony was among 
the few tliat retained their allegiance to the mother country. 
Being one of the first vessels bearing an English pennant that 
had visited tliem since the alliance of the two nations, our, 
arrival, associated as it waa with the great cause for which 
they were co-operating,- and With the mteresting political 
events of the day, created a great stir in the place. The ex- 
citement had probably been kindled by the aMval of one or 
two commssioners,or deputies, from the Cortes, who had quit- 
ted Europe a short time previously, bringing with them the 
latest authentic details of the unanimity of the allies, and of 
the. progress of their amis on the Peninsula. On landing, I 
found an immense population turned out to hear the news, or 
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perhaps, impelled by the same cariosity which prompted the 
severe scrutiny which we are informed some of oar couotiy- 
men serving^ in the Colambian ranks, underwent at the sack- 
ing of Barcelona, when the ladies, taught by the priests to 
believe that the heretic English were red-haired inonstere with 
long tails, actually pulled aside the flaps of their coats to Icok 
for the said appendage. 

St Juan is situated on the north coast of Porto Rico, on the 
western extremity of an island, joined to the main by a bridge. 
The belter portion of the houses are built of stone. The streets 
are moderately wide, and intersect each other at right an- 
gles. The public buildings are a cathedral and other church- 
es, two convents of monks, one of nuns, a general hospital, and 
a theatre. The fortifications, which a novice would regard as 
impregnable, were constructed in 1765, by the famous Count 
O'Reilly. Of these, (which, contrary to what Ihad learnt of 
ihe usual jealousy of the Spaniards, I was allowed every fa- 
cility of inspecting) the'principal is el Castello del Morro, 
standing on a rocky precipitous point on the east side of the 
western entrance to the harbour, within hail of which ves- 
sels must pass in approaching the anchorage. On the ^vest 
side of this entrance is another fort. The eastern entrance, 
only navigable for boats or small craft, is defended by fonnida- 
ble lines, and the strong forts of San Christoval, San Geruci- 
na, and San Antonia Besides these, the city is surrounded by 
lofty ramparts of stone, numerous foHrts, and to the seaward is 
protected by a^ rocky ree£ The harbour is three miles in 
length, by one and a quarter broad. The water, however, is 
shallow, varying from two to seven fiithoms, and the channel 
is winding and intricate. The few cursory glances4 was en- 
abled to snatch'of the persons of the Spanish fiemales, danng 
my brief visit fully bore out their claim to grace and beauty; 
and one or two electric rays from under the mysterioos mant- 
illa, so well calculated to send Imagination on her airy wing, 
made my heart quake again. — Other parts of their national 
costume are peculiarly adapted to set off their fine persons 
and graceftrl movements to advantage. In the evening I vis- 
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ited the theatre : the interior, of a quadrangular shape, ie 
somewhat larger than our Haymarket ; but there the compar- 
isoa ends. It had the same slovenly make-shift appearance 
-which belongs to the greater number of the provincial thea* 
tree on the continent Yet the governor's box and some others 
overlooking the stage and the proscenium, exhibited tawdry 
efibrts at decoration; while the audience part, except the 
range of boxes, was open to the- sky Judging by the crowd- 
ed benches, the theatre was % popular amusement With the 
exception of their graceful national dances, the fiindango, bol- 
eroi &c., of which we had several specimens during the even- 
ing, the performance was of a very mediocre description. I 
had not long taken my seat, when the captain-general, who 

• • • 

wa^ present with his lady and suite, perceiving me, sent an 
officer to invite me to his box. Here, between the acts, we 
were visited by some of the actresses ; who, though by no 
means remarkable for their personal attractions, were (judg- 
ing by their familiar bearing, and the flirtation between the 
parties, despite the presence of la signers :) highly privileged 
persons. The following day -I dined with his exoellency and 
family, and the officers of his household, consisting of some 
twelve or fourteen individuals^ The standing dish was the 
national olla podrida ; and though some of their gastronomical 
arrangements might have borne the Scrutiny of the most fasti- 
dious epicure, the custom of {Massing from one to the other the 
various dishes, and forming a heterogeneous oonglemeratiou 
of flesh and fowl, roast and boiled, without a diange of plate, 
had a somewhat barbarous oflect 

Porto Rico is of a regular oblong square form, one hun- 
dred 'and twenty-three miles in length from east to west, and 
about forty-five m breadth. A chain of high mountains 
thickly covered with wood extends throughout the island, 
with collateral branches diverging towards the coast, north 
and south. 

On returning on board, off the harbour's mouth, we found 

ourselves on a sudden in the centre of a shoal of whales 

19 
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I had never been so intimately acquainted with those giants 
of the deep before. Some of them exceeded in length and 
balk the hall of the vessel; and as they from time to time emer- 
ged dose alongside, their af^^earance brought to my recollec- 
tion various accounts which I had heard of the dangers some- 
times arising from their proximity, which their mancBuvres 
were not calculated to dispel, and I heartily wished them 
at a more respectable distance. Every now and then a huge 
monster, like a floating island, rising to the surface on our 
weather-beam or quarter, wooil dart forward, stem on, as 
if to attack us, «nd, suddenly plunging under the bottom, 
would show himself on the other side. One or two rose so 
close under the counter that one might have almost leaped 
on their back& The whale, though timid, is, under certain 
circumstances, (when with its young, or at certain seasons 
with its mate,) extremely vicious ; and I have little doubt that 
the loss of many missing vessels may be ascribed to these an- 
imal& Numerous well-attested instances are given by indi- 
vidual in the whale trade of their tossing boats in the air by 
a whisk of their tail, or by rising suddenly under them ; and 
some of their species have been known to throw them- 
selves out of the water upon vessels. 

I have frequently been much amused with witnessing the 
singular contest that takes place between the fish called' the 
thresher, and these huge creatures, when they chance to 
meet. Tfafi thresher is said to be the natural enemy of the 
whsilie, and when they encounter they generally have a se- 
vere brush. I have never been able to ascertain the means 
of^ the latter, but the advantages of tlie thresher lie in 
his great activity and muscular power. It throws itself to 
a considerable height out of the water upon the body of the 
whale, reiterating its blows with great rapidity and for ce, 
so that the splash and concussion may be heard at a great 
distance, while the sea all around the combatants is cover- 
ed with foam, the larger animal blowing and sending forth 
jets of water from his nostrils as from a fountain. 

On our way up to Barbadoes, off the south-east end of Mont- 
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aenaty aboot 10 p. il, we fell io with a eiupicioua lookiog 
eqoare-ngged vessel on oar lee-beam, which, from her man^ 
oeovrefl» we soon found waa in chaae of us. Aa their night 
ai^naie by no meana accorded with oura, I deemed it prodent 
to keep a]oo£ About midnight, getting tairly a-beam Co 
leeward* she opened a fire on ua from all her giini, which 
was kept op for some time, boV without doing na any inja- 
ry. At length, finding she was losing ground, for we weath- 
ered on her fiist, between 8 and 4 a. iL she gave np the 
chase* tac^^ed, and stood a^iy to the southward. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

Renutrks on wdcaniQ traces of the Antilles. Earthquake at 
Caraccas, Voyage to Martinico. Eruption of the Sou/- 
/Her. volcano at St. Vincent ; description of, and re- 
markable phenomena attending it Shower of sand. Ef- 
fects at Barhadoes ; moral and physical; remarks w 
the same, Nevis, St, Christopher* s. 

We now approach a salject of much interest, as connected 
with the natural history of these islands. To this we are led 
hy events which occurred in this quarter, in ldl2, and which 
were well calculated to illustrate the physical changes which 
these and other parts of the globe have undergone, and may 
still be expected to undergo, by the workings of Nature, in 
her grand laboratory, through the medium of earthquakes, 
volcanoes, and their immediate cause, subterranean combud- 
tibn. 

* As the principal theatre of some verjr singular phenome- 
nona, under the head of the latter, (of which I was an eye- 
witness,) was the little island of St Vincent, I shall say a 
few words of that island. St Vincent's lies about twenty 
miles south of St Lucia^ in latitude 13^ 5^ north, and lon- 
gitude 61° west The whole is > pile of lotty mountains, 
many parts thickly wooded, and witli a profuse vegetation. 
The intervening valleys are well watered, and extremely fer- 
tile, the soil being of a fine mould, well adapted for sugar. 
The principal, and indeed only town, though three or ^ur 
villages are distinguished by the appellation, is Kingston, in 
the south-west quarter of the island, itself scarcely deserving 
the name. Kingston is situated on a narrow slip of land, at 
the foot of a grand amphitheatre of mountains. This island 
is remarkable as the last of the range in which , that devoted 
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race, th||j|bori^iiia)8 of ihe isUoidB (called the Yellow GhaiafliB) 
finally took refuge. This remnant of the former lords of the 
soil luiye, since the arrival of Eoxopeans, rapidly decreased, 
until but a few, if any, remain: they cave, however, been re> 
placed by a race called the Black Chanubs, who are incon- 
siderable in number, (amounting to not more than a few 
thousand,) and who divide the isUnd at this day with their 
European invaders. These savages are descended from a body 
of negroes, who constituted the cargo of a ship from the coast 
of Guinea, which, in the lalter end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, was wrecked or run on shore on the island: these, 
augmented from time to time by runaways from Barbadoes, 
and intermanying with the aborigines, have adopted their cus- 
toms, even to the flattening ci the foreheads of their infants; 
and thus the two races have been confounded together. 

I have before^ alluded to the traces every where evident of 
volcanic action throughout these islands. The greater part, 
if not the whole of the direct chain, have volcanoes, either 
exhausted or in action. Of the latter, still burning, are those 
of 3t. Lucia, St Vincent, and Guadaloupe ; and if the emis- 
sion of vapour and sulphurous gases from various fissures and 
openings be any evidence to the same effect, Dominica may 
also be reckoned amdbg them. Of the former, the greater 
portion of the remaining larger ones have well-defined craters 
which show that they were in activity at no very remote pe- 
riod. — That of the Soliatara of Mount Misery, a lofty and re- 
markable craggy pe&k in the island of St. Christopher, was 
burning in 1692. Bedd^ these fiicts, others more recent 
and equally interesting, which lam about to subjoin, may, 
perhaps, tend to throw some light on the causes of the great 
workings of riature. 

Among these, the comparatively recent catastrophe at Car- 

accas, . and the tremendous eruption of the great Souffrier of 

St. Vincent's in A^Jril^ 1812, with the remarkable phenomena 

that attended them, are the most prominent* Of some of 



* In the great earthquake at Caraccas, which occurred on the 26th of March 
1812, (Holy Thursday,) ai a moment when the churches wjere crowded, 90, 
OOD persons perished in the city and district of Car accas alone. 
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them Iwas an eye witaeai; of others I had ample saH mnK- 
diate moans c^ getting information on the spot Among oth- 
er deductions from theset-are some interesting proo^ which 
go &r in demonstrating the oonnection between the 'causes of 
.earthquakes and vdcanoes ; that the whole (^ the Antilles are 
but collateral branches ni the continental ridges of the New 
World, broken and separated by eartfaqoakes, volcanoes, and 
currents; that the great basin of the Caribbean 3ea also f<»m- 
ed part of the neighbouring continent | and, lastly, that & 
submarine communication still subsisls between all these is- 
lands, connected with a Y9fi souterran, extending to the 
mountains of Caraccas, and probably through the whole chain 
of the Andes,, in one direction, and also in another direction, 
namely, from the eastern extremity of the Atlantic to the 
centre of North America ; at lea^ if. the vdcanie birttiof 
Sabrina Island, off SuMichaers, in ISll,"** (which literally took 
pla£e in the presence of the orew of one of our slo(^)SK>f-war 
of that name,) and the repeated shocks^of Earthquakes experi- 
enced on the mountains of the Ohk>, are to be considered as 
linked witltthem in their respective causes. It will be re- 
marked that Xhe earthquake in Venezuela preceded the erup- 
tion of St Vincent's some thirty-five days. A similar coin- 
cidence attended the last eruption of the Soufirier at Guada- 
loupe, which, however, preceded an earthquake that shook the 
northern shores of South America, and destroyed the city of 
Cumana ; the fcMrmer ^occurrmg on the 4th of November, the 
latter on the 10th December, 1797. These shocks were for 
the most part felt throughout the islands^ in a direction from 
east to west, wjth an undulating motion, and sometimes ac- 
companied by a noise under ground, like the rumbling of dis- 
tant thunder; but the effect of this jnighty commotion exhaust- 
ed itself, as in 1812, on the devoted continent, without injuring 
the chain of islands. 

The volcanoes called the Soufirui, had slept so long, that 



* This phenomenon occurred on the 30ih January 1811. An island of 
■and was* Men to emerije from tbts ocean, which, in a few wsekp, acquirixl 
an elevaiion of upwards of SUUfeeL This was taken possessiou of In form 
by the Captain of the Salirina, in the name of Ilis iiritannic Majesty. 
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only v9gfiQ and traditionary accounts of any eraptiea existed, 
the last having occurred in 1718. The whole island, as seen 
from the sea, appears one huge mass of lofty rugged nx>un* 
tains, rising, on most sides, abruptly from the sea : of these 
the Soufrier is the most majestic of all those bearing volcanic 
vestiges. Its altituX is 3000 feet above the level of the ocean. 
The crater, which, previously to the eruption, was about \wo> 
thirds up the side of the mountain, exceeded half a mile in 
diameter, and was about 500 feet deep. In the centre of 
this rose a conical hill, 200 feet in diameter, and 900 in 
height^ the lower half frmged with brush wood the upper 
strewed with virgin sulphur. From the fissures of this ex- 
uded a thin white smoke occasionally tinged with a light blu- 
ish flame. At the base of this cone were two small lakes, 
difering essentially in quality and temperature from each 
other. Evergreens, flowers, aromatic shrubs, and a variety of 
indigenous plants, clothed the steep sides of this gulf, while 
the exterior of the mountain was covered from its base to its 
summit by a thick forest Such was the scene previously to 
the fatal 27th of April, 1812. On that day, about noon, the 
first unequivocal symptoms of the subsequent convulsion were 
evinced by a loud explosion from the volcanic mountain,fbllow- 
ed by an immense column of thick sulphurous smoke, which 
suddenly burst near the vicinity of the crater, and in the course 
of a minute discharged vast quantities of volcanic matter, 
which covered the whole surface. This, and the noise by 
which it was accompanied, apparently proceeding from the 
bowels of the mountain, threw the inhabitants into the utmost 
consternation. 

The eruptbn continuing with increased violence, presented 
on Thursday night and Friday morning one of the most awful 
spectacles human imagination can form an idea ofl The 
mountain burst forth in a tremendous, blaze, throwing up huge 
jets of fire and burnmg stones, accompanied with a terrific 
thimdering noise, at the same time sending down its sides tor- 
rents of lava ; and showers of volcanic matter continued to fiill 
or several hours all over the island. , At times, also, pieces of 
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rock of enoraioos size w^e shot fiMrth firom the aperti^ 
mountaiiL 

. The brilliancy of the flames which majestically rose fix)in 
the mouth of the crater, had a most sublime and awful effect 
The barning stones which darted in tUl air, resembled the 
stars of a rocket The vivid flashes of lightning which shot 
forth with a noise fiir exceeding the heaviest artillery, accom- 
panied with violent shocks of earthquakes, resembled in coI< 
our and brightness those which are usually seen in a tempest: 
and the curling sheets of smoke so obscured the sky, that the 
island was, until Friday morning at ten o*clock,nearly involved 
in nocturnal darkness. These appearances were sufficiently 
dreadflil ; but our fears added new horrors to the scene. — 
The terrified people precipitately retreated from their homes 
to places of shelter. I have not been able to ascertain exactly 
the extent of damage sustained, or lives lost, but the principal 
rivers of the island were all dried up. The negro provision 
grounds and pasture lands were destroyed for miles around, 
and so covered over with ashes and vitrified pieces of stone, 
that there was not apparently a spot of ground left for cattle 
to feed upon. The .range of the mountain on the windward 
side was split open, and from it issued torrents of burning la- 
va, which consumed in its course every tree and shrub that 
impeded its way. And the surface m that quarter was cov- 
ered several inches deep with vdcanic matter resembling 
dross from a forge. 

On Thursday evening, the 30th of April, we weighed with 
a moderate breeze and fair weather from Carlisle Bay, on our 
way to Fort Royal, Martinico, to join the flajg-ship, which had 
preceded us thither the day before. Between two and three 
A. M. the following morning I was aroused by the person hav- 
ing charge of the deck, who, in the hurried accents of surprise, 
requested me to come on deck, at the same time announcing 
to me the singular information, that it was " raining eand,'^ 
and that, the watch on deck, already half blinded by it, were 
obliged to bandage their eyes. At this moment, we were 
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aboat twdve leagued east Ij south from the soatheni extremity 
of Maitinico, or a little more than halfway between that ie- 
land and Barbadoes. Astonished at a phenomentm so una- 
sual, ] hurried upon deck, which I found covered with a layer 
of sandy particles to the depth' ot an inch, and a constant 
i^ower of the same material still continuing to descend. The 
atmosi^re, thus loaded, prevented us firom seeing a foot from 
the vesaePs side ; indeed, the finer particles of the fiilling mat- 
ter rendered it extremely inconvenient to use tl^ eyes at all. 
It blew a light breeze, the usual trade-wind, before which we 
moved at the rate of about two knots an hour. I had heaid of 
sand taken up by the atmosphere, and carried sometimes by the 
wind to an immense distance ; and I attributed the present 
appearance to that caase. One thing, however, all felt con- 
vinced of, that it was an event of no ordinary occurrence ; and 
under the influence of a high and not unpleasant excitement — 
that mixture of awe, blended with suspense and curiosity, felt 
when' watching the denouement of some extraordinary circum- 
stance — we all anxiously waited the issue. We more especi- 
ally looked to day-break for a littie more light on the obscurity 
moral and physical, which enveloped us. . This at length came 
between fiv^ and six; but it was that partial dubious glim- 
mering which was little more than sufficient to render " dark- 
ness visible/' and to lend additional interest and awe to the 
scene. The atmosphere in the direction of the sun had a deep 
reddish murky brown appearance, something resembling — 
though infinitely more intense — one of those dense Novem- 
« ber fogs, mixed with the smoke, which at that season of the 
year hover over our metropolis. The efiect of all this was 
increased by our' isolated situation, and the solemn stillness, 
undisturbed by aught save the scarcely perceptible ripple 
under the bows of the vessel, which was now nearly be- 
calmed. This earthy shower, which prevented us from even 
seeing the water, continued falling until about eleven ▲. m., at 
which time the breeze began to freshen, and the atmosphere to 
clear; about noon it had altogether ceased, the air was serene 
and the sun shone out with comparative brilliancy. When 



226 SSETId AFLOAT.' 

distent objecte had become visible, we descried {i brig in the 
noithreast, standing to the southward- This turned out to be 
an American ; and on nearing her she presented a singular ap- 
pe&rance, from the sand adheringto the tar and pitch of the 
rigging and hull. 

Glad of an opportunity to glean farther information, we 

closed with, and spoke this vessel, but honest Jonathan^ appar- 

ently much more astonished and confounded than ourselves, 

ceuld throw no new light on the matter. Amidst our. conjee- 

tures, however, we at length mutually hit upon the same caus- 

ee— those of volcanic action ; and, the imagination once'stim- 

ulated in this new direction, we looked eagerly out in the 

quarter of the land, fancying we saw smoke and flame from 

every peak or mountain. Be this as it may, on passing Within 

two cables' length of the Diamond about an hour afler, every 

one on board was convinced they saw both the one and the 

other issue from the fissures of this remarkable rock; and so 

mipressed was I with the feet, that I reported the circumstance 

to the commander-in-chief In consequence of this, a party 

of which I made one, was' formed the next day to explore it 

It was on this occasion that the attempt to r^ach the sum- 
mit placed me in the critical situation alluded to in a for- 
mer part of my narrative. On its south side, this rock pre- 
sents a perpendicular fece of six hundred feet in hei^t; and 
the others, with tiie exception of Uie north-ea^ are for tiie 
most part inaccessible. It was on ihe latter that I now 
proceeded to momit, having taken with me a negro fisher- 
man, weU acquainted with tiie localities, to direct me. Du- 
rmg the first two hundred feet or so I found little difficulty - 
butter tiiat it was like climbing the pimiacle of Salisbun^ 
QitiiedraL With the exception of a resting-place here and 
there, tiie ascent was now generally at an angle of seventy 
or eighty degrees, and many places were nearly perpendicu- 
lar. I soon heartily wished myself below. The rays of a cloud- 
less sun, reflected by the rock, were overpowering, and there 
was scarcely a breatii of wind Following my sable con- 
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ductor, who, accustomed to scale the rock for birds* eggs, 
scrambled up the precipices like a goat, on I went expec- 
ting every instant to be precipitated below by the crumbling 
of the rock from under my feet ; at length, on jreaching a 
small slope near the summit, I sank down exhausted by heat 
and exertion. 

Oh consulting my watch, I found my enterprise had taken 
a greater time than I had anticipated, and that, in order not 
to detain my party, it was necessary that I should return ; I 
theref^^e prepared to descend. I liow discovered I had achiev- 
ed only the easiest part of my task, and that getting down 
was much more difficult than getting up. ' On looking be- 
low, I shuddered as I contemplated the gulf at my feet, into 
which one false step would at once precipitate me. The 
face of the rock taken in profile, one projection hiding another, 
looked smooth and nearly perpendicular; however, by the aid 
of my guide, I at length reached the bottom in safety ; but 
we &iled in satisfactorily accomplishing the object of our 
visit, no positive evidence being obtained either for or against 
the question at issue. The south-western side of the rock, 
from which the smoke had apparently emanated, was inac- 
cessible : no signs of volcanic action, however, were visible ; 
and whether those of our former vi«t were tiiefumesofa 
volcano, of a fisherman's fire, or those of the imagination, is 
still doubtful. 

We at length learned the cause of the phenomenon we had 
witnessed oA our voyage. It was one of the many connec- 
ted with the eruption of the Grand Soufirier at St. Vin- 
cent's. Immediately following this I made the circuit of 
the islands, nnd collected the following particulars. At Bar- 
badoea, notwithstanding the general trade-wind was dead to 
windward, they were visited simultaneoudy with ourselves 
with a much heavier shower of similar sand, which continu- 
ed fiOling until nearly an hour after noon, *nd was so profuse 
M to wiap the whole island in midnight darkness. An appear- 
ULce so awful and unaccountable had a corresponding in- 
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ilaence on the minds of the leas enlig^htened inhabitants. — 
The mas of the populaticai imagined that the last day bad 
arrived ; and, stricken with terror and ccxnpanctious visitings, 
the multitude flocked to the churches to propitiate the offen- 
ded Deity. These, lighted up for. the occasion, Were soon 
filled to sufibcation; crowds were seen grouping their way 
along the streets by the aid of lanthoms, while othcfrs fell 
on their knees In prayer; never did Barbadoes before on since 
exhibit so much devotion. 

The crops and the soil were much injured by the quantity 
of falling matter; and the latter did npt recover for two or 
three years after. On a subsequent analyzation, this matter 
has been ascertained to consist principally of powdered pum- 
ice-stone, mixed with a ccmsiderable quantity of sulphur 
and some minute portions of other mineral substances. Leav- 
ing Martinico on the second or third day following this event, 
we iiade the circuit of the islands as £ur as St Thomas'si, touch- 
ing at Nevis, St Kittys, Tortola, and some others. At the 
former, on landing, a large concourse of people flocked down 
to the beach to meet us, with the most anxious curiosity de- 
picted on their countenances, imagining we were the bear- 
ers of some interesting information* This excitement bad 
its origin in an impression. tha,t an enemy's- force had arrived 
in these seas; an impression which originated as follows : — 
At two A. M., the inhabitants had been roused from their bed, 
and the garrison assembled at their posts,*by explosions from 
the seaward, in the immediate vicinityof the iBlands, resem- 
bling a heavy and incessant cannonading of two mighty and 
conflicting fleeta This continued for upwards of an hour ; 
and so forcible was ^le conviction that the reports proceeded 
from the above cause, that the greatest bustle and alarm pre- 
vailed, and every preparation was made, in case of need, to 
repel an attack. The momentof these explosions coincided 
exactly with that of our sandy visitation, when about half 
way between Barbadoes and Martinica and several miles from 
the scene of the eruption, St Vincent's; yet though so much 
nearer than the remote islands where the noise was so viv- 



SERVICE AFLOAT. 22D 

idlj heard, nothing of the sort was remarked by us, or, as far 
as I am aware, by any of those who were afloat at the mo- 
meat 

The prodigious projectile force with which the volcanic 
matter was ejected from the mountain, may he judged of by 
the fact, that some of it fell on board an outward bound vessel 
between two and three hundred miles to windward of Barba- 
does, which, be it remarked, was in the teeth of the regular 
trade-wind, and^some four hundred from the volcano. 

Similar explosions simultaneously took place at the neigh-^ 
bouring island of St. Kitt's>^t which we called, on leaving 
Nevis; and, as far as I had an opportunity of ascertaining, 
along the whole line, or rather semicircle of islands, as wel^ 
as along^ an immense extent of the coast of Caraccas. This 
islecnd (StKitt's) consists of a centra] range of volcanic moun- 
tains, extending east and west, and having for their apex the 
awfitl crag of M(Aint Misery, which, rendered broken and 
ragged by incessant convulsions, lifts its bleak and desolate 
pinnacle over the moiidTof an exhausted crater, to the height 
of 3700 feet. The contrast of these rugged rocks with the 
verdure of the plain at th^ir feet, is delightful. The spacious 
town of Basse Terre lies to the south-east at the foot of the 
range. Like most of the other English towns, it is «l dull, slov- 
enly, ill built place. Under the government of this island are 
comprised Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands. 

Nevis is most beautifully picturesque and striking when 
seen a few miles from the sea. From the southward it ap- 
pears a single cone rising with a gradual unbroken slope out 
of the ocean, covered With the freshest verdure, and studded 
with neat planters' houses; the summit is crowned with a 
thick forest, and sometimes capped with clouds. ^ To the north- 
ward and westward it falls off in a long slope towards St 
Kitt's, from which it is only divided by a narrow strait — 
Charlestown is the capital : it lies on the south side, at the- 
foot of the verdant acclivity just described. Not fer from the 
town are some mineral baths. There are five churches and 
two chapels on the island. 

20 
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CHAPTER XVHL 

Return to Martinico. Romantic incident at St, Pierre. 8Uh 
ry of Josephine 1? * * * *. Xjove at first sight. 

On our return to Martinico* an adventure occurred, -which, aa 
being highly illustrative of female enterprise and devotioii, 
may not be without its interest to the lovers of the romantic. 
It was a little before noon, when we had just weighed our an- 
chor, and were already under sail Irom the Bay of St. Pierre's 
(where we had arrived the midnight preceding with dispatch- 
es,) that we perceived a canoe with three or ibur stout n&> 
groes pulling with all their might towards us. This had no 
sooner sheered alongside, than there dtepped forth an interest- 
ing young French girl, of apparently not more tiian sixteen 
years of age : she ascended the side, and had nomoner reach- 
ed the deck than, as if exhausted by an efSatt to which all her 
energies had been (concentrated, she staggered to the cabin 
skylight, oil which she sank for a few seconds motionless: this 
paroxysm, gradually subsiding, at length found its relief in a 
copious flood of tears. At first we Jmew not what to make 
of Bo novel a scene. One individual, however^ but too well 
comprehended the whole, and from him subsequently I gain- 
ed the following information : — Our interesting visitor was 
Josephine R — ,the daughter of a French gentleman of impov- 
erished fortune in the island, and of an Engli^ Creole of Bar- 
badoea During the peace of Amiens^ under the protection of 
an aunt, she hadj while yet an in&nt, traversed the Atlantic, 
and in the metropolis of her fether's native country had re- 
ceived a genteel education, and all the polish and fascinating 
grace of manners which characterise French females. Jose- 
ohine, though not what in our land of beauty would be called 
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handsome, possessed traits which, when lit ap hy the varied 
emotions of sensitive feeling, give that fiiscinating grace and 
expression, that indefinable something, which is so.mach more 
powerfiil than what the world terras beauty. In complexion 
a brunette, her dark hair, expressive black eyes, Gallic cast 
of features, entirely corresponded ; and the contour of her form 
was fiiultless. It was only a shoit time after our capture of 
Martinioo, that on her way beck to that island, in an Amer- 
ican vessel which touched at Barbadoes, she saw, at an even- 
ing party, my messmate, young B , and firom that moment 
it was that the romantic and invincible attachment which 
gave rise to the adventure just related, was fbrmed. From 
possessing a lively disposition, with all the volatility and vi- 
vacity of her countrywomen, she became pensive and reserv- 
' ed. Her friends perceiving this, and that her health was 
gradually declining, in vain, fer some time, endeavoured to 
find out ** the worm i* the bud*' that ** fed on her damask 
cheek;" till at length a reluctant confession of her passion 
was made to one of her eonfidential friends. As the fate of 
the poor girl seemed to depend on it, and as there seemed no 
very weighty objections, it was determined to bruig about an 
interview ; but this was no' easy matt^. Our visits to the 
island, as head-quarters, though not unfrequent, were brief 
and uncertain ; and as our hero's acquaintance on shore was 
extremely limited, a similar opportunity to the accidental one 
which had fijrst brought the parties together, might never oc- 
ciir again. However, with the fertility of resource for which 
the sex are proverbial, measures were taken which soon 
brought about the desired end. In the meanwhile the object 
of all these cares had never, for a moment, dreamt of the 
mischief he had unconsciously occasioned. B was a gen- 
teel, good-looking, but extremely shy and diffident lad of 
nineteen, to whom, though without the fiiscinations of an 
Apollo, any girl might easily take a liking. 

By one of those sympathetic coincidences which mark the 
histories of lovers, a similar, though less vivid impression was 
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made by the appearance of the fair stranger oa the heart oi 
B — ; bttt no word, look, or gesture had, at the mom^it, giv- 
en the slightest evidence of this. On the ccoitrary, jthe in- 
fluence of that awe and restraint which bashful lovers feel 
at first under such circumstances, had rather the ef^t of 
keeping him aloof from the presence of her -who had exci- 
ted emotions so powerful. B f though a high spirited in- 
telligent youth, with numy generous qualities, was,- either 
from a natural diffidence, or that mattvaue hfnUe which 
those denied the advantageous oppcnrtunities of an early inter- 
course with the sex generally feel, not a little deficient in that 
confidence and self-possession, without which the most tal- 
ented may for a moment pass^or a blockhead, the bravest ap- 
pear a poltroon. These efiects, however, are seldom lasting; 
9nd B— — , when at ease among those of the sex with whom 
he was familiar, was not only an agreeable companion, but, 
in spite of his shyness and reserve, was a genera] favourite, 
invariably eclipsing the more confident and pretending of his 
eomradea Nature, as her observers cannot fiiil to have ilo- 
ticed, has given the sex an instinctive &eulty of piercing the 
veil of circumstance ; and, like certain natives of Golconda, 
they discover at a glance, imder the ru^^ged sur&ce, the 
rich ore and gems of the mine within, which require but a 
simple process to polish and refine. So, at least, it was with 
our heroine* 

The first hint that B — '■ — received of his good fortune 
was brought about in the following manner :— >Some weeks 
having elapsed, daring which we had been absent on various 
trips to the neighbouring, islands, on our return to the bay, a 
young midshipman, a mere boy of twelve or thirteen, be- 
longing to the flag-ship, coming on board on some duty, with 
all the simplicity of his age, and by mere accident, rela- 
ted to us the following incident :— Two or three weeks pre- 
viously, he had been rambling in the outskirts of the town, 
when, on passing a genteel-looking house, a middle-aged re- 
eqpectable-looking female about to enter, struck by his dimini^- 
tive and juvenile appearance, in<}uired to what ship he ho* 
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iongedy and inyited him to enter. In a saloon himished 
with an el^fance and taste that bespoke the superior rank in 
society, as well as taste of its owners, were assembled a 
mixed company of some five or six <rf'both sexes. A fewmin- 
utes after, dinner being annomiced, the party proceeded to 
the dining-room, whither our mspirmu was also induced to 
follow. Among the younger females was a pale delicate-look- 
ing girl, to - whom the attention of the party seemed exclu- 
sively directed.— The opportunity, as may be supposed, was 
now eagerly seized to sound their juvenUe visitor with re- 
spect to B— — ^, and thus the affiur became known ; though 
B himself when quizzed on the 'subject of his conquest 
by his acquaintance, treated it with indifference, a distrust of 
his own pretensicns forbidding him to flatter himself; and 
thus. matters might have stood, had not accident (or one of 
those little love stratagems which the sex manage so adioitp 
iy as to make appear like accident) brought about an intro- 
duction. For the first time since the- settlement of the is- 
land, the Barbadians, in the year 1811, had evinced some un- 
equivocal signs of the progress of taste and intellect, in 
the formal fpatronage and encouragement of the drama, by 
the erection of a very neat theatre. Hitherto they had been 
content to murder Shab^axe and others, once in a series 
of years, in soiy temporary building suited to the perpetra- 
tion, and by whomsoever they could find to execute the deed. 
But a regular company of comedians were now engaged from 
England ; who made then: first appearance before the admi- 
ring natives of ^ Little England'* on the opening of the new 
theatre. Such an event, among the good folks of Bridge 
Town, constituted an epoch; and, of course, every body 
that could muster half a dollar, — ^black, brown, orange taw- 
ney, mustee, and sambo, as well as maesa buckra,-— crowded, 
while the novelty lasted, to the spectacle ; and really the 
performance was not despicable. Among other spectators was 

B , and some members of the &mily of our heroine, but 

indifferent parts of the theatre. At the close ci the per- 
formance, during a pause occasioned by the pressure of the 
crowd in making their exit, the former found himself wedged 
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close to a middle-aged lady atanding before him, who. let- 
ting fidl her reticule, which touched B on the footi he, 

of course, picked it up and preeei^ted it to her. This very 
natural act led to some conversation and some mutual acts of 
courtesy during their walk from the theatre, which ended 
in a pressing invitation to B-*— r to an evening party. 

To those habituated to the aristocratic hauteur, the pre* 
tension and reserve of our own dear exclusives, it may be 
necessary to {nremise, that in the Colonies they order these 
matters otherwise, and the merest trifle or casual circam- 
gtance will oftentimes lead to an invitation to dinner, or per- 
haps to a general one. B ■-» totally ignorant of the rencontre 
which awaited him, accepted the invitation, and pressed me 
very hard to accompany him; but this I declined from an. in- 
veterate repugnance to *^tea and turn-oute"-- those insipid 
reunions of superannuated dowagers and petticoat scaodal-mon- 
gera, where one must sometimes pay ezorbttantly for the luxu- 
ry of yawning over a duU rubber, of, when successful in break- 
ing the icy reserve of some prim miss, go to- sleep over a 
colloquy of unmeaning affected common-pkces, or unintellec^ 
lual nothings. The interview was achieved, ground was 
broken, and in a short time, without any actual explaiiati<m 
taking place, the mutual inclination of the parties remained 
no longer a secret For some time in this way the inter- 
course continued, neither of them seeming to have formed 
any definite conclusion as to the -consequence^ (for when 
had prudence aught to do with love 1) or if the future vaguely 
intruded on their bright dreams of the present, it was viewed, 
through the flattering medium of hope. The one, " besides 
some slight prospects, had reason to look for immediate pro- 
m&tion ;^ the other '* had a rich old aunt who had promised 
not to forget her ; many things might turn up ; and let the 
worst come to the worst, though she should have no more 
than her heart to ofler in dower to the man she loved, that 
at least was wholly his; and for her own part she sought on- 
ly his afiection, and would willingly go round the world with 
the majaof her choice, and be content with dry bread and a 
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{wisoD." Thus thought the lovers, and thus they said to each 
other. MeaDwhile the moment arrived for Josephine to de- 
part from Bar badoes. An epistolatory correspondence to 
fill up the lagging momenln ot absence was agfeed on, and as 
our frequent visits to Martinico would still furnish opportu- 
nities of seeing each other, they c<w8oled themselves with 
the pleasii^ prospect ; to insure which, Josephine, whose an* 
ticipations in unison with fier sanguine wishes Uinded her 
to the many obstacles which might intervene to thwart 
them, projected, under tho plea of acquaintance with her 
BftrbadoGs relations, a plan of introduction to her father. But, 
alas! ** the course of true love never did run smooth.*' She 
had reckoned without her host; and all these fine ezpecta* 
. tions were doonied to disappointment On reaching the land 
of her nativity, scarcely were the first &mily greetings after 
BO long an absence over, than her par^it, a somewhat harsh 
and sordid man, to whom the secret of her attachment had 
already been communicated, with many invidious remarks on 
its imprudence, forbad her on pain of his displeasure to 
think any more of such a connexion. Monsieur R^ — in 
fact formed other views on the strength of the eclat of his 
daughter's personal pretensions, and the accomplishments 
of her Eurc^an education. This interdiction seemed to all 
bat the lovers extremely natural ; for, to say nothing of the 
fether being a man of narrow mind and impoverisheid for- 
tunes, he had two sons and three or four daughters, be- 
sides our heroine, to provide for ; and in the Colonies a girl 
like Josephine was'not likely to remain long without suiters. 
With these on her arrival she was thickly surrounded ; but 
their assiduities met with no encouragment, the same cold 
look of indifference glanced on all alike.— Thus repulsed, 
the greater portion retired from the hopeless attack; but 
one, encouraged by the father, would not relax his impor- 
tunities. This individual was a rich merchant of the island, 
upwards of forty, with no personal or mental qualification 
to recommend him ; but this poverty of merit was amply re- 
deemed in the father's eyes by his family connexion and 
large property : this person having formally proposed him- 
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self, Josephine was desired to consider him as her fatare 
husband. Matters were in this state when we arrived, as 
above related, in the bay. Josephine had received intimation 

of our being at Fort Royal, and further, through B-^ , of 

our arrival at St Pierre; and, urged on by the importunity 
of her antiquated admirer on the one hand, and the harsh treat- 
ment and coercive measures of her father on the other, in a 
moment of despair she formed the desperate resolution of 
eloping from her &ther*8 house to throw herself into the arms 
of the only being she loved. 

During the interval which was absorbed by the scene, and 
our attentions to the distracted fidr one, the canoe, which 
brought her on board had shoved ofl^ and was now fiir distant; 
and our own being hoisted in, and having no time to delay, we 
could not, as I should have found it my duty to do immediate- 
ly, return the fiiir fugitive to the arms of her relations. But, 
as we were on our return to Fort Royal, 1 consented, at the 
earnest entreaties of the partieb, to take her round to that 
place. Here we arrived afler a tew hours, and now it was 
necessary the lovers, should part R— — ^ of course, fully 
saw and felt this necessity, and indeed so did, by this time,, 
the lady herself, who, probably, expecting to find a difl^rent 
sort of vessel in our man-of-war, must by this time have per- 
ceived that, however fine in theory sailing round the world 
with the man of her heart might be, the circumacribed 
limits and scanty accommodations of a small schooner were 
but ill calculated to tempt the farther prosecution of her en- 
terprise. As it is unnecessary to draw on the sensibilities of 
our sentimental readers, by dwelling on the parting scene> 
I shall merely observe, that it was of the usual moving and 
pathetic description. 

About a twelvemonth after, as I subsequently learned, the 
father having been seized with an alarming illness, and seeing 
his end approaching, besought her with his last breath, and as 
she valued his blessing, to connect herself in marriage with 
the person he had choses for her. The natural regard for 
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her departing parent never exerted such force as at that mo- 
ment, absorbing every other feeling: she uttered the fatal 
promise,and they were some time after married ; but the honey- 
moon had not yet passed ere she fled from her husband's roof. 
At the urgent intreaties and remonstrances of mutual friends, 
after some months, she was induced to return to him again ; 
but not long afterwards, a final separation took place, and, hav- 
ing some little property left her by a relation, she quitted the 
island altogether, and returned to Europe.. B- ■ , not long 
after their last interview, having been made Jieutenant, re- 
turned to England. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Meteorological phenomentu Water-tpout, * Tropical ^um- 
der^atomu. Singtdar effects of lightning on board a ship 
of war. Impaired health and consequent return to Eng' 
land. Embark on board a merchant'ship. Part company 
ttUh oontfoy. False alarm. Hard-up in the store-room. 
Nautical Mfis. YiUanous conduct of the Master, Land 
at SdUy, A silly trick; part company with my traps, 
and never see them more. 

On our return from this trip, off the north-west end of Bar- 
badoes, the wind light and variable, the w.eather unsettled 
and cloudy, we had an opportunity of observing a remarkable 
water-spout, which formed on the lee bow. . These meteoro- 
logical .phenomena are of frequent occurrence in these seae, 
generally in calms or light winds, when the atmosphere is 
loaded with vapours. From a lowering black cloud a misty 
column depends, sometimes sloping, sometimes perpendicular 
in which the water may be seen apparently ascending in a 
spiral directicm from the base, which has the appearance of an 
inverted funnel, to the cloud, at its junction. Their .shape, 
however, varies. Sometimes the efiect, on their first forma- 
tion, is similar to that of a smoking furnace, or vapour from a 
cauldron, the sea, at the base, appearing in a foam ; over this 
is suspended a black conical cloud, which continues to de- 
scend until it reaches the sea, the smoke-like appearance 
rising at the same time until it touches the cloud. Of the 
causes of this singular phenomenon, various theories have 
been formed, but hitherto with as little success as those put 
forward respecting those more solid atmospheric miracles, the 
oieteoric stones. Electricity is probably the grand agent in 
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these^ as in the production of every other meteorological 
effect. The danger arising from a proximity to these watery 
columns^is) I suspect, greatly exaggerated, as they are easily 
avoided, and I never even heard of an accident from them. 
To witness these, and other operations of Nature in her grand 
laboratory on a magnificent scale, one must visit the tropics. 
The thunder-storms are awfully grand. Their eflbct, when 
observed firom^vessel lying at anchor, surrounded by high 
movntams, is ^^ond the power of imagination to convey an 
idea o£ The crash and reverberation are tremendous. One 
could well fancy that the very rocks, nay, even the globe itself 
was riven asunder, and about to dissolve. 



On one of these occasions 1 was lying in the harbour of 
lotola, and very narrowly escaped being struck by the elec- 
tric fluid. I had charge of the middle^ watch : it was during 
the hurricane months, and the usual unsettled weather had 
tor some time before prevailed. It was one of the most terri* 
ble nights I ever experienced ; yet was the scene sublimely 
magnificent The bay was alternately one vivid sheet of 
flame, and as suddenly plunged in utter darkness, while peal 
upon peal of thunder, re-echoed by the mountains, seemed to 
threaten annihilation, and the rain came down a perfect del- 
uge. About two o'clock, standing on one of the guns, I was 
leaning ovelr the hammock-nettings, by the . main rigging, 
dripping with wet, my head muffled up in my watch-coat, and 
suspended over the water, when a stream of the electric fluid 
passed close to my right eari producing precisely the same 
hissing noise, and splash of the water that a large shell or 
shot would hate done. Roused from my revei^ie, I turned about 
and found that several of our men had been struck down by 
the dash, which aflfected their eye-sight so much, that they 
did not immediately recover the ftill use of it. 

On board of one of our sloops of war the efl[ects were ex- 
tremely singular. The electric fluid, entering the head of 
the main-mast passed through the centre, splitting it like a 
reed in ten thousand shreds, to the bottom of the vessel, 
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where, deflected by the ballast, or some other caase, it as- 
cended, making its escape upwards through the bottom of- 
the water-tank, a foot or two before the znain-mast, in which 
it made a round well defined hde, turning up the lead inside, 
as if perforated by a tweWe-pound shot. This mast was taken 
out at English harbour, in the dock-yard of which place it was 
erected, and still stands as a memorial of this singular occur- 
rence. ^. 

The hopes of advancement, which I hacT be^ taught so 
confidently to entertain when I accepted the command of this 
vessel, had been long on the wane ; till at length, ^rtly by 
the great reduction of the squadron, which had been cat down 
since the capture of the enemy's colonies to leal than one 
half, and the consequent circumscribed patronage Of the com- 
mander-in-chief, my expectations of promotion on tthd spot 
were at so low an ebb, that T solicited and obtained '"pig^is- 
sion to return to England, to prefer my claims at the princi- 
pal fountain of promotion. This step, which it hkd been 
well had I carried into execution two years before, was 
moreover become absolutely necessary on the score of my 
health ; a constant state of excitement, watchfulness and care 
for nearly two years of arduous service, having completely 
iRattered my constitution. Indeed, I had never been myself 
since my attack of yellow fever, and this service gave the 
coup^'grace to my health. How many anxious days and 
nights, under a press of sail, gunwales under (for, from the 
nature of our duty, our motto was dispatch), have I stood the 
bufietings of the pitiless storm, and the lashing of the wave ! 
This at least has had the efibct of cooling and dlrciplinidg the 
fervour of my ambition — a very unruly and troublesome com- 
panion at the best of times— for, even when gratified, 'tis 
like a wayward, spoilt child, its appetite ''growing by what 
His fed upon;" and when disappointed, it is still worse. 

On the 15th of June T resigned the command to one of 
the lieutenants of the flag-ship, receiving th^ strongest writ- 
ten testimonials from the actual commander-in-chief as well 
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as tbe former* who at this time was governor of one of the 
islands, and who, on hearing my intentions, lost no time in for- 
warding to me a document highly calculated to advance my 
views, at the same time doing me the honour to express his 
"regret that my services had not met with the reward they 
had merited.'* , Such adu^owledgments from so high a quar* 
ter» with several othdHl^ -1^^ tioubtless highly gratifying ; 
and indeed it is hot candid to say, that from both these excel- 
lent officers I ^ ever experienced the most flattering consid- 
eration and personal notice. But all this was but a*cold 
compensation for Jong and faithful services in such a climate, 
for hopes -foRg deferred, and a broken constitution ; especially 
as I cQttld net help thinking that a little borough interest 
^oul j liave sery^ me better than all tile merit in the world 

I had received an order to join the L sloop of war, 

about to take charge of the homeward-bound trade, for a 
passage to ^England ; bat, being desirous of avoiding the re- 
straints of a ship notorious on her station, from the reputation 
of her commander, as well as the inconveniencies of a crowd- 
ed steerage (she being encumbered with supernumeraries,) 
io an evil moment I availed myself of an offer from a gentle- 
man who ^ had freighted, and was. himself about to proceed in 
her, of a passage on board a merchant-bng,^about to sail froaa. 
St. John's, Antigua : and I embarked a few days ajfler. 

This vesseUcalled the P ■ ■, was about 120 ions burthen, 
laden with sugar, and bound to Plymouth. Owing to certain 
circumstances, the individual (an officer in the navy) who was 
to have taken her home was superseded in the command by 
another, just as we were on the eve of sailing. This turned 
out to be a brutal and unprincipled fellow, a fair specimen of 
the very worst of the genus of merchant skippers, one who 
seemed to comprehend no other law than that of expediency 
—a sort of Dirk Hatterick. A few days sufficed to make 
us acquainted with the character of this hero, and also to fa- 
miliarise us with a few other items, none of which were cal- 
culated to be a subject of congratulation for- the choice we 

21 
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had made; and we had not been long at sea befcnre we hitA 
su$cient reason to regret having put foot on board. It tomed 
out that this vessel, after remauiing so long up the harbour, 
waiting for a freight, as to render caulking and repairs abso* 
lutely necessary, had been taken up on the spur of the mo- 
ment, with little regard to her efficiency. 

It is by no means a rare thing to find merchantmen in this 
trade exhibiting instances ofn parsimonious ^position in the 
outfit and scarcely allowing common neceaSries, still less 
superfluities; but few vessels are put. to sea in so bare a state 
as was ours. One remarkable circumstance with which we 
could notiielp been struck, was the singular partiality evinc- 
ed in every thing appertaining to this craft for the stngtdar 
number. This ominous predilection, (which, to our cost, we 
found more especially characterised the personal dispositions 
of our singular chief,) extended to the most petty details of 
the furniture, equipment, and provisioning. She had one fore- 
sail, one foretop-sail, ditto top-gallantHsail — ^in short, one suit 
of rotten sails, many of them patched and darned from clew 

^ to ear-ring ;— one set of rigging, cordage and spars, one small 
boat, &c. The same consistant antipathy to the plural ex- 
tended to our furniture and stores : we reckoned as many of the 
^«rious articles confined to the inost simple necessaries as we 
counted heads in the mess ; — which I should have observed, 
consisted of four individuals, viz., the master, the merchant, 
owner of the cargo, a brother officer, and myself. This scan- 
ty supply a few stormy days and lee lurches speedily reduced 
and in a heavy north-wester on the banks of Newfoundland, 
when little more than half passage home, the whole had 
disappeared, and, "like the baseless fabric of a vision, left not 
a wreck behind f * so that we were reduced to a solitary tin 
pot, ditto cup, a few other fTacl,ured articles, and, in lien of a 
wine-glass, to dole the small remaining portion of our wine, 

* were fain to make shift with the solitary relic of our departed 
crockery, the deep lid of a shattered coffee pot Myself and 
the lieutenant had each of course laid in our own stock of 
provision for the voyage; but before half this 'had been 
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achieved, the whole of our live stock had been absorbed, our 
drinkables had nearly evaporated, and we were reduced to salt 
junk and mouldy biscuit, and even this threatened to Mi us in 
case of a protracted passage. Detained some days collecting 
convoy, we did not get clear of the islands until the latter end 
of the month — when wq now found that the vessel leaked in 
in every part A constant exposure to the sun haviog open- 
ed all her seams, the water poured in above and below. Our 
sleeping berths in bad weather were inundated, and even in 
ftir weather the bedding was scarcely ever dry ; and frequent 
spells at the pumps were necessary to keep her tree. This 
state of purgatory, which a few dayp sufliced to make us 
heartily sick of, was rendered less tolerable by the apparent 
probability of a prolonged passage. Among a large convoy 
there are generally two or three unfortunate logs whose slug- 
gish movements call forth hourly from numerous mouths^ 
cunes both loud and deep ;*' this was the case in the present 
instance ; f<v some two or three of these dung barges the 
precious moments of half the day would be wasted in laying- 
to. Scarcely any thing is calculated to put the patience 
more severely to the test, in a fast sailing ship, than to be 
obliged to loiter and watch the tardy movements of these ag- 
eing craft, the finest breeise Uowing all the time, and the very 
eaiLs flapping in the wind, apparently partaking <^the general 
impatience. This, under the most favourable circumstances 
of good fare, good quarters, and agreeable messmates, is suffi- 
ciently * wearisome; but in our situation it was intolerable, 
even without the various discomforts to which I have shown we 
were subjected; the evanescent nature of our sea stock, too, 
made the question of accelerated progression one of no small 
moment — Urged by these considerations, we felt not the 
smallest disinclination to a proposal made by the master, and 
the other individual interested in the cargo, to quit the con- 
voy, and make the best of our way. The ostensible motives 
for this step on their part corresponded with our own, but we 
subsequently had reason to believe that the real one was to 
ran IntoScilly or some other port to smuggle. Taking the 
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Opportunity one extremely, dark and stormy night, when 
somewhere in the latitude of the Bermudas, we gave sheet, 
and packing on all we could carry, were next morning out 
of sight of our lagging companions. - This was really a very 
delicate enterprise, tor, besides the rickety and equivocal state 
of the vessel, the chances of finding our way into an enemj's 
gaol were not trifling — considering that we were at war with 
all the world, and immediately on the coast of one of the most 
redoubtable of our maritime antagonists. Fortunately we had 
a favourable breeze, which stuck to us till we reached the 
chops of the Channel. Hitherto we had been so lucky as to 
meet with nothing to excite our apprehensions: scudding be- 
fore a strong north<<wester, we soon reached soundings, and on 
the 10th of August descried the Sdlly Islands : but now, just 
as we began to congratulate ourselves on being out of reach 
of danger, the appearance of a sinister-looking lugger, under 
all sail, standing towards as to the eastward, occasioned serious 
alarm. The wind being light and the atmosphere hazy, we 
were kept in an anxious state of suspense a considerate time ; 
however, we put a good face on the matter, boldly stood on our 
course, and, htlving heard or dreamed of the magic efiect, in 
scaring away small fry, of two or three cocked-hats peering 
over the gunwale, myself and brother officer rigged ourselves 
in our uniform, and made ourselves as con^icuous as possible, 
— ^hoisting at the same time an English ensign and pendant 
The stranger however turned out to be a pilot vessel from 
Scilly. 

At the distance of five or six leagues from the land it fell 
calm. We now found it was intended to run the brig into 
Scil1y» and, as the presence of myself and brother officer was 
not necessary to the contraband arrangements of our skipper, 
it was proposed to land us forthwith at these islands. IncoD« 
venient and expensive as we foresaw this would prove, we had 
little disinclination to accede to it, for, independently of the 
natural impatience to set foot on my native soil, afler so long 
an absence, /was mentally searsick, and our irksome situation 
on board was alone sufficient to make any change desirable. 



BSRTICS AFLOAT. 245 

This was bo sooner settled, than the boat was hoisted out, and 
with little note of preparation we made ready to depart The 
boat being too small to carry our luggage, I was constrained 
to leave the greater part of my eflects behind, to be lande 
when the vessel arrived at her ultimate destination in the riv- 
er Thames. This was, however, the last I ever saw of them 
of a valuable set of books, charts, nautical instruments, wear- 
ing apparel, and, what was more vexations, a collection of 
plans and drawings. I never recovered a single article. On 
waiting subsequently on the owner in London, he drew such 
a picture of the villainy of this master, that I f^ t inclined to 
congratulate myself that nothing worse had occurred. The 
brig was subsequently captured. 

After a fatiguing pull of four or five hours we reached St 
Agnes late in the afternoon, and I once more, after an ab- 
sence of seven years and a hal( pressed my native soil. On 
one or two former occasions, with what raptures had I hailed 
that event ! But without health there is little enjoyment; 
and at the pjresent moment the emotions I felt were of a very 
modified description. 

We were lucky enough to find a packe Vboat about to start 
for Penzance, in whicli we embarked the same night, and 
reached that town the following morning in time for break- 
fast ; from thence we proceeded on to Plymooth, where we 
remained a few days. Separating from my fellow voyagers, 
I now made the best of my way to London. This speculation 
cost me dear ; for, besides the loss of my luggage, my travel- 
ling expenses to town amounted nearly to the price of a pas- 
sage from the West Indies. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Arrival in London, AppAnimerU to the F-^— sloop'of 

war. Embark on board the & frigate. Voyage to 

Barbadoe; Join the Y in the Gulf of Paria,— 

Leaky and dangerous condition. Arrive at Barbadoes. 
Vessel surveyed and condemned. Hoist Admiral's flag. 
Description of Barbadoes. Erection of Nelson's statue. 
Invalided. Embark on board the B ^.74 Sail for Eng- 
land with a convoy. 

On reaching London, I lost no time in laying a statement of 
my services ^before the first lord of the admirality, who was 
pleased to confirm me as a lieutenant, and to appoint me to his 
Majesty's sloop Y , on the station I had just quitted ; so 
that, notwithstanding the state of my health, and the necessi- 
ty of breathing fori^ time my native air, I was compelled (for 
my orders were peremptory) once more to return to the scene 
of my late adventurer At the latter end of September I set 
out for Portsmouth, and arrived just in time to get on board 

thQ S -frigate, which had been waiting tor nearly two 

months for a fair wind to proceed with a convoy to the West 
Indies. 

We reached Barbadoe^ after a favourable passage of six 
weeks, unmarked by any event worthy of notice, if we except 
some five or six duels, which^ from a paucity of amusement, 
were arranged for the first fine' morning after our arrival in 
port. This j9ort of thing will sometimes happen in the best 
regulated societies. And there appears some extenuation for 
its occurrence, under the tedium of a long voyage, when 
friend and foe are promiscuously cooped up together between 
four iMtiJc-heads, without the means of avoiding the objects of 
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aTersion or contempt Bat ulthongh the gretter part of the 
mess had somehow or other got by the ears, the sight of kod« 
and the moment of parting, modifying their resentments, left 
an opening for the mediation of mutual friends; so that mat^ 
ters were amicably arranged without the loss of either hon- 
our or blood. 

Finding my new vessel was at Trinidad, I proceeded on in 
the brig to that ifiland* We reached the Gulf of Paria on the 
2dth of November, and the same day fell in with and joined 
the Y , cruising off the Dragons' Mouths. 

This vessel was another of those job craft, the inefficiency 
of which compromised the honour of the profession, and hour- 
ly placed the lives of all on board in jeopardy. Measuring 
about one hundred and forty or fifty tons, and mounting twelve 
twelve-pounder carronades and two sixes, with a complement 
of seventy-five men, she was rated a sloop of war. A pretty 
figure we should have cut alongside the American Hornet, 
or any other of Brother Jonathan's seven hundred tons cor- 
vettes or sloops of war ! And yet, in caseof capture, the world 
whose first impressions and opinions are governed by names, 
and who seldom inquire into the whys and wherefores, would 
have made little allowance for this disparity of force. It was 
some such similar instances that did more during the last 
American war in destroying the good fortune of our navy, and 
giving confidence to the enemy, than any event recorded in 
its proud annals ; and yet, with an unprecedented blindness, 
in spite of experience, and although the greatest professional 
talent has recently arrayed itself against the system, the sa- 
pient heads entrusted with the destinies of the ** nation's best 
bulwark" still pursue the plan of building ten-gun brigs and 
small frigates. In the instance of the Y , however, in- 
dependently of the above exceptions, from her age, the slight- 
nees of her build, and the badness of her materials, she was 
unfit for the ordinary tug of navigation, and absolutely unsafe. 
On joining her I found she was in so leaky a state that it was 
necessary to keep the pumps constantly going ; and a short 
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time BQfaeequently, on oar way up to Btrfaadoes, daring a 
'some what rough paaeage, it was difficult to keep lier free.— 
And no wonder. On reaching Carlisle Bay, the resolt of a 
survey made us acquainted with her real state, which fiur sui- 
passed any thing we could have anticipated. It was matter 
of astonishment to the surveying officers how she had held 
together, Her bottom was inch and a quarter fir, and so rot- 
ten and pierced by the worm, that, but §br the coppw, one 
might ahnost have kicked a hole through. She was forthwith 
condemned as unfit for further service. We were not imme- 
diately put out of commission, as the vesse] was retained as a 
guard, or receiving vessel, until the pleasure of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admirality should be known as to her 
ultimate disposal In this manner I continued in her until the 
ensuing spring, when the state of my health making my re- 
moval from this climate necessary, I took advantage of a 
board of survey held on various other individuals at the hospi ; 
tals, was invalided, and transferred-accordingly on board the 

frigate, which was about to sail with the trade, to join 

the convoy collecting at St Thomas; and on the 18th ot June 
I took my final leave of Barbadbes. 

Barbadoes difiers essentially in character from all the other 
islands, as being less rugged, mountainous, and woody ; the 
whole forming a moderately high and level ridge, except in 
the north-west quarter, called Scotland, where it rises to an 
elevation of some seven or eight hundred feet It is in 
length twenty-five miles, and in breadth about fifteen. The 
soil is extremely superficial, over a mass of coralline rag*. 

Bridge Town, in the south-we^ quarter, is a long, irregu- 
lar, ill-built town, about two miles in length, extending round 
a fine sandy beach, forming the anchorage of Carlisle Bay. It 
contains a population of twenty thousand. In a small square 
at the head of the careenage, is a good bronze statue of Nelson, 
who is a^Very great fiivourite in this part of the world. I hap- 
pened to be present at the brilliant and imposing ceremony 
that took place on the erection of this in 1812. On this 
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occasion there was a grand torn out of the numerous garri- 
sons, the municipal authorities, and the officers and detach- 
ments of seamen from the squadron, which, assisting in pro- 
cession, constituted a spectacle rarely witnessed in this part 
of the world. 

The Barbadians are the Gascons of the Antilles; they 
call their island ^ little' England," and hold themselves supe- 
rior to all the other islanders. 

There are three other towns in the island ; Hole Town, 
about seven miles north-west of Bridge Town; Speight's 
Town, about fourteen ; and St Austin's. 

The great defect of this island is its want of a good har- 
bour,^the only tolerable anchorage being that of Carlisle Bay, 
which affords but a partial shelter, and in which the ground in 
general is fiir from good. The scenery round this beautifiil 
bay is extremely chaiacteristic. The golden beach, reflect- 
ing an unclouded sun, and fringed with the white ripple of 
the blcte wave that gently breaks along it, is skirted by a 
grove of cocoaruut trees, extending in a semi-circle along 
the whole margin ; the white houses peeping forth from these 
the fort at Needham's Point to the right, and the body of the 
own to the left, the shipping in the bay, the numerous boats 
and canoes always on the move, exhibit a coup <2'«et/ infinitely 
animated and pleasing on a first arrival. But if the effect of 
tropical scenery, under the constant cerulean sky by day, is 
calculated to make an impression on a new comer, the effect 
by moonlight is still stronger.^ Of the magic influence of 
this, a dry description alone must fail in giving a just idea. 
Here the queen of night shines with a placid brilliancy un- 
known in northern climes, affording light enough to read by ; 
while the foilage glitters, illuminated by thousands of flittmg 
lamps, lit up by that luminous little animal the fire-fly. Of 
these there are two or three kinds. One is a small kind, the 
other a species of beetle, chiefly confined to the woods. 

On reaching SU Thomas, I was transferred into the 
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seventy-fiMir, which xna charged with the convoy, consisting 
of two handred and twenty sail of merchant sMps. On the 
25th of May we weighed our anchor, and as night drew her 
curtain over the receding shores of the islands, I took a part- 
ing glance, and bade adieu to that country, which had been 
80 long the busy, and not uninteresting scene of trying vicis- 
situde and stirring adventure; so long the field of hopes, 
which grew only to be blighted ! 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Reflections on slave emancipation, Negro population of the 
AntiUes. Coloured inhabitants. General Character of 
the negroes much misunderstood. Customs, manners, <^c. 
Negro, mimickry, fortitude, general aptitude, lllustra" 
tions. EvUs of slavery. Atrocious cruelty of a slave pro- 
prietor tU Tortolo, Execution of tu)o negroes. Their 
behaviour. Illustrations, 

In taking leave of these regions of the diackle and the lash, 
where man, withholding from his fellow man his best and most 
incontestable birth-right, exhibits the strange anomaly of a 
race of all others the most tenacious of Liberty, whose proudest 
boast it is to have a drawn their first breath in that island of 
the brave and the free in which her beacon light first gleamed 
and her banner was first unfiirled, imposing the galling yoke 
of servitude on their brothers — it will not be deemed irrele- 
vant or uninteresting to say a few words respecting that nu- 
merous and ill-fated class so long the victims of Christian 
cupidity, cruelty and selfishness. I am the more readily indu- 
ced to enter on tiie subject, as the question of the total aboli- 
tion of the inhuman and demoralizing traffic in human fiesh, 
and the final emancipation of the leaves in our colonies, has 
long been one of paramoimt interest to tbe^ise, the reflect- 
ing, the humane, and truly religious, in every class of society. 

It is not my purpose to discuss the readiest means of, 
attaining ends so necessary and desirable, as little can be 
added to the sum ofthose already suggested by the host of 
good and enlightened individuals who have at different 
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times appeared on the arena to advocate the sacred cause 
of hamanity. But as the concurrezice of the c<Hmnimity at 
large (which can only be obtained by diasipatingf those mists 
of prejudice that either hide or distort the question, and by 
enlightening them as to the real situation and character of 
the negro) will beat least one essential in efiecting the desir- 
ed ends, I shall confine myself to the object of endeavouring to 
stimulate to exertion in this charitable cause, by lowing 
that the persecuted negro, hitherto regarded as a savage, 
degraded being, unworthy of, as insensible to, the benefit of 
liberty and civilization, possesses capabilities, physical and 
moral, every way calculated to vindicate his claim to all the 
privileges of society monopolised by his apparently more sav- 
age Christian task-master. 

One thing is certain, and as " coming evepts cast their shad- 
ows before," the gift of prophecy is not necessary to forsee it, 
that if some steps arc not shortly taken,jtheir rapid march will 
anticipate and deprive us of the merit of concession. If the 
slaves in our colonies are not enfranchised by our legislators, 
circumstance, that, imperious lawgiver, will ere long- legislate 
for them. 

The negro population comprises on the average nearly 
seven-eights of the whole. The coloured and free negroes, 
who, labouring under the stigma of caste, and numerous invi- 
dious disqualification and exceptions, would, in case of a re- 
volt, make common cause with them, are also in considerable 
number. Before them are the infant governments of Mexico 
and Colombia, rapidly emergiug' into adolescence, under the 
fostering protection of the genius of freedom ; and in the 
very centre of them a rismg nation of their own race .which, 
afler the most sanguinary struggle with their pivilised ty- 
rants recorded in the pages . of history, ancient or modem, 
have achieved their independence, undaunted by the rack, the 
axe, the gallows, and all those terrors and refin^nents of cru- 
elty to which despotism has recourse to effect its linhallowed 
ends, those ends which will ever remain a foul blot on the 
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Christian name, fhvta they are not without contiguouB exam- 
ples of successful perseveraace and of heroic endurance. 

That the negroes are alive to^ and impatient of, their situa* 
tion, and only wait a favoutable conjuncture of circumstances 
to change it, is sufficiently evident from the attempts at re* 
volt from time to time made in Jamaica and some of the 
other island towards the latter end of the last century, to say 
nothing of more recent indications. 

The isolation of the smaller islands, it is true, may be some- 
what unfavourable at the present moment to such an object ; 
but a few years will change all that, and the precocious 
giant of the new world, so rapidly approaching maturity, wilj 
have only to lifl his finger to resolve the problem. The first 
hostile movement of Great Britain against this or any of the 
repniblican governments will probably be tlie signal tor unfurl- 
ing the sacred banner of mankind. 

The negro character is little undenstood and consequently 
but little appreciated, among Europeans : the ignorance that 
prevails among the mass on this subject is really astonishing. 
The very term negro, with the multitude, has been, and is still 
synonymous with every thing barbarous, stupid, ferocious, 
and degrading. The being so designated has been assigned a 
rank among the human family little superior to that of the 
beast of the field, and, consistently witli this humane^ and en- 
lightened notion, the treatment has been degrading. — Essen- 
tially, until very recently, there has been no difierence made 
between the two, and in many instances the biped n^ight well 
envy the quadruped, with whom he shared the toil. Like the 
latter, driven in flocks to their daily labour, and similarly 
urged by the lash of their unfeeling or capricious task-masters 
they might even envy them the occasional remission of surveil- 
lance which themselves rarely e3q)erienced. 

Nothing is more illustrative of the defective mode of ordi- 
nary education than the little light gained on this subject at 
our schools, though the proper study of mankind is, or should 

22 
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be» man. This essential is almost eotirely overlooked. Iih 
stead of being shown the vAriety of species, physical and 
moral, into which mankind are divided, either naturally or by 
education, we are shown in our class book, at the head of our 
momikig lesson, the portraits of certain anthropophagi, with 
flat nose, thick pouting lips, retreating fore-head, and woolly 
hair; and this beau-ideal of African beauty is ever after asso- 
ciated with the whole race. So difficult is it to divest oar- 
selves of early impressions and preconceived notions, that it 
requires no common share of experience and reflection to 
eradicate them. ' The &ct is that nowhere in the animal king- 
dom is there a greater variety tlian among this class. Be- 
sides the general leading distinguishing traits, as in the cd- 
our and constitution of the epidermis, and in the peculiarity 
of their hair, the shades of physical development are so vari- 
ous and extensive, no less than the moral, that on comparing 
them the distinction is as obvious as that between a pug and a 
spaniel. 

Many of the African nations or tribes evince intellectual 
capabilities and moral qualities, which only require cultiva- 
tion to place them on a par with the proud European. In 
all this, they are decidedly superior to most other tiopical na- 
tions, but with none is the contrast more striking than with 
their dark brethren, the aborigines of the New World, and 
those of the Antilles, the Charaibs. The distance in many 
points is immense, but in nothing do they differ more than in 
the following characteristics. The one is all animation and 
energy, the latter supine, listless, and indiflerent to every 
thing but his ease,incurring starvation and every privati(»i in 
the indulgence of his darling propensity, and testifying an ab- 
horrence to exertion, to innovation and change, which sets 
civilization at defiance, and leaves little to hope. The negro 
may be moulded to any thing. For the exertionof the hig^Jier 
intellectual qualities, though data for forming a correct esti- 
mate may not be abundant, instances of a sufficiently decided 
and evident character are not wanting ; and judging further 
from analogy, there is no reason to doubt their capabilities on 
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this head. They have excellent memories ; they make the 
best of artisans, and may be readily taught any handiciaft, I 
have often been struck with a quickness of perception and 
aptitude for imitation truly astonishing. One of the best mi- 
mics I ever saw was an old negro at Bridge Town ;^ among 
other caricatures, he used to ape the formal and ostentatious 
manners and address of the governor, the late Sir Gec^ge — 
in a way that amused and surprised every one. But, indeed, 
those who have the &calty of observation need not go beyond 
the precincts of our o*vn metropolis to be convinced : not a 
few instances may be seen of the readiness with which certain 
sable dandies copy the fashions of the day, and the air, strut, 
and jounge of our exquisites But although an infinite diver- 
sity of character exists among the various species of this nu- 
merous family, yet, however the extremes may differ, all ex- 
hibit certain general physical traits, principally in the woolly 
liair, which would seem to mark them as a homogeneous class. 

Among the tribes with which (as more generally the victims 
of the disgraceful traffic) Europeans have the best opportuni- 
ties of becoming acquainted, are the Mandingoes, the Coro- 
mantines, or Gold Coast Negroes, the Whidah people, or Pap- 
aws, the Eboes, and the natives of Congorand Angola. 

Of these the Mandingoes and the Papaws evince a gentle- 
ness and docility of disposition and demeanour which might 
warrant the ide& of its being the result of early systematic 
discipline and education. The physical development of some 
of these tribes is in unison with these dispositiona The phre- 
nological and physiognomical outline differs essent'ally from 
that of the more southern natives, (who are distinguished by 
their flat noses, thick lips, and projecting lower jaws,) and 
what is singular, they are in a great measure exempt from the 
peculiar fetid odOur which exhales from the skin of the latter. 

Others again, as the Cormantines, evince intellectual and 
moral powers that might throw into the shade those so much 
boasted of by their white fellows. Their principal character* 
istic iS| however a tomiess and tenacity of purpose, and ui 



nutakem coange, wlneh set ai nooglil all tiat intman malke, 
atmrakted bj the refinements of cruelty, can indent to torture 
and to terrify, — meeting death net only with a fortitude, hot 
an indifierence which mi^^t well vie with the proudest of 
tboae apocryphal examples of Roman stoicism and heroism 
wifli which it is the frshion of classic cant to interlard its 
pompons periods. Whether this may have its origin in apa- 
thy or elevation of sonl, it were as mmecessary as useless to 
discosB ; wherever the quality has been met with, we have 
been taught, and justly, to admire and respect it, as placing its 
poaseasor above the more appalling evils of humanity ; and 
this virtue of character is more or less general aoKMig all 
the tribes above aSaded to. 

Among other instances, I myself was an eye-witness of a 
striking illustration of this at the execution of two negroes at 
Saint Pierre in 1811. These men had been convicted of the 
murder of their mistress, under very aggravated circumstan- 
ces, fi>r which they were sentenced to be banged. These 
matters are settled in a much more summary and less formal 
manner than in Europe. The grJIows, formed gibbet fashion, 
of one perpendicular and a transverse beam, at each extremi- 
ty of which is affixed the fatal noose, was erected an hour or 
two previously to the execution, on the beach opposite the 
town. At eleven in the forenoon the unfortunate culprits, 
escorted by a file of soldiers, and attended by the executioner 
and a priest, were marched down from the jail to the place of 
execution. I was astonished at the little curiosity evinced by 
the towns-people on this occasion, although the case, being 
aggravated by some peculiar circumstances, had made a great 
noise, and the time and place of execution were known by 
all Not more than half a dozen individuals, great and small, 
out of the numerous population of this extensive town, were on 
the spot to witness the melancholy example ; so little does the 
&te of the wretched negro, be it ever so deplorable, call forth 
the attention even, much less the commiseration, of the mul- 
titude. The troops being formed on three sides of the beach, 
the prisioners were made to kneel while a short prayer waa 
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read to them by the priest ; after which, their eyes being ban- 
daged, they were conducted to the foot of the ladder placed 
against the beam, up which, their arms being confined, they 
were with some difficulty shouldered by the executioner, who, 
having adjusted the rope, and given them the awful launch, 
which required no inconsiderable efibrt and dexterity, mount- 
ed astride their shoulders in a fashion which however revolt- 
ing to the senses, was mercy to the suflTerers, and soon put an 
end to their existence. Up to this moment nothing struck me 
more than the apparent unconcern) and passive indifference 
to the appalling scene around them, of these unfortunate 
men. I watched tbem narrowly, and not a sign indicative of 
terror or alarm was evinced by either of them. They ap- 
peared moreover to have suffered little from confinement or 
the. anxiety and gnawing anticipation incident to the dreadful 
doom that awaited them. They were robust, plump, and heal- 
thy as negroes in the best condition. Their walk downfi-om 
the jail was firm, and the whole of their demeanour a pas- 
sive indifference, evincing none of that clinging to life almost 
inseparable from frail mortality on so trying an occasion. 

The natives of Whidah, or the Papaws, as they are some- 
times called, are the most docile and best disposed of the 
whole : without the firmness of the Coromantines, they are 
free from the timidity and desponding temper of the £boes. 
These last are from the Bight of Benin, and may be classed 
among the lowest in the scale of the natives. This moral in- 
feriority is in harmony with their physiognomical and phreno- 
logical outline ; the elongation of the Iqwer jaw and the ex- 
pression of the visage approaching more or less, to that of 
the simia genus ; their timidity forms a striking contrast with 
the frank and fearless tempers of other tribes. 

The Congoes and natives of Angola are of mild and docile 
dispositions, with a smaller proportion of that propensity to 
transgress the eighth commandment, which forms a promi- 
nent trait among barbarous people. They make expert me- 
chanics, but are better fitted for domestic than field labour ; in 
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gmenl they are a cheerfbl, good-natured people, patient un- 
der euffering and ill treatment, but alive to kindness ; for the 
iflolated instances dt revenge, which we sometimes hear oC 
must only be considered as exceptions to the role, suggerted 
and stimulated by bad treatment, **a worm will turn when trod 
upon;^ and what is to be expected from the uncivilised, untu- 
tored slave, acting chiefly by blind impulse, when urged— as 
the atrocious catalogue of their wrongs, adducing but too ma- 
ny damning instances, would show — ^past all endurance 1 — 
Among their fiunilies and connexions they are kind and affec- 
tionate, and in their general bearing there is a bland address 
and courteous manner, fiir superior to the cold, chilling abrupt- 
ness of our own lower classes. With all (his, their tact for 
imitation, which I have before remarked on, is strikingly ex- 

liibited. You will see two old negroes as naked as their first 

fiithcr, excepting a simple rag round their middle, meet in the 
street, and accost each other in. their broken lingo with all the 
ceremony of their masters, and, with a tone the most earnest, 
inquiring separately of the healths of the different individuals, 
and evincing the most eager attention to all their concerns ; 
and then gossiping^ of the little news or scandal of the day, 
with as much gravity and grimace as an old courtier would 
discuss the politics of the day, and adjust the fate of nations. 

« Ah ! ma patience, (says an old negro to an acquaintance of 
the other sex,) how you do dis m-a-r-ning1"— " So, so, b-a-dy !" 

«♦ Kic you really look p-e-al dis m-4i-r-ning ; me really tmk 

you hab li'lle febur. How ta quaco onco Ceesar, ma Judy*? 
all de li'Ue piccannineyl" 

The negrees and mulattoes, particularly the latter, are fond 
of the dance : this healthy and pleasing amusement is very 
general in most of the islands, and usually takes place of a 
Sunday afternoon, when the t(Mn-tom is heard in various quar- 
ters, giving note pf preparation. , The dance of the former is 
the primitive simple jig, or set between two individuals of ei- 
ther sex, expressive of the most natural and predominant, as 
they are called, of the passions. 
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' The dignitj bolls of the latter are, however, another aflair 
here. They figure away in the country-dance, and in the 
French colonies quadrille it fb the vUAin or other European in- 
struments, displaying no inconsiderable degree of grace and 
skill. 

Some have remarked on the little aptitude or taste evinced 
in music, inferring a deficiency of the faculty : but the remark 
will apply to all barbarous people ; the talent is probably one 
of civilisation, and with the negro only requires the cultiva- 
tion of the innate germ to make it fructify. Some of their 
airs are exceedingly plaintive, and the manner of singing in 
chorus evinces no small degree of natural taste : rowing in 
boats or other kind of labour, when a simultaneous efibrt is re- 
quired, they have generally a song formed of extempore vers- 
es, the improvisatore being the stroke oar, the driver, or one 
supereminent among the rest fur the talent He in a minor 
key gives out a line or two in allusion to any passing event, 
all the rest taking up the burthen of the song, as a chorus, in 
a tenor, and this produces a very pleasing efiect For instance, 
at the Virgin Islands, the boatman's song is as follows : — 

Jenny go to market for buy me varrow prautin, 
Heigh, me know, bombye me takey. 
Chorus — Heigh me know &c. 
Heigh me knew &c. 

Me nebur know before Jenny bin a bad gal, 
Heigh me know, bombye me takey. 
CuoHu^— Heigh me know, &c. 
Heigh me know &c. 

At Antigua: — 

Massa lock de dcor, and take away de key. 
Hurra, my jolly boys, grog time a day. 
CHORua^Qrog time a day, my boys, gro^ time a day, 
Hurra, my jolly boys, grog time a day, ftc. 

From the brief sketch we have given it will be seen, that 
with the ordinary capabilities of our common nature, and per- 

I V 
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haps the latent seeds of otheis, which require bat the culture 
of education to germinate, the African possesses in perfection 
some of those higher endowments, which, as I have befbie 
remarked, let them emanate from whatever source they may, 
it has been hitherto a part of European education to inculcate 
as the greatest virtues. Their capability of unrepining en- 
durance under privation and physical pain, which, as it suits 
their purpose, some are pleased to quote as an instance of sav- 
age in sensibility, might shame the stoic ; while their gentler, 
practical virtues of generosity, hospitality, and kind-hearted- 
ness, might shame the ethic theories of the moral philosopher. 

We have hitherto looked on the fair side; let us reverse 
the picture. It would be unreasonable to suppose that this 
untutored, uncivilised race should exhibit a singular exception 
to the laws of nature, by their exemption from the ordinary 
imperfections and vices of humanity. And yet how many have 
written and spoken on the subject, citing every fact as proof 
of savage ferocity and debasement ; " writing their virtues in 
sand, their vices in iron !" forgetting that if some extreme case 
are to be fbund, and i^ as in the often exaggerated and distor- 
ted &cts cited by interested authors, they are sometimes 
cowardly, distrustful, and treacherous, this is by no means at 
all times to be received as an evidence of their natural char- 
acter, but is to be attributed more or less to the degenerating 
influence o^ slavery ; which, like an incubus, keeps down all 
the finer aspirations of our nature, and reduces man to the level 
of the beast 

Foiled in his arguments to prove the negro morally unfitted 
for liberty, or to take his rank in society— in short, as little 
better than a beast — defeated on this ground, the advocate 
fyr slavery takes up a position equally untenable, contending, 
in the old backneyed argument, that, after all, slavery exists 
but in name ; that it is a mere figure of speech ; that, in short, 
the stir about negro emancipation and the rights ot man (black 
man it will be observed) is nothing more than Jesuitical cant, 
an empty sound, meaing nothing; that, essentially, the slaves 
are better clothed and fed, in sickness furnished with med- 
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ical aid, and in old age and in old age and infirmity their 
neceseities provided for, and in every other respect better off 
than the lower classes of our own countrymen. But this same 
reasoning may be applied to our domestic cattle. The care ta- 
ken of the latter, as of the negroes, as of property in general, 
is discretional, and, after all, only influenced by the selfishness 
or caprice of the individual; and a master is seldom disposed 
to relinquish the celebrated maxim of one of our English mag- 
nates, ^*Have I not a right to do what I choose with my own V 
But admitting the justice of the comparison, is the wretched- 
ness of one set of beings, — which, as arising from temporary 
causes, it is to be hoped and expected will not be permanent, 
and which at the most may be considered only as an excep- 
tion, c»iginating firom bad government and impaired institu- 
tions — to be used as a reason for violating the laws of Grod and 
of nature? Let not the selfish advocates for perpetuating the 
yoke lay the flattering unction to their souls, that because their 
shackles are light, they^ are not galling,^— that because con- 
cealed, they are not felt, — and that a criminal and unlawfbl 
traffic can be defended on the score of expediency, or is the 
less criminal. Because the purchase is not abused. Disguise it 
as we will, slavery must be a bitter draught Now the above 
are the only grounds of those who wotild withhold his unalien- 
able birth-right from the unfortunate negro. 

Something, it is true, has been recently attempted to be 
done, to ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to restrain 
the abuse of power* But the tardy measures, forced by the 
spirit of the times so reluctantly on the colonial legislatures, 
may be regarded as merely palliatives, of a very partial de- 
scription, in many instances more specious than real. In 
effecting this, the same want of unanimity seems to have 
characterised the counsels of these moral physicians, as is usu- 
ally seen at the death-bed of the patient : each junta; taking 
its own view of the condition and disease of the body politic, 
has been obliged to take its cue from the great state doctor, as to 
the general emollients and palliatives to be used ; but yet, with 
lingular caprice and defiance of uniformity, all have diflered, 
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M fiur as they could, io the quantity and applicatioo of their 
noetnuua. A few only of the islands have gone the length of 
abolishing altogether the constant nse of that atrocious em- 
blem <^ tyranny, the whip, which has been at length removed 
from the hands of the drivers in Grenada^ and one or at meet 
two other islands, except when called npon to inflict punish- 
ment Now/' what is sauce fot the goose is sauce finr the 
gander ;'* but the same caprice extends to all the other item 
under the head ameliorations. Thus, though the discretion&l 
po^er to inflict punishment has been more or less limited in 
the hands of the slaverowner, the overseer, and the driver, 
the extent of these limits differs more or leas in all, and in 
some places the black drivers are still allowed to carry, and to 
a certain extent permitted to inflict the la^. But what is it 
to the victim of caprice or revenge that his persecutor, re- 
strained to a certain quota of punishment at one given time, 
is allowed to repeat the same a few hours after? it is not the 
abolition, but tho protraction of torture. What boots it to the 
sufierer, that the monster who would tear him has a fang ex* 
tracted, one claw pared or confined, is shaclded or restrained^ 
if the length of his tether still permits him to reach him, to 
mangle and crush him with his remaining power? Unhaj^^ily 
a still almost unrestricted field is left for the abuse of power; 
still, however, something has been done, and the well-wish- 
ers of humanity will rejoice at the boon. Hitherto the un- 
fortunate negro has been the sport and the victim of the unre- 
strained ^passions and Caprices of the brutal, the selfish, and 
the ignorant of every description. What, indeed, is to be 
expected from unlettered individuals, trained from their cra- 
dles in antisocial prejudices and habits, which steel the heart, 
and obliterate or blunt all those feelings on which human na- 
ture should chiefly pride itself? And yet this description an- 
swers but tfio well generally to the very class of men on whom, 
as long as slavery exists, the general treatment, the moral and 
physical condition of the negro, must still mainly d^>end ; for 
though the whip may be spared, there will never be wanting 
other engines of torture and coercion, against which the laws 
may vainly attempt to provide. 
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The Creole overseers aod book-keepers are ^nerally uned- 
ucated senBual men, who are taught to consider the slave like 
any other transferable property, and are ever ready to act up 
to the liberal and humane sentiment above quoted — ** Have I 
not a right to do what I like with my ownl" — an argument 
which, with such men, quiets every suggestion of conscience, 
and constitutes the all-sufficient reason and motive of their 
oonduct : that this has been too literally acted up to, ten thou- 
sand atrocious mstances, many of which I have been an eye- 
witness ot myself, may be brought forward to prove. In what 
I would ask, until the recent interference above alluded to, of 
our legislature, placed a check on their tyrants, has the gene- 
ral treatment of the negro differed from that of the very cat- 
tle 1 The routine and manner of exacting their compulsory 
duties waiB, and is in some islands, as similar as possible, I 
speak of what 1 have but too often seen. Were they not, like 
the herd, called forth from the field, turned out at the sound 
of the conch, and in droves, at the cracking of the whip, 
driven before their sable drivers, who, though last, were not 
always the least formidable of their tyrants, and who, stimula- 
ted by caprice or grudge, had but too much discretional pow- 
er to gratify iti Was it not also customary, as with their 
quadruped companions of the soil, to brand them with a hot 
iron with their owner's mark ; and, without regard to age or 
sex, for the most venial offences to torture them in various 
ways, and, with reference to the females, in a manner revolt- 
ing to decency, principally by the unsparing infliction of the 
lash, with a severity that might well cause them to envy the 
animals T Does the exclusive system of which they are the 
objects and the victims, cease even with their existence 1 Even 
in that bourn which should level all distinctions, are they not 
interdicted from mixing their ashes with their white tyrants, 
with as much tenacity as the viler animals? What a compli- 
cation of villany and atrocious cruelty was brought to light by 
the conviction of that monster in human shape, who was sen- 
tenced to death, anJ publicly executed at Tortola, for the 
murder of some of his negroes! The trial of this individual 
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a long coone of crime and demaoiac cruelty praetia- 
ed for a aeries of yean on his unhappy iiegToea» at the cooteQi- 
l^tjon of which the mind ladders. I caimot at this moment 
sufficiently tax my memory for the details of all these iniqui- 
ties so long practised with impunity ; but the various inge- 
nious methods had recourse to aa the most ordinary occasioosly 
to punish and torment the wretched victims ci his dia^bcal 
vengeance, as it appeared in evidence on hia trial, would, I am 
informed, scarcely appear crediUe. Several of these perish- 
ed under his inhuman treatment ; and their carcases were 
disposed of with the same sang-froid^ on difierent parts of his 
estate, as if those of so many dpga. And yet,as I have been as- 
sured by those who knew him well, no external signs of such 
a disposition were visible to those with whom he associated; 
on the contrary, his bland urbane manners, his information, 
and polished address, bespeaking the gentleman, made him 
a general favourite in the circles in which he moved. Would 
that this were an isolated instance ! but, alas ! the annals of 
slavery afford but too many damning proo& of the unpitying 
cruelty and selfishness with which, by Uie re-action of this 
criminal violation of the laws of God and nature, individuals by 
a just retribution are cursed. For, unhappily, the baneful m- 
fluence of slavery is not confined to its immediate victims. — 
Crime and immorality, by an immutable law, re-act on their 
perpetrators by stifling the conscience, hardening the heart, 
violating all those sympathies with which unerring nature has 
endowed us, not only as sources of happiness and pleasure, but 
as the secret springs, the innate counsellors and guides to our 
duty. The Divine precept, " Do to others, as you would they 
should do unto you,*' being once premeditatedly violated and 
set at nought, one great barrier between virtue and vice is 
broken down ; thenceforth the necessary distinctions between 
right and wrong, truth and error, arc confounded ; and the 
miserable victim of self, like a mariner at sea without a chart, 
rudder, or compass, having lost his reckoning, drifts blindly 
on, swept forward by the torrent tide of circumstance, or im- 
pelled by the fickle and capricious though violent gusts of the 
passions. One error involves another, until he is impercepti- 
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bly drawn into the vortex of vice and misery, and sinks in the 
dark abyss of remorse and despair. 

Among other evils resaltii^ from this abominable traffic^ 
war, and all its concomitants of blood, rapine, and desolation, 
have bad not only their origin, but are miremittingly kept up 
to provide victims for Christian cupidity and avarice. This 
fact, important as it is, is too notorious to be doubted. In an 
amusing pamphlet published some years since in America, and 
since in this country,* the author, appears to have been at 
much pains in collecting information of the treatment and con* 
dition of the slaves, the manner in which they are procured, 
the origin of this foul blot on humanity, as well as the crimes 
and immoralities of which it is the source. He cites among 
others the evidence of one William Smith, sent out by the 
Afirican Company in 1726, and another individual, a &ctor, 
who had resided ten years in the country. According to these 
'^ the discerning natives account it the greatest misfortune that 
they were ever visited by Europeans ; that we Christians in- 
troduced the traffic of slaves; and that before our coming they 
lived in peace ; but," say they, " it is observable that wherever 
Christianity comes, there comes the sword, the gun-powder and 
hall, &c." 

Speaking of the natives m generd, the same individual 
says he found them a civil, good-natured people, industrious 
to the l&st degree. " It is singular what happy memories they 
are blessed with, and what progress they would make in civili- 
zation if their genius were cultivated. 

Bosman, who resided long- among them, speaking of that 
part of Guinea where he was, says generally of them, that tliey 
are courteous, affable, and easy to.be overcome by reason, dis- 
covering great quickness of parts, and an understanding equal 
to any of us. 

As to the isolated instances of cruelty, treachery, or other 
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vices, I oDce more repeat that they should be regarded as 
exceptions, at the rare occurrence of which we should be ra- 
ther astonished than otherwise, considering the atrocious ex- 
amples and provocation given them by Europeans. 

Among other individuals employed in this abominable trade, 
the systematic cruelty, treachery, and bad &ith of the mas- 
ters and mates of the slavers stands pre-eminent In their 
commerce with the simple natives, the compact that usually 
binds society is suspended, and the laws- of bonour and hon- 
esty are either set at nought or give way to a selfish'oxpedi- 
ency ; and for this our countrymen, it would appear, possess a 
reputation &r beyond other nations. In the. pamphlet above 
quoted, among numerous other cases is one mentkmed of a 
Captain Smiih, who, not being able to persuade the natives to 
trust themselves on board, was informed they would not ven- 
t^ire near an English ship fi>r fear of being carried away, and 
it was only by hoisting other colours, that the natives could be 
brought to trade with them. This man of course gave tbem a 
bad ciiaracter. 

What boots it tliat the slave-trade should have been inter- 
dicted to one or two nations, to give to others, who either 
openly profess or insidiously evade it, . the monopoly ? To 
ciush the trade in slaves, abolish slavery : until that have place, 
ttiere will never be wanting the means of procuring yictims. 

All attempts to improve the moral condition of the negro, 
while slavery exists, must.be either futile, or at best very 
partial, in their effects. Slavery infers a despotic and uncon- 
ditional power lodged somewhere; and though at the first 
glance it may appear something to remove that power partial- 
ly from the hands of the illiterate and less reflecting, it is but 
transferring it from an ignoble to a more systematic and ^e- 
cioiis tyrant, whose unhallowed acts, under the sanction of 
laws which he knows best how to evade or bring to his aid, 
may assume the cloak of reason. Sometimes with the best of 
men-self>interost is too powerful an advocate against the- sug- 
gestions of conscience, particularly when the upholding a sys- 
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tern is involved. The mass of mankind, among whom are 
few philosophers; are evermore ready to be convinced bj those 
arguments which coincide with their views, wishes, and in- 
clinations, than with those, however just and reasonable, which 
may clash with them ; and where a whole community are in- 
terested in upholding a system, each, in the spirit of party, 
makes common cause with his neighbour, and the best are 
governed by the laws of expediency rather than those of right 
and justice.'*' 

In Barbadoes, and I have no doubt in all the other islands, 
the laws are' administered by some twenty or more judges 
or magistrates, appointed by the governor, not one of whom 
is educated for the bar, nor does it appear that any knowl- 
edge of the law is a necessary qualification for the office. 
Moreover, it is next to impossible that any cause can come 
before them in which some (^ them are not more or less inter- 
ested, or connected with others who are so. This fact alone 
may spare a lengthened commentary on the kind and quan- 
tum of justice eked out to the unfortunate slave. 

Moreover, it is an axiom which time and a profound knowl- 
edge of human nature have sufficiently* demonstrated, that 
man, at best but an imperfect animal, can rarely at any time 
be entrusted with uncontrolled power. Men are but chil- 
dren of a larger growth, still more or less influenced by 
the ordinary bias, the passions and the weakness (modified, it 
is trae,) of our common nature. Place a whip in the hands 
of the best disposed and most gentle child, and the ideas 
associated with it may perhaps beget the inclination for an 
experimental essay of its use. Rank, station, learning, 
which (the latter more especially) should be the road to, but 



* A striking illustration of this was afforded in tbe case of the criminal at 
To rtola. Whose case I have above mentioned, the civil authorities not troub* 
Jing tbemselve^s with any abstract views of justice, but regardin^^lt aa a quet- 
lion of caste; and as ihe former was a member of tbe cotmcil, viewing it as 
a siigmaon them, they showed an unanimous disposition to connive at the 
evasion of the sentence ; and I hive been assured that had It not been for the 
most peremptory orders from the government at home, and some eztraordlna- 
ry meaturet, this dit^race to humanity would have cheated tbe hangman- — > 
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do not always infer wisdom, are by no means goaiantecs 
against the abuse ot power. 

Having said thos much on the subject, I must subjoin that 
if I have added but few new facts to the volumes of those al- 
ready before the public, illustrative of the slave question, with 
all its concomitant atrocities and horrors, (and which, I shall 
take this opportunity of observing, so far from generally be- 
ing exaggerated or distorted, as those interested in inculca- 
ting such an opinion would have us think, fall, it is mycon- 
Bcientious belief, oftentimes lamentably short in -furnishing a 
correct idea of the nature and extent of the evils emanating 
from the accursed system,) it is partly because their occur- 
rence is of a date so distant that I cannot, without the risk 
of my over-colouring or mistating them, thus sacrificing truth, 
and perhaps doing injustice to individuals, tax my memory 
for their details. The general impressions are, however, 
indelible; and I must again repeat, in anticipation of the 
cry of ignorance and partizanship, indulged in against all 
who raise their voice in favour of emancipation, that the 
opinions I have imbibed on this subject are not to be objec- 
ted to as derived alone from oral or written testimony, —how- 
ever authentic, convincing, and satisfactory, all that I hav® 
met with in general is, — since they result from no small 
portion of experience. — Neither do my convictions spring 
from those cursory visits, numerous as they have been, to 
nearly all the islands in the West Indies, during, a term o^ 
eight years? service on the station. A superior opportunity, 
afibrded by a considerable sojourii on a large estate, in the 
heart of Jamaica, laid open to me the wiiole arqana of the 
workings of the system. Indeed, little is to be gleaned 
from a mere pleasure excursion, which is apt to produce the 
discrepancies found in the evidence of casual visitors to the 
blands. and plantations, who rarely have an opportunity of 
fudging of the real operation of the system. The plan- 
ters, particularly of late years, since the cause of the negro 
has been so warmly espoused by the public, would of course 
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not only withhold from the ken of the etran^r all thoee hard- 
ships in the treatment or condition of the slaves to be witnes- 
sed in the ordinary routine of the plantation management, 
but would, as is usiial on such occasions, clothe the whole 
concern in its holiday and festive garb. 

I have shown in the former part of this narrative in what 
manner, by a freak of Fortune in the early part of my ca- 
reer, singularly and against my inclination, I was thrown on 
a plantation in the heart of Jamaica ; and how, after so- 
journing quite long enough to sec sufficient of the workings - 
of the system, to disgust any one not totally callous to the 
better feelings of our nature, I, sacrificing all my future 
prospects, one fine morning, without more ado, cut the con- 
cern, forswore for ever the degrading vocation} made th^ 
best of may to Kingston, and was with as little ceremony 
shipped off instanter by my worthy patrons as an incor- 
rigible person, blind to his own interesta 

That estate employed upwards of three hundred negroes. 
The proprietor, an illiterate roan, who had realised from small 
beginnings as a mechanic a Urge fortune, resided in King- 
ston, leaving the managenient, as usual, to an overseer. — 
Though the former, as well as the latter, had the reputation, 
(and which it is but justice to say I have reason to believe 
they merited) of great comparative moderation and human- 
ity, or at least that tact in management springing from a 
sense of economy and calculation as well as fueling; and 
though the labour of a coffee plantation is comparatively light 
compared with that at times of a sugar estate, yet did I see 
quite enough to warrant me in saying much more than I may 
have urged on the subject, or the worst that many others 
have written or said about it Besides the casual lashes dis- 
cretionally dealt by the drivers, while urging the poor 
sinking toil-worn creatures to their laborious tasks, as a 
carter does his cattle, (as attested by the tell tale rever- 
berations of the mountains,) pujiishments at the end of the 
day*fl labour were of frequent occurrence; women, boys, 
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and girls, were promiecuoasly stretched on the groond, and 
the onspariDg lash was laid on with a dexterity and «n ef- 
fect that would astonish a European Jehu. 

Some of these drivers, bead negroes, one or two of whom 
were pointed out to me as having been chiefs in fbe last at- 
tempt of the negroes at revolt, were very intelligent men. As 
usual, the slaves were called lorth to their daily labour at the 
earliest break of dawn, and at that they continued, with the 
exception of the customary interruption for breaklcst and that 
allowed at noon, until sunset, when the greater part had to 
plod their weary way to the works, over hill and dale, from 
some distant part of the estate, with a heavy bundle of grass. 
After undergoing the rigid inspection of the overseer who, in 
default of quantity and in payment of old scores, took this op- 
portunity to inflict a severe and summary punishment, the 
poor worn-out creatures were permitted to wend their way to 
their homes, if so hallowed a term can be npplied to their of- 
ten dilapidated and primitive domiciles, which were very near- 
ly a mile distant in a mountainous and rugged country, so 
tiiat the night had usually set in by the time of their reaching 
them. During all this time i never recollect seeing any pro- 
vision made for any meal during the day ; how they sustained 
themselves in the interval I know not 1 he only article of 
diet, to the best of my recollection, ever issued to th«^» was 
a scanty allowance of salt shad and Guinea corn. - 1^^ pro- 
vision in the article of clothing was still more striking. Al- 
though, from the elevation of the estate, the temperature was 
at times such that a fire would have' been by no means disa- 
greeable, the apparel of the negroes was so far from being 
apparently calculated to afford warmth in many instances, that 
it sufficed for little mere than « decent covering. Bhoes of 
course were out of the question. Necessary as they were, from 
the sharpness of the rocks, and the thorns of the prickly pear, 
one might, according to the opinion of the colonists, as reason- 
ably have looked for a night-cap, knee-buckles, or an opera 
hat. 

A strong fact, one or .two illustrations of which I have before 
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given, and which marks the depth of degradation in the scale 
of humanity of the slave, is the little interest excited in the 
colony by his fate, whatever it may be. The most revoltiog 
outrage or insult practised on a negro by a white man, is in 
general regarded with as much iadifierence as In the case of 
the viler animals ; and such is the power of custom and habit 
that the most humane, in time, become familiarised to scenes 
and circumstances which, on the other side the Atlantic, might 
shock the feelings and excite the indignation of the most 
callous-hearted. Like the hangman accustomed to tragic 
scenes of blood and horror, or the sexton to those of bi3 mel- 
ancholy and lugubrious vocation, we gradually become accus- 
tomed to sights the most revolting. Sufficient other cases of 
this kind in the islands might be cited. I shall, however, con- 
tent myself with one more. Subsequently, in 1813, in a walk 
with one or two of my messmates one Sunday afternoon, to 
witness the mancBuvres of the troops assembled on the parade 
about a mile distant from Bridge Town, our attention was 
called to the revolting spectacle of the naked body of a mid- 
dle-aged negro, which lay but a few paces from the principal 
thoroughfare, under a hedge, in a spot passed by thousands. — 
Let us suppose ihe corpse of a human being extended by the 
side of one of the avenues to our Sunday promenades, and we 
may easily imagine the sensation which such a scene would 
create. Yet here it seemed to create no greater feeling than 
would the carcase of a brute. 

This indifference will however appear the less extraordina- 
ry when the prodigious and prodigal waste of life among the 
slave population is fully considered. The astounding but well 
authenticated facts connected with this subject,[might alone 
spare all commentary on the condition and treatment of the 
slaves, and might well carry conviction to the minds of the 
most incredulous or sceptical as to the evils of the system. 
This fact, which cannot be sufficiently dwelt upon, has not 
hitherto, as it appears to me, been laid sufficient stress on. 

Let it not however be supposed, that in thus becoming the 



advocate for cmwcipation, I am one of those dreamers who 
vote lor an abrupt or unconditional enfranchisement of the 
slave- a measure involving so many grave coosideratiana as, 
I acknowledge, fliis does, should not be precipitated. The 
laws having guaranteed to individuals the inviolate posseaaon 
of this species of property, cannot, without injustice, by any 
mode of legislation, Uke it from them without an equivalent: 
moreover, any premature act of this kind might te as fetoJ to 
the slave as to his owner. Reforms, to be beneficial, should 
be gradual. In repairing or laying the foundations of inrtitu- 
uons, we must proceed as with a building : in restoring Uie old 
or erecting the new, time and caution must be nsed, etfher m 
removing the decayed materials of the one, or as regards the 
other, in arranging and permitting the new materials and 
foundation to consolidate, if we would not wish the super- 
structure to tumble about our ears. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



Voyaffe homewards. Chase a large Arnerican privateer. Ar- 
rival in Channel. Downs. Discharge from ship^ and 
arrival in London. 

On the morning of the 7th May we weighed with a numerous 
convoy from St Thomas, and in the evening, as the orb of day 
was sinking, in all the glory of a tropic sunset, below the hori- 
zon, from the lofty poop of our gallant ship I took my last 
faiBwell gaze at the Caribbean Lsles. 

l*he final view of the fast-receding shores, melting away 
like- a cloud in the distance,can seldom fail to create an emo- 
tion; but how much more powerful is the sensation when 
numerous interesting associations and recolections attached to 
it, — with the all-pervading influence of time and circumstance, 
the evei^ng hour, alike favourable to feeling and 'to retrospec- 
tion, closing in upon the scene like the drop-curtain of another 
act of the drama, — present it to our mental vision through the 
wizard glass of fancy. The shadows of the past then fleet 
before us, impressing us with a vividness and force oflen more 
powerful than the reality. In these regions I had passed 
eight years of that eventful period of existence when the fer- 
vour of hope, imagination and sentiment, all combine to throw 
a magic hue over every* object and circumstance, the imprint 
of which no after event can entirely eradicate, and when 

" 'Tis in our power 
To double e'en the sweetness of a flower." 

It IS among the perilous and spirit-stirring scenes, the variety 
and adventure, of a service like the navy, and in a mortal cli- 
mate, where friends and acquaintances are daily mowed down 
before our eyes like grass, that the self-styled lords of the ere- 
ation, even the most reckless and unthinking, are brought to 
reflect on tke frail tenure of existence, the vanity and uncer- 
tainty of human speculations. Here weeks sometimes perform 
the office of years incur revision of mortality 'a dark catalogae. 
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Returning to the port, which, two noonths befi>re, we quitted 
with the adieus and regrets of scores of friends and acquain- 
tance, in the vigour of health and youthful spiritat'perhapB not» 
more than half were remaining to record the melanchqjy fate 
of their departed friends, messmates, or comrades. How few 
of all my youthful companions, whom a few short years before 
I had known flushed with hope and sanguine expectation, 
were now left ! How many gallant spirits, cut off in the prime 
of existence, had been hurried by the contingencies of war, 
dimate, bard service, or their own reckless imprudence^ (and 
not a few by the gnawing worm of hope deferred, disappoint- 
ment, or persecution,) to a premature ocean grave, * 'oncoffin- 
ed and un knelled !*' Among the latter, the melanclu^y in- 
stance of my poor friend C , for whom I entertained the 

warm sentiments of a brother, will not be readily forgotten. 

C , physically as well as morally one of the finest young 

men I have ever known, literally fell a victim to the unfeel- 
ing coercive system which I have before alluded to as prevail- 
ingwith certain Martinets, who are invariably the least meri- 
torious officers in the service. Few had entered the service 

under more flattering auspices than had C .The son of a 

gentleman in the mercantile world, of large property and ex- 
tensive connections, placed at an early period under the com- 
mand of one who, blending the officer with the gentleman, and 
discipline with indulgence, had sufficient discernment to dis- 
cover and knew how to appreciate his good qualities; all seem- 
ed to promise him a brilliant and successful career in the pro- 
fession. With this officer he remained until within a short 
period of the completion of the usual term of service, when 
he was removed to the flag-ship, among numerous other candi- 
dates for promotion. Owing to the redaction of the squadron, 
and an unexpected change in the command, C — r-, shortly 
after -having passed his examination, was, with several other 
supernumeraries on promotion, distributed among the ships of 
the squadron to await their commissions, transferred to the 

W frigate, commanded by an officer well known through- 

^out the squadron for his uncompromising harshness and sever- 
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ity. With ti fore-fiigbt of the fatal consequences, the an- 
nouncement operated like a heavy calamity on the sensitive 
mind of poor C , whose high spirit was the last to en- 
dure iasulting^langyage or violated feelings. The transfer 
had not taken place many day s^ or even hours, before his worst 
antici^tionsrwere realised. The second or third day after 
joining the frigate I received the following note: — ^* My dear 

, For God's sake, 9ome on board and see me; I am bro- 

keD-heafted. * * '^ * is a devil." Ctrcumstances delayed my 
visit until the following day, when I found my ill-fated, friend 
in his hammock, under the influence of a raging fever, brought 
on by the excitement of outraged feelings and disappointment 
He was removed thence to the hospital, and in a few hours 
was no more ! 

Information received previously to our leaving St. Thomas, 
and which we had every reason to place faith in, led us to lay 
our account on a rencontre with a hostile American squadron, 
of two or three first class frigates on the look-out for the con- 
voy. Each of these,iQ weight and number of metal, was near- 
ly a match for our ship, and we were moreover far short of 
complement, with a very inferior crew- But though the odds 
were great, not the least doubt_gr anxiety on that score was 
apparent among the crew. All were prepared for the worst, 
it being well understood by every individual, among both offi- 
cers and crew, that our captain, nne.of the most gallant officers 
in the service, had expressed hi? fixed determination to blow 
up the ship rather than strike. It may be questioned how far 
such a resolution under particular circumstances may be jus- 
tifiable : it is sufficient to st ite the fact of such a determina- 
tion, which no one doubted. With a few military officers, 
we had a civilian of celebrity, who had been offered a passage 
and a share of the captain*a cabin and fare. As was but 
natural to one little used to the smell of gunpowder, this in- 
dividual did not by any means relish the idea of such an exit. 
As we approached the anticipated scene of action, this gen- 
tleman's anxiety increased, and, in spite of every endeavour 
to hide it, the all-engrossing idea betrayed itself in frequent 
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aoxioas qaertes as to the poesibiltties sod probabilitieerof the 
hostile rencontre, when apart with myself or tbase with whom 
he was most intimate. His apprehensions, hoi^^r, proTed 
groondless ; the only ve^isel we fell in with until we reached 
soundings was a large three-masted American privateer 
schooner, which we chased oat of sight of the fleet, {^n^ might 
have captured, but for the necessity of not risking to part wi^ 
the latter. We had on the whole an Agreeable^ passage; the 
weather was for the mo^ part fine, atid the wind faYOurable, 
until we reached soundings. A very good band helped to 
while away ennui, and accelerate the movements of old 
Time, whose pinions on the moist element do not move very 
freely. 

Of this the convoy frequently took advantage, and it was 
pleasant to see them, when the weather permitted, ranging 
up by dozens or clustering round the stern of our huge ship, 
which was like some great €roliah proudly strutting among 
pigmies. 

We had reached within two days* sail of the Channel, and 
all promised a favourable and rapid termination of the voyage 
when, the wind chopping round to the eastward whilst we 
were almost in sight of land, we were delayed a fortnight, 
scarce making an inch of progress the whole time. This 
was mortifying : the delay alone was sufficient, without the 
addition of the cold, raw; ungenial easterly wind, to give us 
all the spleen ; and the genius of discontent and chagrin was 
beginning to exhibit his baleful dominion among us, when the 
wind changing to the southward, enabled us once more to 
make progress. In a few hours we struck soundings, and the 
following morning, 

" Lo ! land ! and alT was well !" 
On the 25th of July we anchored in Cawsand Bay, and the 
following day, proceeding up the Channel with the convoy, 
anchored at Deal on the 29th. Here I disenibarked, and, ray 
invalid ticket having been examined by the medical officers, 
proceeded up to town. 
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